1) [bookmark: _Int_qQ7OeFbY]An academic (short) book or article review to be written on a topic covered in the module, of 1000 words. This is to be written formally, as if it was going to be submitted to an academic journal.

The Criminal Courts of England and Wales

Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_mqC5DuVZ]The criminal courts in England and Wales stand as a significant pillar of the criminal justice system. Whilst not all cases of arrest will land themselves in the criminal courts the responsibility of the courts is to question whether an individual will face charges for their delinquency. The courts are controlled by the Crown Prosecution Service and the branches within the organisation, this is the main agency which conducts criminal prosecutions within England and Wales. The Crown Prosecution Service was introduced through the means of the Prosecution and Offences Act 1985 (Newburn, 2017). The criminal courts have an extremely specific structure which Is followed dependant on the nature of the crime and possibly the age of the offender. Before a case is taken to court it is analysed and evaluated in terms of evidence and the charges that the offender could be facing.
Overview of the Criminal Courts in England and Wales
Within the Crown Prosecution service there are a range of criminal courts which is dependent on the crime, age of the offender and the occasionally the public interest surrounding the case itself. The most well-known courts are as follows; family court, county court, magistrates court, crown court, high court, court of appeal, and the UK supreme court. Each of these courts deals with various aspects of the law and crimes committed by an individual. 
The cases taken to trial are dependent on four points, sufficient evidence, public interest, discontinuance and downgrading of charges. Sufficient evidence is vital in the process of the criminal courts as something cannot be brought to the courts without it as it is one of the basic principles of the prosecution process and there should be strict protocols on the proceedings of a trial regarding the need for sufficient evidence (Ashworth et al, 2005). The need for sufficient evidence follows the idea that innocent people should be subject to trial because of the implications it can have on them. Another thing taken into consideration is whether the trial of this individual would be in the best interests of the public and if it would be seen as beneficial to society. One problem faced by the prosecution service is that the crown prosecutors may ‘downgrade’ the charges or accept a plea deal that means the time they serve has been reduced and the charges initially discussed have been changed (Newburn, 2017). Another point is that the discontinuance of a case can be seen as a challenge within the prosecution service as it can be dropped due to insufficient evidence or the trail/sentencing not being in the best interests of the public. 
Magistrate Court
[bookmark: _Int_Z6zT9Jm6][bookmark: _Int_CILWvslg][bookmark: _Int_ANMHlvzu]The magistrate's court is where mostly all cases begin in which they are presented to 2 or magistrates and a district judge (Gov.uk, 2015). Magistrates are not usually criminal justice personnel but rather people from the community. Within the magistrate court less serious crimes are charged and trialled often referred to as ‘either-way offences’. Either-way offences are usually petty crime such as theft or assault and can be fined in the magistrate court for up to five thousand pounds (Law and Martin, 2009). A magistrate is also responsible for the decision on whether or not the defendant can be given bail and issuing warrants both arrest and search. According to Morgan and Russell it is said that court users are more likely to trust the judgement of the district judge (Morgan and Russell, 2000). This can be seen through the likelihood that lay magistrates are less likely to use custodial sentences creating a sense that they are not as well educated as the district judges. 
The Crown Court
[bookmark: _Int_CISw6R1X][bookmark: _Int_EUQjMzeO][bookmark: _Int_6PvJd1Mh][bookmark: _Int_K8L6Mecl] The crown court is generally used for more serious criminal cases that have been referred from the magistrates' court, these are also ‘either-way’ offences. These cases are usually crimes of rape, murder or robbery. This court differs from a magistrate as the case is presented to both a judge and a jury. A jury usually consists of twelve members from the public randomly selected so as to avoid any bias in the case. The jury would be given the responsibility of reaching a verdict on whether the defendant is guilty in which case the judge would then decide on the sentence (Gov.uk, 2015). Any defendant under the age of 18 would be sent to the youth courts as they are not trialled as an adult.
The Civil Court
[bookmark: _Int_I3C8kM3k]The civil courts are reserved for cases of debt, insolvency, personal injury and often repossession of properties (Gov.uk, 2022). They are the smallest court in the crown prosecution service and the main aim of them is to resolve disputes between parties (individuals, companies, and organisation). Cases of a more complex nature would be redirected to the magistrate's court however those less complex cases can be dealt with and there is an opportunity to award the winning parties financial ‘damages. It is also often referred to as the ‘small claims’ court by the general public.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _Int_z5aKAyu0]The criminal courts in England and Wales are led mainly by one organisation who then makes the decisions through different trials and tribunals in how and when a person can be sentenced, how long for and any other aspects of the trial including the topic of bail. Whilst the CPS has not always been around it has since become a pillar in the criminal justice system by allowing individuals to express their human right to a fair trial. It can be fairly said that without the criminal courts there would not be a fair and equal opportunity for all those in society subject to judgement. Decisions that have been made in the courts surpass just the criminal justice system but also shapes our society and the way that we function (The Supreme Court, 2024).
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2) An academic poster on a topic of personal interest directly relevant to the module - to include 500 words of text and visual elements such as graphs, photographs, and images.
Prison Systems in England and Wales
History of the Prison System in England and Wales
Prisons were introduced as a means of punishment but have advanced over the years to a place of rehabilitation. In medieval Britain those who weren’t hanged were sent to prison as a means of punishment as the ‘felons’ act (The Transportation Act) was introduced by the houses of parliament in 1717 (UK Parliament, 2024). During this process prisoners were subject to ‘hard labor’ as a means of punishment.

The Transportation Act 1717
The transportation act was introduced in 1717 and was essentially introduced to prevent lesser felonies such as robbery etc. Due to overcrowding in the British prison those who had performed these lesser felonies were transported to America during their sentence (Ekirch, 1985). This was often given to prisoners in favour of the death penalty, and it became Britian’s most favourable punishment at the time because of the endless overcrowding in our prisons.



Prison Population
Prisons have always had significant problems with overcrowding. According to the government ministry of justice on the 12th of January 2024 the current prison population stands at 88.959, 83,960 of those prisoners are male and 3,589 are female (Ministry of Justice, 2024).
According to the house of commons the prison population has quadruple between 1900 and 2023 as the population has significantly grown so has the prison population (Sturge, 2023). This data also shows that as of 2023 almost 61% of prisons were classed as overcrowded in which they held 10,000 more prisoners than they should be. 
The female prison population is significantly lower than the male population with numbers showing that just 4% of the prison population is female (Sturge, 2023).




In 2019 Scotland, England and Wales were confirmed to have the highest prison population rates in all of Europe as seen from the graph below with 150 people being incarcerated per 100,000 (Prison reform trust, 2019).
Prison Categories
Prison categories can be seen to differ between male and female prisons.
Male Category A: High security prison whose inmates pose the greatest threat to the general and national security.
Male category B: Local or training prisons with inmates taken directly from the courts serving long-term sentences.
Male category C: Most common setting which allows prisoners to develop skills which are beneficial upon release.
Male category D: these are often called ‘open prisons’ which prisoners are allowed out for most of the day on license either for work or education.

Types of prisons
Architecturally there are many different types of prisons and they have advanced over the years depending on the way in which the prisoners could be watched and controlled. There are also different categories of prisons which is defendant on a couple of different factors these being:
· Risk of escape
· Harm to the public (if they were to escape)
· Threat to the stability and control of the prison
(Ministry of Justice, 2024)
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3) A reflective report of 1500 words. This should be written in the first person and offer personal opinions on one or more topics covered in the module.

This particular module on the Criminal Justice System, Youth Justice & Prison Systems in England & Wales has been incredibly insightful into the way that the criminal justice system is structured, and the diverse types of agencies involved in the development of our current egalitarian system. From the vast topics covered I have been able to develop my understanding of the intricacies of the justice system and begin to look at how the various aspects of the system are instilled in society. An aspect of the module I found particularly interesting was the prison system and the history behind the architecture of these settings as I did not realise that the way in which they are set up is often purposeful to the advantage of the guards. By immersing myself in this module I have been able to gain a better understanding of the different organisations and the methods and reforms being used to tackle recidivism and crime rates in England and Wales. This module covered all topics of significance within the criminal justice system in England and Wales and influenced my understanding of the inner workings of the organisations and parties involved in ensuring that justice is carried out.
Youth Justice is one of the topics that I found myself drew to as the idea of children committing crime is often unfathomable therefore making the difference in how they would be put through the course of justice enticing. Children are always seen as innocent and incapable of committing heinous crimes such as murder, but this notion has occasionally been overridden with cases like the James Bulger murder rocking the general public. In the early years of the criminal justice system children would not have been treated fairly but rather sent to the workhouse as punishment, this was fascinating to me as it is extremely different to how children are trialled and judged now. A part of this topic that I particularly found interesting was looking at case studies of crimes committed by children and how they were trialled in the justice system as adults for the most part depending on the nature of the crime. I this topic we covered the idea that the children could have been influenced by his surroundings this arose the theory by Bandura also referred to as the ‘Bobo doll’ theory. 
Whilst the youth justice module was interesting, I think that in order to further the understanding of this topic there could be a more in depth look at the behaviours of youth and the way that the media/public are constantly viewing children as ‘innocent and feeble’. Thus, looking into the theories of the child and the role that they could have in terms of crime and the criminal justice system. I believe that by adding this element it could have further developed my understanding into youth crime. Youth are quite frequently looked at as ‘deviant’ and stereotyped as troublesome, by furthering the theory and understanding of youth justice we could have looked at the way that they are often stereotyped based on their class. For example, working class males were more likely to be the instigator of a crime partially due to the role models in their lives and the environment that they were brough up in.
Another topic in the module that I found interesting was looking into the prison system in England and Wales and the structure of the prison system. The structure of the prison is often designed so that the guards can constantly watch the prisoners and truly deprive the prisoners of any sense of privacy that they may have as they are constantly on edge and aware that they are being watched. Another aspect of architecture in the prisons is the way that they are set into ‘wings’ as it allows the prison officers to gain traction and control by separating the prison population. The prison system was also shown as a pillar of the criminal justice system which I found intriguing as to how it was brought into society and the different categories of the prisons depending on the risk the prisoner poses to the public. This module helped me to gain a better understanding of the justice system as an overall organisation and the way that the prison has such a huge impact on the way that we as a society ‘punish’ or rehabilitate individuals who are deemed as ‘deviant’ or ‘delinquent’. One thing that could have been developed within this module is the understanding of the prison system and how they make an attempt to rid offenders of their human rights and the wider controversial debate on this topic. A link to the court system could have been beneficial within this module as it could have helped to understand the process that an individual goes through before they are placed in a prison setting. A further look into the different categories of prisons could have also been beneficial in understanding how a prison operates.
An insightful topic in this module was restorative justice as this was not something that I had come across before in my criminology degree. It is the process in which the offender and victim would meet with the presence of a mediator to discuss the harm caused and possibly moving towards a resolution. This was interesting to me because it is not something that I would have thought would be possible especially in the case of more heinous crimes such as murder and rape. Furthermore, the process of this could be extremely beneficial in the future of the criminal justice system as it allows us as a society to understand that the offender can be rehabilitated and allow the victims to gain a sense of relief and comfort in knowing that they could move in their life. This further helped me to develop my understanding of the possible advancements that we could make in the future towards the help of victims and allowing offenders to be reintroduced to society. 
In conclusion, this module has been extremely interesting as it has helped me to further my previous knowledge on the criminal justice system to a more sophisticated level and thoroughly look into the different aspects of the justice system. I truly believe that this module has helped me to gain a more educated view on the inner workings of the criminal justice system and developed my understanding into how significant the organisations are in our society is terms of rehabilitation of the offenders and protection of the general public.
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