HPAH5080, HPAH6080	Task 1: The material culture of death	13th March 2026

Starting from the Egyptian tom TT99 in Thebes (Senneferi), describe the architecture and finds of this tomb. How does this material culture illustrates the position this person had in the ancient Egyptian society. Base your description and analysis on the excavator’s book and website.

The tomb of Senneferi, TT99, located in the upper enclosure of the hill of Sheikh Abdel Qurna in Thebes, on its southern side.[footnoteRef:1] The tomb consists of a classic 18th dynasty T-shaped decorated tomb chapel, with a façade and courtyard, and a number of burial shafts.[footnoteRef:2] The site is claimed to have been discovered by Percy Newberry in 1895 and has been worked on since by a limited number of archaeologists.[footnoteRef:3] Until the excavations led by Nigel Strudwick and his team however, little was known about the tomb, This is likely due to its lack of surviving painted decoration, tomb robbery, and its history of occupancy until 1907.[footnoteRef:4] The result of these excavations, which began in 1992, has been published in a large work edited by Nigel Strudwick, along with a website active since 1997.[footnoteRef:5] This exceptional body of work documents a decade long excavation and provides public access to the many fascinating and rare finds of the tomb. With reference to the materiality of death, it is possible to understand something of the life of Senneferi and his family, how he wanted to be buried and how he wanted to be remembered. This essay will assess the assemblage of remains originating from TT99 including the tomb itself and, with reference to the excavator’s book and website, will explore how these remains illustrate the position the occupant had in ancient Egyptian society. [1:  Helen Strudwick, & Trevor F. Emmett, ‘The Geological and Geographical Setting of TT99’, in The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), ed. Nigel Strudwick, 1st edn. (UK: Oxbow, 2016), pp. 37-44 (p.38).]  [2:  Nigel Strudwick, ‘Introduction’, , in The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), ed. Nigel Strudwick, 1st edn. (UK: Oxbow, 2016), pp. 1-7 (p.1).]  [3:  Ibid., pp. 1-2.]  [4:  Ibid., p.3. ]  [5:  Nigel Strudwick, et al., The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), ed. Nigel Strudwick, 1st edn. (UK: Oxbow, 2016); Nigel Strudwick, The tomb of Senneferi: Theban tomb 99 (1997-2018) https://tt99.fitz.ms/index.html [accessed: 13th March 2026].] 


As mentioned above, TT99 is located within the burial complex of Sheikh Abdel Qurna, on the West Bank of Luxor.[footnoteRef:6] Its design follows that of other 18th dynasty Theban tombs: Its superstructure is substituted by a niche on the central axis of the façade, and it has a square courtyard with three burial shafts (G, H, and I, where Senneferi and his family were likely entombed); It has a conventional ‘T’-shaped offering chapel containing a further 6 later burial shafts (A-F).[footnoteRef:7] The location of the tomb itself provides important clues to the social position of Senneferi. The hill of Sheikh Abdel Qurna had been populated by tombs since the middle kingdom. The tombs with the largest façades were situated high on the hillside to be visible from a distance, they appear to have been built deliberately to face the river and the settlement on the east bank.[footnoteRef:8] The central to southern portion of the hill was more actively developed under Thutmose III; when Senneferi came to choose the location for his tomb, the area he selected would have been used only sparsely.[footnoteRef:9] His tomb was probably the southernmost of the new tombs in that area, holding an extensive view across the river, and it was situated close to an existing path leading further up the hillside.[footnoteRef:10] His tomb was also oriented toward the Luxor temple and the set of barque shrines associated with the Opet festival completed under Thutmose III with whom Senneferi was associated.[footnoteRef:11] This placement already demonstrates Senneferi’s importance; his tomb at the time of its construction would have held a particularly privileged location and even after the necropolis was further developed, it remained an important feature in landscape.[footnoteRef:12] [6:  Strudwick, N., ‘Introduction’, p. 1.]  [7:  Ibid., p. 6-7. ]  [8:  Strudwick, H., & Emmett, Trevor F., ‘The Geological and Geographical Setting of TT99’, pp. 38-39.]  [9:  Ibid., p. 39.]  [10:  Ibid., p. 39.]  [11:  Ibid., p, 39-40.]  [12:  Ibid., p.40.] 


Theban tombs of the new kingdom have three fundamental levels: the lower level, the realm of dead and of Osiris is where the dead are buried; the middle level, the realm of the living, is the offering chapel; and the upper level, the realm of the Sun God consisted of some form of superstructure or niche.[footnoteRef:13] The area above the tomb was excavated in 1996 to ascertain whether TT99 had a superstructure like many other tombs of its period, however no evidence of a foundation was discovered.[footnoteRef:14] Thus, TT99 like most 18th dynasty Theban tombs, was one where a niche in the façade served the function of a free-standing superstructure.[footnoteRef:15] The courtyard of the tomb appears to have been enclosed by side extensions; inside the courtyard perhaps the most interesting set of finds were the total of 1320 stamped funerary cones, bricks, and other fragments.[footnoteRef:16] 251 of these items were whole or partially stamped cones, 9 were from bricks, and the remaining 1060 were fragments.[footnoteRef:17] It is not fully known what the purpose of these funerary cones was; it has been theorised they served as model offerings of bread or cakes, or that they were superficial decorations meant to imitate the wooden beams supporting the roof of a house.[footnoteRef:18] The cones bore a number of inscriptions, the most common of which (DM 154) was found in 130 examples, the other stamp to appear with frequency (DM 93) was found in 52 examples.[footnoteRef:19] Both texts reference Senneferi’s titles as seal-bearer to the city, and as the overseer of seal-bearers; DM 93 additionally mentions Senneferi as, ‘the mouth who makes peace in the whole land’.[footnoteRef:20] Senneferi has many titles across the tomb, one of which, wḥm nswt, likely functioned as something of a spokesperson for the king.[footnoteRef:21] This, and several other titles in the tomb indicate that he would have been charged with putting forward the decisions of the king, specifically those beginning with the ‘mouth’ hieroglyph.[footnoteRef:22]  [13:  Nigel Strudwick, ‘Schematic diagram of TT99’, The tomb of Senneferi: Theban tomb 99 <https://tt99.fitz.ms/architecture/schematic.html> (1997-2018) [accessed: 13th March 2026].]  [14:  Helen Strudwick, & Nigel Strudwick, ‘The tomb, its architecture and history’, in The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), ed. Nigel Strudwick, 1st edn. (UK: Oxbow, 2016), pp. 45-83 (p. 45). ]  [15:  Ibid.]  [16:  Ibid., p. 49.]  [17:  Ibid.]  [18:  Jiro Kondo, ‘Inscribed funerary cones from the Theban necropolis’, Orient, 23.5 (1987) pp. 63-76 (p. 67).]  [19:  Strudwick H., & Strudwick, N., ‘The tomb, its architecture and history’, pp. 49-50.]  [20:  Ibid., p. 50.]  [21:  Nigel Strudwick, ‘Senneferi, His Family and Related Monuments’, in The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), ed. Nigel Strudwick, 1st edn. (UK: Oxbow, 2016), pp. 8-36 (p. 14).]  [22:  Ibid.] 


	Perhaps the most visually striking, informative, yet also most deteriorated parts of the tomb are the painted inscriptions and scenes. Most of the remaining plaster decoration is to be found on the ceiling and on the top first meter of each wall, the rear room is in slightly better condition however the major areas of painted plaster are still confined to the top 1.5 meters.[footnoteRef:23] The insights to be gained from these walls however are priceless in examining Senneferi’s position in ancient Egyptian society. The title that appears with the most frequency is that of imy-r sḏꜣwty, appearing on all but one monument and meaninf ‘overseer of seal-bearers’, ‘chancellor’, or ‘treasurer’.[footnoteRef:24] It was clearly the most important title to Senneferi himself. This title has its origins in the 11th dynasty and usually designated the official who oversaw the personal wealth and resources of the king; in the earlier 18th dynasty this title also became concerned with the organisation of foreign expeditions and with some aspects of foreign tribute.[footnoteRef:25] We know from inscriptions that Senneferi was involved in such expeditions, Sethe considered the scenes on Wall 3 and 4, either side of the entrance to the passage to depict Senneferi being sent by Thutmose III on a mission to Lebanon to obtain wood and on his return presenting it to the king.[footnoteRef:26]  [23:  Strudwick H., & Strudwick, N., ‘The tomb, its architecture and history’, p. 61.]  [24:  Strudwick, N., , ‘Senneferi, His Family and Related Monuments’, p.9.]  [25:  Ibid., p. 13.]  [26:  Nigel Strudwick, ‘The Decoration of the Chapel’, , in The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), ed. Nigel Strudwick, 1st edn. (UK: Oxbow, 2016), pp. 86-160 (pp. 98-100).] 


Senneferi is one of only two holders of the title imy-r sḏꜣwty of whom we know a significant amount, his personal biography written on Wall 12 is therefore incredibly important.[footnoteRef:27] From this text, portioned into three chronological offices, we can track his career. The first stage of his career was vaguely titled r ḥry m, ‘the mouth which is in charge of [that which is and that which is not]’; this position, although vague, shows the strength of his connection to the king.[footnoteRef:28] During this stage he is also entrusted to supervise the overseers of the storehouses due to his wisdom. During the second stage, imy-r sḏꜣwty, he was brought to Thebes and placed as overseer of two granaries.[footnoteRef:29] The third and final clear office is that of ḥꜥty-ꜥ imy-r ḥmw nṯrw n sbk n inpw, ‘ḥꜥty-ꜥ and overseer of preists of Sobek and Anubis.’[footnoteRef:30] This position ḥꜥty-ꜥ is also referenced on funerary cone DM 154 where it is described as seal-bearer of the city.[footnoteRef:31] The position roughly seems to translate to mayor, however the religious connotation appears elsewhere as well. On Wall 1, scene 2 of the deceased giving their dues, Senneferi is described, ‘ḥꜣty-ꜣ, the overseer of priests of all the gods’.[footnoteRef:32] These titles, although we should not read too far into their authority, display clearly the secular and religious titles by which Senneferi wanted to associate his career. It is possible, with reference to his titles, to theorise where Senneferi was originally from: the title of his father Haydjehuty imy-r m wꜣtt-ḥr probably refers to a location in the north-east delta; other sources also seem to confirm this.[footnoteRef:33] [27:  Strudwick, N., , ‘Senneferi, His Family and Related Monuments’, p. 16.]  [28:  Ibid.]  [29:  Ibid.]  [30:  Ibid.]  [31:  Strudwick H., & Strudwick, N., ‘The tomb, its architecture and history’, p. 48.]  [32:  Strudwick, N., ‘The Decoration of the Chapel’, p. 88.]  [33:  Strudwick, N., , ‘Senneferi, His Family and Related Monuments’, p. 16.] 


Senneferi was likely buried in tomb shaft I along with members of his family.[footnoteRef:34] The shaft has three rooms connected by 2 corridors and a ‘staircase shaft’; most of the finds were discovered in rooms 2 and 3 meaning that it was likely in this lower section that Senneferi and his family were buried.[footnoteRef:35] The assemblage from this shaft is fascinating and contains ‘black type’ coffin fragments from at least four coffins.[footnoteRef:36] It contains an incredible ceramic collection, jewellery, a collection of stone vessels, furniture, fabric, and human and animal remains.[footnoteRef:37] Within this assemblage is also an incredible survival of implements relating to the opening of the mouth ceremony, these implements are unique among Theban tombs.[footnoteRef:38] The rarity of this assemblage was only increased post excavation with the discovery of a hieratic label that lists ‘implements for the funerary ritual (and) meat – assembled together. Nine (items) of ebony (and) the adze (named) Imy-wt of ivory’, no other contemporary labels exist, the closest parallels being from the tombs of Amenhotep II and Tutankhamun.[footnoteRef:39] No items of ebony have been found in the tomb and likely these described items fell victim to robbery, much of the surviving material however aside from the wooden ox-leg, was likely used in the ceremony itself.[footnoteRef:40] [34:  Strudwick H., & Strudwick, N., ‘The tomb, its architecture and history’, p. 77.]  [35:  Briant Bohleke, & Nigel Strudwick, ‘A Label for Opening of the Mouth Implements from the Burial of Senneferi (TT99) and Remarks on the Ritual’, Études et Travaux, 23.30 (2017) pp. 105-123 (pp. 111-112).]  [36:  John H. Taylor, ‘The coffins from Shaft I’,  in The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), ed. Nigel Strudwick, 1st edn. (UK: Oxbow, 2016), pp. 181-190 (p. 190).]  [37:  Rose Pamela, The Ceramics from Shaft I’, in The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), ed. Nigel Strudwick, 1st edn. (UK: Oxbow, 2016), pp. 191-238.; Nigel Strudwick, ‘Small Finds from Shaft I and an Overview of the Burial Assemblage of Senneferi’, in The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), ed. Nigel Strudwick, 1st edn. (UK: Oxbow, 2016), pp. 260-292.; Tony Waldron, ‘The Human and Animal Remains from Shafts I and H’, , in The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), ed. Nigel Strudwick, 1st edn. (UK: Oxbow, 2016), pp. 315-354.]  [38:  Nigel Strudwick, ‘Small Finds from Shaft I and an Overview of the Burial Assemblage of Senneferi’, p. 260.]  [39:  Bohleke, & Strudwick, N., ‘A Label for Opening of the Mouth Implements from the Burial of Senneferi (TT99) and Remarks on the Ritual’, p. 109.]  [40:  Ibid., p. 115-117.] 


Another of the particularly special collections of items is that of the food and drink found in within the tomb. The leaving of food offerings in Egypt was practiced in the Old Kingdom but eventually, with the nourishing of the dead was mostly taken care of by magic and ritual, the custom appears to have waned until the New Kingdom when it saw a significant resurgence.[footnoteRef:41] A total of 181 animal bone fragments were found in Shaft I from a range of different species.[footnoteRef:42] 8 of the Shaft I fragments had been burnt, however these are likely from the later occupants as the Egyptians expected the animals or joints to be dealt with in the afterlife.[footnoteRef:43] Food items were generally limited among the finds, five doum palm nuts were found, and various storage jars must have contained consumables, labels indicate the presence of wine, beer, almonds and fruit.[footnoteRef:44] Scene 1.1. depicts the deceased making further burnt offerings of breads, cakes, grapes, leeks and meat.[footnoteRef:45] The hieratic jar labels themselves provide an interesting collection, the complex labelling of the wine jars itself bears witness to the boom of wine trade in the new kingdom.[footnoteRef:46] Unlike the chronologically next large cache of documents found at Malqata, Senneferi’s wine is not identified with a named vineyard or vinter; two cases simply specify that the wine was ‘of the vinter’ without offering any form of name.[footnoteRef:47] It seems not improbable that this indicates the wine was a royal gift, or perhaps originated from a vineyard in the delta belonging to Senneferi himself.[footnoteRef:48] The false doors reconstructed text also seems to indicate royal gifts of fresh vegetables, bread, beer, oxen, and fowl; alabaster, clothing and incense.[footnoteRef:49] This is reflected in the record: alabaster jars, some inscribed, seemingly once filled with incense have indeed been found among the assemblage of Shaft I.[footnoteRef:50] A collection of linen fragments of various grades including a tiny fragment of ‘royal linen’ was also discovered.[footnoteRef:51] It is clear whether or not these gifts were royal in origin that Senneferi was a man of great wealth and connected to royal power. [41:  John H. Taylor, Death and the afterlife in ancient Egypt (London: British Museum Press, 2001) pp. 92-93.]  [42:  Tony Waldron, ‘The Human and Animal Remains from Shafts I and H’, p. 333. ]  [43:  Ibid.]  [44:  Strudwick, N., ‘Small Finds from Shaft I and an Overview of the Burial Assemblage of Senneferi’, p. 279.]  [45:  Strudwick, N., ‘The Decoration of the Chapel’, p. 87.]  [46:  Briant Bohleke, ‘The hieratic jar labels’, in The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), ed. Nigel Strudwick, 1st edn. (UK: Oxbow, 2016), pp. 239-259 (p. 240-241).]  [47:  Ibid., p. 241.]  [48:  Ibid.]  [49:  Strudwick, N., ‘The Decoration of the Chapel’, p. 96.]  [50:  Strudwick, N., ‘Small Finds from Shaft I and an Overview of the Burial Assemblage of Senneferi’, p. 273.]  [51:  Ibid., p. 289.] 


The tomb and assemblage of TT99 illustrates a fascinating picture of Senneferi. It is clear from the vast number of honorific titles and epithets that he was a man of some considerable standing within ancient Egyptian secular and religious society. The prime location of his tomb on the hill of Sheikh Abdel Qurna displays his importance, and the decision of others to be buried in his presence, either in the other shafts or in nearby tombs like his son in law Amenhotep, displays the power of his memory.[footnoteRef:52]  The inscriptions on the walls of the chapel provide an insightful record of his self-presentation in death, what was important to the official about himself that he wanted to be associated with his memory.[footnoteRef:53] The objects themselves provide their own insights, not necessarily about the memory he wished to pass down but some of the material objects he wished to accompany him in his death. The tomb of Senneferi is a fantastic example of one that could easily have been overlooked yet, after excavation, has yielded not only a fantastic assemblage of artefacts, but also an accessible form of publicization through the website and publications of the excavators.  [52:  Strudwick, N., , ‘Senneferi, His Family and Related Monuments’, pp. 20-22.]  [53:  Ibid., p. 15-16.] 
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