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Question 1 : From the MESSAGE , MEDIUM,CONTEXT, choose a theme, movement or selection of artists or designs that relate to your practice or interests , and construct a 2,500 word essay. Critically assess primary themes , key writers and relevant practitioners 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Tattoos are and have been a Pinnacle of modern day society and also a very taboo subject through the ages and it’s almost every teenagers first want when turning 18. Tattoos Have been around for centuries and were used to represent many things such as different tribes ,social status and tattoos were even seen as a right of passage into adult hood. Tattooing has been practiced all over the world recording back to Neolithic times as proven by the discovery of preserved mummified skin. In 2014 there were more than the 330 licensed Tattoo parlours in Wales. the number of shops opening has soared  since then, in Cardiff alone in 1994 there were only three tattoo parlours but in only 20 years time, in 2014 that number has grown to 48 and with Tattooing growing ever more popular now the target market is constantly  growing and developing with new and unique styles. The main styles of tattooing being ;black and grey, Biometric ,Stonework, White Ink,  Asian/Oriental/yakuza ,Traditional/ Old school ,New School, Realistic and Celtic style. The style that will be a main focus within this essay will be the art and practice of traditional style tattoos and the founding father of the style Norman Collins.

It is difficult to pinpoint the exact first tattoo created or at least a solid time frame as many civilisations dating back to the Palaeolithic era have uncovered human remains featuring tattoos. In 1948 multiple excavations of tombs in Siberia they’re were remains that dated back almost 2,000 years with markings of animals or mythical beasts. In some ancient cultures tattoos were a sign of wealth or to show society status along with tattoos in relation to religion. it’s took the Western society a while longer to get on the bandwagon of tattoos. 

[image: ]One of the most renowned tattooed mummies is Ötzi the iceman. The mummified remains of a man who’s approximate death was around 3300 BC , was found on the side of the Otztal Alps on the 19th of September 1991 ,thus gaining the nickname Ötzi. From the high altitude and extreme temperatures the body was so well preserved that on the surface of the skin there was a total of 61 tattoo like markings made from soot or fire ash, that could be seen on the mummified remains.there are also many other locations that have discovered bodies with tattoos . In the 1700s according to what records remain the first sailors to get tattoos as a momentum of their time at sea and to commemorate their achievements was it Captain James Cook and his crew on their journey to countries that had a much broader tattoo culture at the time such as the Pacific islands, China and Japan . For the next 200 hundred years or so the Tattoo scene in Western culture didn’t have much change. With the exception of the odd few whom dared to step out of the box of normal social constructs such as hobos, circus freaks and then of course sailors.Some images of Ötzi’s tattoos (source unknown)


There are four recorded methods of tattooing these include Japanese, Western ,  Thai and the Samoan technique. The ancient Thai technique is that of a metal tube with a sliding pointed rod inside , The metal tube holes in the end with this in one hand the other hand is used to keep the skin tight. The western technique is very similar to this but instead there is a tattoo machine that spines on a metal coil based system , a needle that moves up and down a tube that holds the ink. The machine is controlled by a foot pedal this is used for colouring and shading and there is a wide variety of needles to get different effects.
[image: ]The Japanese technique involves bamboo handles that have many needles on on one end , the artist uses his one hand to puncture the skin and the other to stretch out the skin usually on a large area of skin.For the  Samoan technique a rake and striking stick is used . This technique takes more than one person to accomplish as the skin needs to be extremely tight as the rake works as the needles and is stuck with the stick to continuously tap the ink into the skin. Horiyoshi III is Tattoo artist specialising in full body tattoos or suits also known as Horimono or Irezumi The word hurry means to cough or ” engrave “ this title can only be passed down from mater to apprentice, Horiyoshi III is only the second person to receive this honour. Hori uses the Tebori also known as hand tattooing for the colour and shading of his tattoos while for his lines he adopted an electric needle back in the mis 1980’s.Bamboo tattoo needles 

[image: ]
         A traditional style tattoo usually is depicted with bold outlines ,Simplistic designs and a limited colour palette originally consisting of mainly primary colours such as red yellow and green and then Later purple was added to the selection. One of the most renowned styles of tattooing was created by Norman Keith Collins( Figure 1 ) , who can only be described as one of the main influencers and founding fathers of modern day tattooing had been tattooing since the 1920s when he was tattooing by hand . After building his reputation , Collins was most known as his alias “Sailor Jerry” he was a prominent American tattoo artist working in Hawaii who is well known for his sailor tattoos. Collins was also the main developer of pigments to be used for tattooing as well as becoming one of the first artists to use single use needles and an autoclave, which is a pressure chamber to sterilise his equipment.His work has hugely impacted and contributed to the modern view on tattooing and is now his work is known worldwide to the point of even having a festival dedicated every June in Hawaii to honour his legacy and his contribution to the art form of tattooing.Some of the most prominent and well known designs by sailor Jerry were tattoos of Swallows, anchors and pin – up girls, snakes ,dice and various weapons , all of which had a meaning behind , to signify different things.Figure 1 :Norman Keith Collins (source unknown, date unknown)

[image: ][image: ]        The swallow is a one of the most seen designs that still carry on in the tattoos of today. The swallow Has been said to indicate that a sailor had sailed over  5,000 miles at sea and it was also superstition that if a sailor had succumbed to death at sea, the birds would  carry his soul home to heaven thus it’s also known as the symbol of “return”  to give the sailors who are on long voyages hope for a safe journey home.			Sailor Jerry Swallows (source-https://sailorjerry.com/en-gb/tattoos)

The anchor tattoo is also a very prominent design within the sailor Jerry theme. This is because the anchor is the most secure object in a sailors life aboard a ship in a literal sense , it also represents security and stability in a metaphorical sense . Very often the anchor tattoo is shown with the word mum or the name of the sailors  sweetheart this is to keep the them “ grounded” in a way , to remember what they are fighting for or what’s waiting for them when they get home so it also a reminder of what keeps you steady just like a real anchor. Sailor Jerry anchor
 https://sailorjerry.com/en-gb/tattoos/



[image: ]         Pin-up girl tattoos keep it overly explicit and emphasise expression of femininity and views you sailors would have tattoos of these girls in provocative outfits as this would be the only feminine form for months.The name pin-up came from the idea that men would ‘pin up’ Photographs of seductive women upon the walls to keep in the months while they were at sea alone , but in getting a tattoo they no longer need the photographs as it would permanently be on their skin. these designs inspired the pin up characters created by Charles Gibson in 1887, showing an over exaggerated female featuring oversized breasts , a minuscule waist and , large hips that first started as a form of objectifying of women that soon turned into empowerment by the 1940’s. Sailor jerry Pin -up Girls 

      
[image: ]Tattoos in the past Have been used as a form of dehumanisation by many different cultures. Greek records dating back to the fifth century BCE the Romans and the Greeks would tattoo slaves, prisoners of war and criminals as a form of punishment and to publicly shame the offenders so that anyone who came into contact with the past offender they would be instantly recognise and associated with criminal activity. One of the darkest part of tattooing history was how the Nazi Germans gave the Jewish community a number when they were sent to concentration camp. The tattoos is used as identification numbers that was marks on the clothing and then later tattooed onto the skin this was used as a way of taking away someone’s individuality.A holocaust survivor displaying his identification tattoo.

In China tattoos with all serve as a punishment also known as Ci Pei .People who were marked with this punishment were banished and exiled as it was seen as a desecration within Chinese culture . They started to push the tattoo enthusiasts of China and Asia underground. Zhuo Dan Ting is a tattoo artist that blossomed through discovering the Chinese undergrounds music scene and through this later discovering the underground tattoo scene after  leaving university she started studying Tattooing full time and from a life long passion of art from childhood she is now known worldwide and is the owner of Shanghai Tattoo shop.
There are many positive aspects of tattoos . Firstly they tell a story it’s linked to a different memory a different experience in religion such as Buddhism there has been traditions of the Buddhists getting tattoos and there is Sak Yant or yantra tattoos that has their religious symbols Inc or verses of The Khmer script.The Celts are also known to have tattoos they used their tattoos as a form of psychological armour and Intimidation in battle, they even developed their own method of tattooing by using woad Plants to create a bright bright blue pigment to then be used as the ink for the tattoos . the tattoo would be depictions of symbols of peace, strength and good luck for the Warriors and battle. 

[image: ][image: ]Modern day society tattoos are a great form of self expression , and we can see how it has developed from its origins and the foundation of the art style the influences that carry over. An artist that has influenced me that is also influenced by the traditional style of tattooing is an artist on instagram called Courtney that goes by the handle of @missquartz. Courtney is a tattooist that resides in Melbourne  that follows the laws of the traditional style of tattooing but with her own interpretation of the traditional by creating her own specialises within the traditional style of tattoos .With her own unique flare she creates playboy bunny pin – ups and temptingly vixen like demon lady’s , as well as your straight up traditional designs , wit her own incorporation of colours “out of the generic norm” for traditional tattoos . By the use of her outgoing colour pallets and modern designs Miss Quartz has gained a following of 54.7k through Instagram , posting her designs and creations, building her reputation through social media as in present day being online is one of the best ways to get to a larger audience and to get a larger reach for your art.Miss quartz own interpretation of a traditional style lady 

[image: ][image: ]
When seeing two creations of quintessentially the same design executed in different eras together and looking at the similarities that have carried through to the new generation of tattooing from its origin. The lines have become much bolder , thus creating a more illustrated depiction with heavier shading opting for more black, but as with the traditional process of tattooing , there is still a limited colour pallet but the flare of the bright colours as the pigments used by jerry have less pigment due to the ingredients that were used at the time .When putting miss Quartz work next to Collins you can definitely see the traditional influence and the part Sailor Jerry tattoos have played a part in the Modern tattoo scene and how it continuing to show that the traditional practice of tattooing is ageless , and for years to come will be a staple in the art form of tattooing. Miss Quartz
Sailor Jerry

In conclusion the evolution of the timeless art of tattooing has had a major impact on society over the years with its fair share of both positive and negative aspects. From its links to slavery and dehumanisation to a form of self appreciation and self worth  , taking back your own skin, a memory to keep for life . In the growing day and age tattoos can still be viewed as unprofessional and/or offensive, but through the years tattoos have been better received  but through the art of modern tattooing society has another form of self expression and tattoos are slowly being better received in the workplace and in society in general among the generations . The American anthropologist Nina G Jablonski is who is known for her research in the evaluation of skin colour in humans and in her words “ they (tattoos) convey the message without words and sometimes even long after death” and in every sense that is true because it is our bodies are only temporary and our bodies will eventually be returned to the earth, so why not make it a canvas ?
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In addition to indicating that a sailor
had sailed 5000 miles, swallow tattoos
are also associated with the idea of
return. This “return® symbolism is rooted
in two ideas. The first was the swallow's
famous migration pattern, always
returning home to San Juan Capistrano.
Second, it was believed that if a sailor
dies at sea, birds carry his soul home to

heaven.

ANCHOR TATTOOS

At sea, the anchor is the most secure
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Pin-up girls represent the ideal and
extremes of femininity - from maidenly
perfection to vixen-ish temptation. The

woman inked on a sailor's arm would be
the only feminine form he would see for
months. Applying his bold, refined style
to the pin-up, Sailor Jerry created what
could be argued as the world's most
iconic pin-up tattoos.

e B B B . ) N S TN E g A N




image7.png




image8.png
280 2@ =.i22%00514

g missquartz

The Grand lllusion Tattoo

23D Liked by dudeles.for.days and
3,817 others

missquartz Bendy gal for my gal
Brooke! 4% Thank you for tr... more

A QA ® O A4




image9.png
S BE = 416%005:54

<&~ missquartz :

807 54.7K 963
Posts Followers Following

# COURTNEY &
@ THE GRAND ILLUSION
@ MELBOURNE, AUS
@ HALF OF @downtoclownpod
« missquartztattoo@hotmail.com
www.missquartz.com/
Followed by jessie.foakes, tattoosbyjaclyn
and 42 others

Following v Message ~

©000





image10.png
~F ¥ SR8 B@ =.121%005:15
missquartz @sull3h thanks Sul!!  ©

26 August

@ missquartz

The Grand lllusion Tattoo

Qv N

720 likes
missquartz Tiny tall ship for Aurora

hn QA B O &




image11.png




image1.png




image2.png




image3.png




