Michelle Parker 1500472
The Development of Ba’al Worship in Ancient Egypt
A Foreign Renewal: The fusion of Ba’al and Seth (possible title)
The initial idea for my dissertation topic was to explore the development of the worship of the god Ba’al in Ancient Egypt. Since doing further research into this area, I have changed the topic idea in order to have a more refined focus on the fusion that occurred between the Egyptian god Seth and the Canaanite Ba’al. My aim will be to examine how Ba’al entered Egypt and why he became associated with Seth. The investigation focuses on the study of archaeological evidence from Ancient Egypt. 
My objectives for this extended essay are to answer the primary questions of; how did Ba’al enter Egypt? How and why was Ba’al associated with Seth? My central research question will be to consider; what effect did merging with Ba’al have on Egyptian ideas about Seth and how did it affect his cult? 
Firstly I will examine the question of how Ba’al entered Egypt by looking at evidence from the time of the Hyksos. Briefly, I plan to touch upon some of the debates about who the Hyksos were so as to provide a range of perspectives and to look further into the influence their culture made on Egypt. How and why Ba’al was able to be appropriated into Egyptian religion could be answered by examining the attributes of Ba’al and his popularity as a Canaanite god. 
Similarly, to understand why Seth and Ba’al were associated with one another I will explore the features attributed to Seth in Egyptian religion and compare them to those of Canaanite Ba’al. In this way I will be doing a short cross-cultural comparison of these two deities at the beginning of my dissertation, in order to be able to answer my central research question in the context of this comparison. 
Within the three primary research questions I stated above there are many other questions that will be addressed. Some examples of these are; how did Ba’al, a Canaanite god, achieve prominence in the Egyptian pantheon? Why was Ba’al adopted? What role did the fusion of Seth and Ba’al fulfill? What can archaeological evidence tell us about Seth-Ba’al and his forms of worship? 
In light of these research questions I have developed a thesis statement which encompasses my main research questions and my aims for my dissertation. My current thesis statement is as follows;
Ba’al was originally a Canaanite deity who, through cultural amalgamation following Canaanite colonisation of Egypt, became associated with the Egyptian god Seth. The characteristics of Ba’al were appropriated by Seth which led to a change in Egyptian attitude towards Seth and his cult. Ba’al was seen as a manifestation of Seth. Merging with Ba’al promoted the popularity of the cult of Seth to its peak in the 18th and 19th dynasties. However this fusion later became harmful for Seth because of his now close association with the colonial authority and foreign lands. I shall attempt to show that the association with Ba’al had an ultimately negative effect on the Egyptian concept of Seth. 
I have considered a number of different theoretical approaches that could be helpful in exploring my topic. A materialities approach could be employed to examine the hybridisation of Seth-Ba’al artefacts.
It is possible for me to use a colonisation theory approach to the entry of Ba’al into Egyptian thought, in that he was the main god of the Hyksos who ruled Egypt for a period. Homi Bhabha’s notion of 3rd space and hybridity (Bhabha, 1994) are useful concepts to analyse and explain the fusion of Ba’al with Seth in the context of Canaanite colonisation of Egypt. 
I have also thought about whether evolutionary theory would be appropriate. It may be that I am able to use an evolutionary lens through which to analyse the fusion of Ba’al and Seth over time. However, I have not yet done enough research into this theory to say with confidence that it is applicable to my topic. 
I hope to use a materialities approach to explore particular hybrid artefacts. I am interested in how the attributes of Ba’al changed and affected the concept of Seth and how those concepts were communicated over time in material objects of worship. Currently I am still in the process of finding objects, but at present I have a few pieces of archaeological evidence that may well prove useful in terms of their depictions or portrayals of Seth-Ba’al. 
One of the main objects I plan to explore is the 400 Years Stela from Avaris. I chose to use this stela because it shows a figure of Seth that employs both Egyptian and Canaanite symbols in its representation. Whilst reading Allon’s article (Allon 2007) about Seth and Ba’al, this object became of interest to me because of the way it shows the product of the combination of Seth and Ba’al’s attributes. 
I will also examine the temple inscription known as the Poem of Pentaur (Breasted, 1903) which likens Ramesses II to Ba’al.  I will use scholarship such as that by J.H.Breasted (Breasted 1903) for analysis. This inscription has been chosen because it shows how popular Ba’al became despite being a foreign god. 
Using these pieces of evidence and artefacts of Seth-Ba’al in Egypt I hope to show the fusion of Seth and Ba’al and to prove that this fusion impacted negatively upon the Egyptian view of Seth. Modern scholarship provides analysis and evaluation of the artefacts and forms of worship. 
As my methodology is focused upon the analysis of objects I can apply colonisation theory to the analysis of them. Aspects of the theory such as hybridity can be clearly seen within many of the Seth-Ba’al artefacts and so may be explained using a colonisation approach.   
I have begun to think about the contents of my dissertation by making a mock contents page. My initial plan is as follows;
· Introduction
·  Outline research questions.
· Outline methodology.
· Theoretical perspectives.
· Chapter 1
· Origins of Ba’al.
· Material analysis of Canaanite Ba’al statue.
CONTRAST and COMPARE with
· Origins of Seth.
· Analysis of early Seth artefact. 
· Chapter 2
· Ba’al in Egypt.
· Hyksos brought Ba’al with them?
· Theoretical perspective – colonialism/post-colonialism and how it could be applied in terms of Hyksos rule. 
· Hybridisation etc.
· Chapter 3
· Analysis of the 400 Years Stela depiction of Seth-Ba’al. A combination of attributes and symbols. 
· Hybridisation of Seth-Ba’al.
· Why did they become associated? 
· Similar attributes.
· Associations with foreign lands.
· Ba’al as a manifestation of Seth. 
· Chapter 4
· The rise of Seth-Ba’al. 
· Seen through material culture.
· Increase in cult activity?
· Association with authority. 
· Chapter 5
· Effects the fusion had on Seth.
· Initially positive?
· Negative
· Cult popularity.
· Association with foreign lands
· Postcolonialism?
· Evidence for Egyptian attitudes towards Seth in the language regarding him. 
· Conclusion

In my introduction I will outline my research questions, methodology and the theoretical perspectives I plan to use. Along with the research questions I shall also present my aims and objectives. From there, my first chapter will be a comparison between Ba’al and Seth focusing on early representations of each. During this comparison I aim to do a material analysis of an early Canaanite Ba’al artefact along with a similarly early one for the Egyptian god Seth. 
In the second chapter I will introduce the Hyksos and the theories surrounding them. Here is where the theoretical perspective of colonialism will be first applied in terms of Hyksos rule in Egypt. Furthermore, in this chapter I will introduce the idea of colonisation theory being used to address the hybrid nature of Seth-Ba’al artefacts. This leads on to my third chapter in which I will focus on and discuss the hybridisation of Seth-Ba’al.  In this chapter I aim to do a materialities based analysis of the 400 Years Stela with regards to the symbols and attributes displayed in the depictions of Seth-Ba’al. 
Chapter four is planned to focus upon the rise of Seth-Ba’al in relation to the material culture related to this god and the possible increase of cult practice. This is where I will bring in the Poem of Pentaur inscription into the discussion because it shows that Seth-Ba’al achieved enough popularity to be associated with a Pharaoh. 
Chapter five will be where I address the question of what effects merging with Ba’al had on Seth and Egyptian ideas about Seth. I aim to do this by examining the fusion and determining whether the effects were positive or negative for the cult of Seth. Local Egyptian culture eventually rejected Canaanite colonisation and in doing so Seth-Ba’al was also rejected.  
One issue I have with my topic is the application of colonisation theory because of how it can be applied to the Hyksos in Egypt. I am not sure whether this kind of occupation applies as ‘colonialism’ in the way that is interpreted by colonisation theory. If I am able to apply this theory then I think it will be extremely helpful in guiding the narrative of my dissertation. 
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