Evaluation the Primary Factors That Contribute to An Individual’s Vulnerability in The Content of Policing

     According to National Police Chiefs’ Council (2020), vulnerability effected by personal factors as age, difference, disability, ethnicity, gender, mental health, religion and sexual orientation also situational factors as adverse family circumstances, adverse community circumstances, adverse cultural influences, coercive control, grooming, immigrant status, isolation, lack of power, lack of support, language barriers poverty, presence of abuser and risky behaviour. The paper will consider the primary factors that contribute to an individual’s vulnerability in the content of policing. The personal and situational factors will be examined under the terrorism subtitle, individual’s vulnerability and terrorist organisations recruitment process. Human resource and its management have crucial role on terrorist organisations existence. According to Yayla (2020), terrorist organisations recruitment process is methodical, well designed and well directed activity. Detailed intelligence reports generated by recruiters about subjects, helps planning the approach tactics. According to Home Office (2023), CONTEST, The United Kingdom’s Strategy for Countering Terrorism, has the key strands for combating terrorism are prevent, pursue, protect, and prepare. Main target of prevent is combat against ideological reasons of terrorism, early intervention of radicalisation and disengaging and rehabilitation of radicalised or terror connected individuals. For early intervention training the staff in education, health, local authorities, police, and criminal justice agencies (prisons, probation, and youth justice) has a crucial role. 
     Two different statistics would be compared to demonstrate similarities by the perspective of vulnerability. The profiles of the terrorist organisations give us vital information to help analysing the vulnerabilities of individuals who wanted to join or manipulated by these organisations. According to Ozeren, Server, Yilmaz and Sozer (2014), demographic characteristics of the 2,270 members of PKK/KCK are grouped as: Age of initial involvement in the organisation are 10-14 years old 10.1%, 15-21 years old 73%. Age of members are 24 years old and below 18%, 25-29 years old 19%, 30-34 years old 26%. Gender of members are 77% male and 23% female with a marital status 92% single and 8% married, 72% primary school education level, 78% unemployed before joining the organisation, 71% of them, they have no employed family members, 81.18% of them have 5 or more siblings. Also %33.85 of the 901 individuals, family member of them lost their life in the organisation and 13% of them they have at least one family member in the organisation.
     According to Stuart (2017), Islamist extremism related offences (IRO) statistics for the period between 1998-2015 in U.K. show 97% of them are young males, 72% of them (included dual nationality holders) U.K. nationals which termed as home-grown terrorism, 20% of the British nationals of those was born abroad, have diverse background, 52% of them have Southern Asia, and half of them from Pakistan. 50% of the offenders are from the most deprived areas, and the neigbourhood population proportion is higher than the national average. 26% of them had higher education. 47% of them were on education or under employment. 55% of them lives with their partners or children. 75% of them was already known by authorities and 48% of them were known by Security Service, and 26% of them had previous criminal conviction. 36% of previous convictions were related to extremism or terrorism. 
     Calvar (2015), discusses theories explains gender and violence which are sexual-selection theory and social-role theory. The nature or nurture, reproductivity success pressure or brought up with specific gender identity based on expected behaviours, are behind the male aggression and violence. It is more identifiable in traditional societies. That helps reader to understand why the leaders, management or members are mainly male in these terrorist organisations regardless the ideology. So, instead of the main view of indicator of strength, male gender can be vulnerability for individuals during the recruiting process to terrorist organisations.
     According to National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (2024), young people are more vulnerable because of they are open to influence and impression, putting them under the risk. So, they are vulnerable for being groomed, under being coercive control or being isolated with manipulation tactics by professional recruiter of these terrorist organisations. High percentage of the young member of terrorist organisations are the proof of easier exploitation of young age people. 
     Also, according to BYU Kennedy Centre (2015), Professor Gabriel Weimann discusses, Islamist terrorist organisations use internet so professionally to deliver their propaganda to young people. Disney characters were used to make animations, to seed self-sacrificing ideology in the children’s brain. Hollywood style action videos put into social media circulation to get the youngsters attention. Old style training camps replaced by online ones. Internet took the physical borders off, distributing the unlawful and dangerous documents became so much easier. Dark web and peer to peer encryption applications abled the secret communications between the members of these terrorist organisations. Security Service MI5 (2024) discusses13% of investigations are for under 18 years old, hard to detect online threats and so many young people are being drawn into online extremism.  So, new generation who learns, entertains, socialize and live on the internet are vulnerable to exploited by terrorist organisations with uncontrolled usage.
     According to the statistics above for IROs, three quarters of offenders have British nationalities who has diverse background. Borum (2004), discusses one of the reasons become terrorist is belonging feeling so, individuals identity search can be pulled by the gravity of extremism and terrorism. So, these people did not feel belong to U.K. even most of them born and lived here. And see the U.K. as enemy while their attacks targeted society. It shows background, ethnicity, belonging feeling could become vulnerability to be used by terrorist organisation to radicalize the people.
     According to Myers (2025), sociologists, economists, and criminologists have common views that poverty and crime rate have high correlation. Poverty has psychological and health effects on individuals and communities because of economic desperation, creates inequality and discrimination with lack of educational and employment opportunities. The statistics show that unemployment, having no or not enough education, feeling the injustice because of the poverty had big impact on joining or being recruited. 
     According to Yayla (2020), recruitment approach can be shown in the diagram:
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Isolation is the step before radicalising. On this step, subject will be forced, very kindly, to stay away from previous social environment. Also, subject needs to be loaded with information, by books, documents, videos and discussions in line with the terrorist organisation. Subject would not be let to engage other ideologies to prevent influence, would not be allowed discuss what they learn, with outside of the organisation to protect secrecy. So, that shows, isolation causes vulnerability to individuals for becoming radicalised without self-awareness and without detection by others.    
    According to Cambridge Dictionary (2024), dogmatic means, certainty of being undeniably right and everyone else or every other belief is wrong. The characteristic of Islam such as its monotheist structure and defining other religions made up or distorted proves it is dogmatic like most of other religions. Dogmatic individuals are unable to work with others and understand oppositions, they are close to other ideas and considering alternatives and only able to work with people who share the same opinions. Impossibility of corporation, flexible and creative thinking, lack of reasonable questioning cause clear adaptation problems with environment. And predictable behaviour is violence to challenges. Belonging to a group or tendencies to spiritualism increases the happiness but religious dogmatism decreases it. The most dangerous factor effect on wellbeing is dogmatism that causes threat personality stabilization and adjusting with environment can result aggression and violence (Malmir, Khanahmadi and Farhud, 2017). That proves any kind of dogmatism, accepting the source information certain right and not discussing alternatives, no tolerance of other ideas or oppositions, causing vulnerability, can be observed indoctrinated member of terrorist organisations and this can be accepted the isolation of ideas.
     According to Learning for Justice Magazine (2024), Jihad term has been used comprehensively as greater jihad which means struggling while trying to reach the good but also used as a warfare while trying to protect the land from non-Muslims (infidels). Same as jihad, martyrdom has a got a greater meaning for Muslim people which indicated in Quran as do not call them dead, they are alive, and they are with God. Also, term includes people lost their lives while they are trying to protect their families, women while giving birth, people who lost their life in a disaster or fire or drowned and under a collapsing building not just while fighting by the name of God to protect religion and land. Martyrdom accepted as ideal for Muslim society because of gaining the best rank after the prophet (Ally, 2023). According to Islam Question & Answer (2024), rewards to martyr are, forgiven sins, heaven, no trial in the grave, under protection on judgement day, highest rank after the prophet, forgiveness to seventy relatives and seventy-two wives. According to Everydayspy Podcast (2023), former C.I.A. agent explains how the service teaches them to manipulate people with R.I.C.E. method (Reward, Ideology, Coercion, Ego). This tactic was used by Islamist terrorist organisations, as well as the other organisations, to redicalise  the subjects, even able to send them suicide attacks with reward of being martyr. So religious beliefs, under the extremist interpretation cause vulnerabilities for individuals.  
     According to Ministery of Justice (2021), Some of the prisoners feel isolated, lost, and lonely and having difficulties adaptation to prison life, and become vulnerable. Then they could be the target for radicalisation. But the research has done in three high security prisons in England shows that there is not noteworthy evidence to prove prisons are the major risks to spreading Islamist extremism. Study shows that staff, imams, and other agencies working together to prevent. It has been considered as faith could be useful to deal with custody environment. But also educating the prisoners against extremism, segregation of extremists from other prisoners and rehabilitate them, moving them to another establishment, mixing the diverse backgrounds (instead of separating) are the some of the prevention techniques have been used, which helped the prisoners not being victim of Islamist extremism. However, the statistics above shows half of the offenders (IROs) were known by security service and %36 percent of previously convicted ones were convicted because of extremism or terrorism, which shows us these people were not checked properly after their convictions if they are deradicalised and stop engaging in terrorist activities.
     As conclusion, defining the main factors of vulnerabilities has a vital importance to plan prevention tactics for police. According to Home Office (2024), objectives of prevent is fighting against the ideological grounds of terrorism, early intervention to stop radicalising, disengaging and rehabilitation of people who already engaged with terrorism, briefly stop the people before becoming a terrorist or supporter of a terrorist orgnisation.  So, if the vulnerabilities, which can be exploited by terrorist organisations, are eliminated or lowered, so the terrorism risk will be. The threats caused by vulnerabilities to become radicalised or taking part in terrorist attacks cannot be stopped just by police forces, partnership working has crucial role according to early intervention. According to Counter Terrorism Policing (2024), about 7,000 people are being referred each year under prevention program to assess if they under risk and what kind of partnership working needs to support those individuals. Finally, nobody born as terrorist. To prevent it, vulnerabilities should be tackled so human source of terrorist organisations can be dried up so its existence.
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