Social Inclusion and Equality
What are the key social elements that impact on a learner’s ability to access education?

Introduction
This essay will discuss three key social elements that has an impact on a learner’s ability to access education. The Equality Act 2010 protects education through giving it legal rights. The three areas that will be presented in this essay are to do with: discrimination and disability, which affects all types of disabilities, mentally and physically; social exclusion and poverty has been linked together to see if poverty can affect inclusion within education; and thirdly discrimination and racism, which will explore how racism is in education. 

Disability
A key social element that has an impact on a learner’s ability to access education is disability. Disability is defined as a person with “a physical or mental impairment that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ negative effect on [an individual’s] ability to do normal daily activities.” (GOV.UK, 2018). It is illegal for a school or other provider of education to treat an individual with a disability differently. 
Individuals who have a disability have rights to protect them from discrimination. These rights to protect individuals with disabilities include: direct discrimination, for example being refused to take in play activities due to their disability; indirect discrimination, for example there not being any facilities that accommodate disabled individuals such as ramps or disabled toilets; discrimination occurring because of the individual being disabled, for example being unable to take part in certain physical activities as the individual cannot access the yard; harassment, for example a teacher seems to repeatedly single out the same individual to tell off for something due to their disability and to use them as an example to the class; victimisation, for example the individual with the disability being blamed when they have complained about the harassment caused by the teacher. 
These are prevented through three implementations: Reasonable Adjustments, Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, also Higher Education. 
Reasonable adjustments are implemented by educational providers where they must ensure that disabled individuals are not discriminated against. They achieve this through providing extra support and aids to those individuals through taking on specialist teachers or obtaining equipment. However, schools are not enforced by law to implement reasonable adjustments duty to alter physical features, such as putting in ramps. Still, they must make the building accessible for all students, including individuals with disabilities in their total planning duties. 
All pre-schools, nurseries, state schools and local authorities that are funded through the government, must try to identify and help with assessing children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 
All universities and higher education colleges must employ people within the support department who can assist students with disabilities with finding out what support they can offer them. Individuals with disabilities can also go to their local social services to have an assessment that will help them with their day-to-day living needs. 

Social Exclusion and Poverty
Another key social element that has an impact on a learner’s ability to access education is social exclusion and poverty. Social Exclusion is defined “as a concept, captures the process through which people’s lives are shaped by multiple disadvantages without the material and social resources most of us take for granted.” (Pierson, J., 2016). Poverty has many definitions such as: child poverty, when a child comes from a poor family or may be an orphan; relative poverty, when a person will not have the average amount of income that everyone in their society will have; also, absolute poverty, when a person will not have the minimum amount of income for basic needs, for example health care, clean water, shelter, food, education etc. 
People who are living in poverty and social exclusion will go through issues such as: having a lack of income, where the learner will be less likely to go onto further education and higher education due to the low expectations that the parents perceive that they can achieve because the parents themselves my not have attended further or higher education; due to the parents feeling that there are limited opportunities for their children and because of their limited educational level, their focus on education may seem less important than being able to buy food for the children to eat and for their children to have basic necessities and objects such as games and toys that their friends have, this can be because they will only see short term goals, instead of the long term goals of education, which may impact on their decision making process for allowing their children to attend trips, extra-curricular activities, and purchasing learning tools; families that are in poverty may only live day-to-day existence, therefor this will have an impact on their children attending school, for example a parent may feel a day out with them shopping may be more beneficial than the child’s learning; families who live in rural areas may have their local schools closed, due to financial expense placed upon councils with things like the repair of old buildings and keeping a school warm and the employment of teachers, thus many of councils have resorted to busing children in to main schools in larger areas, which has brought conflict due to the lifestyle differences between rural children and town children. 
This is prevented through implementations such as: flying start; free school meals; school uniforms; transport; parental lessons.
Flying start is an early year’s programme that is there for families with children aged 3 years and under in disadvantaged areas to develop the child’s language, cognitive, social and physical development, emotional skills and the early identification of high needs. 
Free school meals are for individuals whose parents or guardians do not earn a required amount of money, thus the school will provide money for the individual to have food for free in school. This is also good through the money being put onto a fob or thumbprint, therefor the other students will not know that the individual is receiving free school meals. 
School uniform is there for the pupil and their family to not have to worry about their clothing everyday and that they are easy to wash. It is also good to promote equality and prevent bullying with people who will wear unbranded clothing. 
Transport is provided by the council and is therefore free to the pupils, which makes it easier for the parents who do not drive or cannot afford to put their child on public transport every day. It also makes it easier for the parents who need to be at work for a certain time and doesn’t have to worry about their child being late for school. 
There are sessions that are provided by the schools for the parents to come in and further their own education, therefor they will be able to help their children with things like their homework, also furthering their own careers and hopefully getting better jobs. 

Racism
One more key social element that has an impact on a learner’s ability to access education is racism. Racism is defined as a “conduct or words or practices which advantage or disadvantage people because of their colour, culture or ethnic origin.” (Macpherson, 1999). It is against the law to discriminate against someone because of their race along with their colour, nationality, ethnicity or national origin because it comes under the protected characteristics. 
Racist discrimination can come in four forms: direct discrimination, for example treating someone with an Islamic belief with caution; indirect discrimination, for example celebrating biblical holidays such as Easter, however not celebrating holidays other religious holidays; harassment, for example calling someone by a racist name or phrases such as ‘go back to your own country’; also victimisation, for example someone complaining about harassment and then it turns into bullying. 
Racism in schools can cause the learner to: feel anxious and unhappy with themselves, which can make it harder for the learner to make friends, can cause them to fall behind on school work, it can also cause for their focus to wonder, therefor their exam results may lower; the learner can be confused about their identity as they aren’t being educated enough about their race/ culture in school, which can cause for them to become aggressive and disruptive in class or uninterested in school; other pupils may not be very informed on other people beliefs and may bully individuals who are different, which can cause the individual to disengage with their schooling; the individual may have a native language that is stronger than the language that everyone else uses, therefor the individual may not fully understand what they are being or taught or even be teased or picked on for their accent. 
This can be prevented or resolved through: communicating with one another; and becoming more educated; also adding prayer rooms. 
If an individual is being discriminated because of their race, a way of resolving this would be for the individual to talk with their teacher or head teacher. They are there to try and help the child with any issue, especially ones as serious as discrimination. 
Another way of preventing racism is to become educated and more knowledgeable on other people’s beliefs and ethnicity. From the early years in schools, they often employ people from minority ethnic backgrounds to help the young persons to integrate and to teach the other young persons in the class about culture and beliefs through play work and programmes. 
Additional ways that racism is prevented is through more schools, colleges and universities having multi-belief prayer rooms, international student offices, cultural events, counsellors, student advisors, they also accommodate for people’s beliefs with food. 
Conclusion
To conclude, this essay found that there can be solutions and that there are solutions which have been implemented within schools and other educational providers that will protect and benefit pupils and student from discrimination, whether it be racially, culturally, because of disability or lack of inclusion due to poverty. Therefor, through these procedures and policies, no child or young person should ever feel excluded because education is about inclusion and guiding all young pupil to obtain their full potential, “children who are disabled, either mentally or physically, have a right to special care and education so they can lead full and independent lives.” (UNICEF, 2018). 
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