HPEN 4005  READING & WRITING DRAMA

SESSION 6: The role of crisis, conflict and resolution in a story.

WRITING PRACTICE

1.  Creative Assignment
Start work on a new piece/develop and earlier idea  focusing on one of the  two main kinds of conflict. 

· External Conflict: 

The protagonist struggles with another character (the antagonist) or with a against an impersonal force (eg injustice, racism, bureacracy, poverty, floods, famine). 

· Internal (psychological) Conflict
a struggle within the mind of a character. 

2. Workshop
Addressing the RESOLUTION of CONFLICT through a kind of CRISIS, develop one of the following structures for a dynamic plot

· from problem to solution

· from questions to answers

· from mystery to solution

· from conflict to peace

· from danger to safety

· from confusion to order

· from dilemma to decision

· from ignorance to knowledge

 
_________________________________

(for session 7: Compelling characters to act in a dynamic way- think of the faerie tale)

Material on the significance of faerie tales – for The Skriker and your own writing practice

- Bruno Bettelheim 


- Maria Tatar on the family romance of fairy tales

READING TEXT

(i) Read The Skriker and think about how it is constructed (compare to both monologue and realist drama)

(ii) Consider the dramatic elements that we’ve looked at before - 

· Openings/ closings

· precision of language

· plot – clarity?

· characterisation

· variety of tone

· variety of pace

· texture of the duologues/dialogues

· balance of shorter & longer passages?

· role allocated to spectator/ reader


- How does Churchill’s text differ?
(i)  How does she employ the elements of time, space, self?

(ii)  How does the text achieve is dramatic impact?

(iii)  How does it affect you? (emotional  impact of different kind of structure)
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