Children, Young People and 
Families BMPH 5004
Name: Roseline O Awolumate
I.D Number: 2005237
Lecturer Name: Joanna Fender






















































Table of Contents
INTRODUCTION	2
PURPOSE OF STUDY	2
Child Protection and Safeguarding	2
Children and Childhood- Past and Present	3
General Principles to Child Safeguarding	5
International and Regional Child Rights Frameworks to Guide Safeguarding	5
The Standards are based on the following set of principles and guidelines:	6
Relevant Treaties and Articles for Safeguarding Children	6
Conclusion	8
Reference:	8



























[bookmark: _Toc121266199]
INTRODUCTION

This essay seeks to examine the social construction of childhood and child safeguarding, starting with a consideration of its historical backdrop and shifting societal perspectives. The influence of Aries's work on the industrial revolution will be discussed. Throughout this section, references to historical perspectives on children will be made.
Depending on the society in which a child is raised, childhoods are socially shaped differently (Coster, 2007). The way that childhood is seen "varies widely across cultures and generations," claim James & James (2004). Since childhood is "intricately intertwined with other socioeconomic challenges," it cannot be studied in isolation (Norozi and Moen, 2016). The amount of time a child spends growing up has a significant impact on their experience of childhood as societal attitudes change. When comparing childhoods in the past with the present, it is evident that there has been a substantial difference (Coster, 2007). Previously, it was common for kids to work in factories, but now "governments must defend children against economic exploitation and employment that is harmful or can impair their health, development, or education" (UNICEF, 2010).

[bookmark: _Toc121266201]Child Protection and Safeguarding

Nothing is more vital than the wellbeing of children. As soon as a need is detected, children in need of help and protection are entitled to effective and high-quality support.
We want a system that serves the greatest interests of children and families, not the reverse. Practitioners would have a clear understanding of their responsibilities and how they must collaborate with others in such a system.
[bookmark: _Int_QXCntAsN][bookmark: _Int_ELr5yvIp]Although parents and other caregivers are ultimately in charge of their children, local governments also have a specific duty to protect and advance the welfare of all children within their jurisdiction. To do this, they must work together with partner organizations and agencies. Section 17 of the Children Act of 1989 requires local authorities to provide services to children in need in their area, regardless of where the children are located. Section 47 of the same Act requires local authorities to conduct investigations if they believe a child has 
experienced or is likely to experience significant harm. The Lead Member for Children's 

Services and the Director of Children's Services in local governments are the main political and professional responsibility points for the effective completion of these responsibilities.
[bookmark: _Int_zwFiON7w][bookmark: _Int_jpDng0wH]In order for local authorities to carry out their responsibilities under Section 11 of the Children Act 2004, other partners, many of whom have specific obligations, must fully cooperate. Section 10 of the same Act requires the local authority to create measures to stimulate cooperation between itself and other organizations and agencies in order to improve the welfare of neighbouring children. This collaboration should be present and fruitful at every organizational level, from the strategic to the tactical.
[bookmark: _Int_bBYgbVFt]This relationship is strengthened by the Children Act of 2004 as amended by the Children and Social Work Act of 2017 with the imposition of extra obligations on key local agencies. Under, the police, clinical commissioning groups, and local authorities are responsible for establishing plans to work and engage with other local partners in order to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children within their authority. Every person who deals with children or families has a duty.
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[bookmark: _Int_SZOZQf8i][bookmark: _Int_dZrCaD9i][bookmark: _Int_ho4deAb8]Childhood is said to be a relatively young phenomenon in the history of childhood. As a result, the notion that infancy deserves a special position in society is relatively new. According to some historians, the concept of childhood as a distinct period of life did not arise until the 16th and 17th centuries (Mouritsen, 2002). Aries (1982) believed that social development occurred throughout childhood. Understanding the particular traits of infancy is related to the notion of childhood, according to Aries (1982). With this information, it is simple to tell the difference between a kid and an adult. Aries finds that this knowledge was lacking in medieval civilization after researching medieval art, literature, philosophical and theological publications, as well as communication.
[bookmark: _Int_Ud5CeTrz]When a child in medieval society could survive without a mother or other major caregiver, the child was considered an adult (nanny). Some scholars, such as Gittens (2004) and Corsaro (2011), have contested the dramatic assumptions made by Aries in his historical work on infancy based only on the study of medieval art and literature.
[bookmark: _Int_baFQjrWM]Despite the fact that Aries's work was a useful resource for the history of childhood, they stress its vagueness and simplicity. Children were considered in Dionysian viewpoints as "little devils" who were born with fundamental defects and were consequently innately nasty, unsocialized, and uncivilized humans. Apollonian beliefs, which describe infants as good and pure at birth, emerged later than Dionysian views. Instead of work, childhood is seen as a time for play, pleasure, and enjoyment. Aries notes that children were formerly linked with innocence. Adults, particularly women, considered children as a source of amusement.
[bookmark: _Int_h5oETz6e][bookmark: _Int_y4AXc9Mo][bookmark: _Int_adkBYRhO]In the 1970s and 1980s, there was a change in the way people saw children and childhood, which James (2012) calls a "break with convention". Several efforts concerning the position of children in society were formed, including the proclamation of 1979 as the International Year of the Child and the conceptions of "world's children," "child abuse," and "happy, safe, protected, innocent childhood". In academics, established beliefs about children and childhood have also started to be questioned. James mentions Donaldson (1978), who attempted to dispute Piaget's acclaimed research on infant development. The acceptance of Vygotsky's ideas coincided with the realization that children played an independent and dynamic role in the process of human development. Jean Piaget's colleagues, particularly the Russian psychologist Vygotsky, questioned and criticized the notion that the developmental process is universal and natural. He maintained that a child's social and cultural environment influenced his or her development, thought processes, and social interactions. The evolution of the contemporary school and the nuclear middle-class family, which assigned distinct responsibilities to children, contributed to the formation of the current conception of children and childhood (Mouritsen, 2002). According to Mouritsen (2002), the reason of this growth is the "Marxist concept of class." Marxists assert that the concept of childhood benefits the bourgeoisie. Because the bourgeoisie need educated labour for their service. The bourgeoisie's great goal of institutionalization and education, which aimed to ensure that children became productive, well-behaved adults, gave birth to the modern concept of childhood (Mouritsen 2002). The emphasis was on the formulation and implementation of legislation mandating that children attend school for a particular period of time in order to acquire the requisite skills. The law was drafted with respect for the interactions between parents and teachers, based on the idea that investing in education is crucial for the nation's future (James & James, 2008). After industrialization, it is required that children attend school. Consequently, children are seen as financially dependent on their parents, and this age of dependence shapes how children are viewed in the majority of contemporary societies.
[bookmark: _Int_sI3F724N]Modern conceptions of children and childhood lay significant emphasis on how children interact with adults and other children in groups. Nonetheless, the focus remained on how adults saw children and childhood. Every aspect of children's lives, including child rearing and child research, was overseen by adults. Still unexplained was the notion of a child as a social actor and agent. Beginning in the 1970s, children started to be considered as "social actors," according to James (2009). James & James (2008) outline the main concepts of childhood studies while emphasizing that the concept of social actors arose in the 1970s. According to James & James, (2008) what childhood studies have revealed about children's agency as social actors is both their theoretical and empirical contributions to the topic. How much agency and action a child is capable of is a question presented by Mayall (2007). Kortholt (2005) stresses the topic by concentrating on two narrative passages from a book produced by the Danish project "children as fellow citizens". She emphasizes the considerable challenges this structure offers for research and policy (Jenks, 2004). Kortholt (2005) suggests that it must be viewed critically in light of the complex moral and cultural milieu in which children live. Other than that, "human beings" and "human becoming's" are used to differentiate between adults and children. Occasionally, distinct concepts of childhood arise within the same group. Significant historical change occurs in the social category of childhood, which is formed by ideas, ideologies, cultures, and values (Jenks, 2004).
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[bookmark: _Toc121266204]International and Regional Child Rights Frameworks to Guide Safeguarding

[bookmark: _Int_W5lUREGz][bookmark: _Int_CjvQPXAy][bookmark: _Int_LPFeGLGT][bookmark: _Int_9QT1wrck]There are strong reasons for more programming convergence as well as significant links between violence against women and violence against children (Guedes et al. 2018). However, there is a need for a focused discussion on the unique needs and rights of children since these issues have been somewhat diluted in many policy contexts. The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC (Convention on the Rights of the Child) (Convention on the Rights of the Child)) is briefly cited in relation to child protection as a source of guidance and fundamental standards, albeit these mentions are mostly aspirational and transitory. This section looks at how existing monitoring methods for human rights laws and child rights standards may help make efforts to ensure children's protection in humanitarian and development settings more enduring and consistent.

[bookmark: _Toc121266205]The Standards are based on the following set of principles and guidelines:
· Every child is entitled to equal protection from danger.
· Everyone is responsible for promoting the safety of children.
· Organisations and agencies owe a duty of care to children with whom they interact, who are impacted by their activities, or with whom they collaborate.
· Organisations that collaborate with partners are obligated to assist those partners in meeting the basic protection criteria.
· All child protection measures are conducted in the child's best interests, which are paramount (Corsaro, 2011).

[bookmark: _Toc121266206]Relevant Treaties and Articles for Safeguarding Children

[bookmark: _Int_xiAWpZhe]The CRC is the primary document regarding a child's right to be protected from violence. In the local context, the European Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ECRWC) includes clauses on children's rights to protection. Focusing on children's rights assists in framing the problem's solution and challenges approaches that see children as "objects in need of assistance rather than as humans with rights" (Tobin, 2019). The child rights approach also recognizes that children are not "adults-to-be" but rather independent human beings.
[bookmark: _Int_Oeo4XicI]The Committee on the Rights of the Child oversees the compliance of State parties with CRC obligations externally (the CRC Committee). The UK (Uni Kingdom) Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (the UK Committee) is tasked with reviewing UK governments' compliance with the ECRWC. State parties must regularly submit reports to the committees. The committees then provide their Conclusions and Recommendations. Although these judgments and recommendations are not legally enforceable, they often serve as a guide for action and have an "intensifying or catalytic effect" on the political and legal systems of countries (Sloth-Nielsen 2018)

[bookmark: _Int_SvTGxTmb][bookmark: _Int_kv2Y5p4K][bookmark: _Int_T3ptnf5a]A rights-based strategy should investigate the many linkages between children's treaty-based rights and humanitarian and development efforts. This has to cover all possible risks. Additional forms of exploitation, such as child labour, were highlighted in the UNHCR and Save the Children research from 2008. According to an adolescent from United Kingdom, "I am required to perform activities like cleaning underwear in exchange for food since I am a fatherless child and do not have a mother. Without my parents, I have no support and endure a lot of abuse, thus I wish I still had them " (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees & Save the Children UK 2002). Child abuse concerns are primarily under the CRC problem (or "cluster") relating to violence against children. The CRC Committee explains that this cluster consists of measures to prohibit and eliminate all harmful practices, including but not limited to female genital mutilation and early and forced marriages, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse, and the right not to be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment (United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child 2015). Child labour and other forms of exploitation must be reported under the cluster for particular protection measures (United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child 2015). Relevant ECRWC articles include those on child labour, child abuse and torture, damaging social and cultural practices, armed conflicts, and sexual exploitation. The European Committee elaborates on the steps necessary to improve ECRWC implementation in its General Comment No. 5 on State Party Obligations under the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, and Systems Strengthening for Child Protection. In particular, the European Committee exhorts States to "adopt a holistic approach" to realize the right to survival, development, and protection granted to children under Article 5 of the ECRWC. The European Committee observes that through improving child protection services, this is made feasible (European Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 2019). A system-strengthening approach would include the child's immediate formal and informal local settings (European Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 2019).




[bookmark: _Toc121266207]Conclusion

[bookmark: _Int_QJf8FyKT]Remarks "The thinking of a child cannot be derived just from intrinsic psychological elements or from the effect of the physical environment," says Brown (2009). "It must also be regarded as a result of those interactions which are developed between the child and the surrounding social milieu" (Brown, 1999). Child protection is not a universal nor a natural process; rather, it is tightly tied to social and cultural contexts. Even if the definitions of a child and childhood change from time to time and context to context, all children have one characteristic. That is, children are seen differently than adults. It indicates that children have all they need and that adults should understand how children think. Child protection ideas vary according on culture and circumstance. Even within the same civilisation, the way children were seen changed significantly throughout time. Additionally, it is essential to recognize that infancy cannot be isolated from other social elements. It is fantastic that the subject of sexual exploitation and abuse has gained more attention and that there is a strong consensus and will to address it. The collection of rules may aid nongovernmental organizations in advancing child protection and socializing their efforts while reducing organizational risk, especially for organizations with headquarters or donor financing in the Global North. Given that non-State actors often provide the majority of services to children in the world's least developed countries and so have a considerable effect on their protection, this is an important endeavour. This must cover all hazards and perils, including those posed by the digital age. Due to the intimate linkages and interdependence between intra-organizational activities and national systems, it is also necessary to go beyond intra-organizational policies and self-regulation. NGOs and governments must share responsibilities for child safety. Instead of being dictated by the most recent occurrence, efforts must be driven by a real commitment to the treaty-based rights of children if they are to be maintained and lead to substantial change for children.
[bookmark: _Toc121266208]
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