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THE HOST
I entered this project with the intention of finding out as much as I could about the filmmaking process and the different roles required for filmmaking. I was surprised to find that the list of crew needed to successfully create a feature length film is extensive and diverse, with roles from director and producer all the way to a location manager and construction coordinator. Knowing that during this project I would need to take on board at least aspects of at least one of these roles to help the process and our limited resources I decided to research some of the roles that I was most interested in, or that I knew I would end up having a part in playing[footnoteRef:1]. My research and thoughts on each of the roles can be found in Appendix 1.  [1:  https://www.masterclass.com/articles/film-industry-jobs#10-essential-postproduction-film-jobs] 

Before we began to discuss ideas as a group we went away separately and watched various short films to get an idea of what successful short films look like and to gain some inspiration for our own short films. I managed to watch quite a few including ROT, 2 plus 2 and Dust. I also watched the BBC tv series Staged with David Tennant and Michael Sheen. I really enjoyed the series and it encouraged me to investigate the possibilities of filming over zoom further. The complete list of short films and who created them can be found in Appendix 2 and my bibliography. I also attended a workshop called Journey into filmmaking with Blake Ridder, and my insights from the workshop can be found in Appendix 3.
The first thing we did as a group was discuss what a film pitch was and what we would need to have a successful pitch. We eventually narrowed down our ideas to two, Wylde and The Host, and so we went about creating a ten-minute pitch for each film that would include the title, plot, characters and first scene among other things. To ensure that everyone contributed to the development of the pitch we allocated a section to each person to work on. Each day we would gather and discuss what we had achieved and come up with, so that everyone could voice opinions and suggest improvements or suggest a new direction to explore that had not already been thought of. For this task, I was assigned to develop the characters after our initial hot-seating exercises, and to consider the costumes for the characters. In Appendix 4 you can see some of the designs and character briefs I came up with for Wylde and the initial ideas for Host. 
After presenting the two pitches we received feedback from both our lectures, Keiron, Dan, Brett and Lloyd, and our classmates and based on that we decided to pursue with The Host rather than Wylde for several reasons. The main reasons were that given the time constraint we had and our inability to film in person, we would not be able to do the film as much justice as we would like to and would thus be disappointed with the result at the end if we had continued with Wylde. 
Now that we had decided on which film idea we were going to continue with we started the process of writing the script and further developing the characters and their relationships to each other. The basis of The Host is that a group of friends are attending a zoom grief counselling session after the death of their friend Jackson due to a car accident. The group are attempting to reconcile not only with each other but also their feelings over Jackson’s death and are hoping that these group sessions will help all of them move on. However, during this session tensions rise high as blame for the accident is thrown around along with pleas of seeking forgiveness and drunken, disorderly behaviour. The counsellor attempts to bring the session back to the correct focus but is unexpectedly forced out of the zoom call. Without the counsellor the group feel comfortable to speak freely, leading to arguments. This comes to a head when William snaps and makes everyone listen to him. From here it is a quick paced thriller where each friend is killed off one by one by a mysterious Host with a glitch. In addition, each of them dies in a method related to what happened the night of the accident. William is killed by alcohol, Maddie by music and Adam is run over by his car. Izzy is left alone and pleads with the Host, who turns out to be Jackson, not to kill her because that night was not her fault. We then discover via a voicemail that she had told Jackson she wished he died on that night leaving her distraught before the final cut scene. In Appendix 5 you can find the completed script. 
During the process of writing the script we were given plenty of feedback from Keiron and Dan to improve it. At the beginning we were told that perhaps the focus of the dialogue was backwards, and that we were concentrating too much on insulting and arguing with each other and so our reactions to the characters dying were non-existent and vague. Because of this feedback we stripped back the insults without removing the desired hostility and made the reactions to the deaths and the glitches created by the Host the most important part for the audience to become invested in. 
The character that I played in The Host was Maddie, and the main challenge I faced when it came to portraying Maddie included finding the right balance of emotions for her to be feeling in the session. She is secretly in love with Jackson and partially blames herself for what had happened. She also feels betrayed by her friends because they left her alone in the hospital after the incident for two days with no comfort. She is not completely in control of her emotions and so she can go from melancholy to angry to amused in a matter of moments. This causes her to be unpredictable. I at times found it difficult to find the right balance of these different emotions, however any direction I was given from Keiron or Lloyd I took on board to improve my character. An example of this is in the opening monologue I had initially had Maddie very distraught and struggling to find words to describe how she felt about losing Jackson, however Keiron suggested that I strip it back and have her play it much more stoically, show her emotional turmoil through lack of emotion, and I found that the character seemed much more realistic and believable. Another part of Maddie’s character I found difficult, but enjoyed the challenge of, was her death scene. Trying to find the balance of it not being too over the top and unbelievable, but also conveying that she is panicking and in pain was an interesting mindset to get into, and I used the technique of transference to try and find that emotion. A few years ago, I received news that I may have had a brain tumour or a blood clot on my brain, and I remembered the sheer panic I experienced at that time and tried to channel it into my performance, along with the memory of the most intense pain I have ever experienced. I used Uta Hagen’s six steps to help me understand and get into Maddie’s character better and the outcome can be found in Appendix 6.
As a group, I feel that we had a roller-coaster type experience with highs and lows. We began the project all passionate about creating a great film that would leave us all proud of the work we produced, however this quickly diminished, and unprofessionalism seeped into the practices of some of the group members with regards to time keeping and respect towards all members of the group. As an attempt to combat this myself and Amy Hayward collaborated and created a schedule that the whole group agreed on to try and bring some form of stability to our rehearsals and script writing sessions, however it quickly became clear that this would not be enough to solve the problem completely. Conflict also arose in the script writing as some ideas were vetoed as they were not considered to be ‘covid-friendly’ and others were more inclined to go with what was decided, thus leaving a greater burden on the remaining members of the group. On the day of filming, we were also one actor down, which while understandable, left the remainder of us slightly off balance. 
Some personal challenges that I had to face during this process included my internet connection being lost, my mental health having a negative impact on my outlook on the project and my own performances and finding a location in which I would be able to film in peace without disturbing others. I overcame the internet issue by using a mobile hotspot to support all the meetings and calls. With regards to the location, I used my family summerhouse so I had privacy and could record without fear of distraction. The last challenge, that of my mental health has been difficult to overcome and I have needed to take each day as it comes to remain positive about the project. 
Overall, I thought that the film was good and well structured. If I could change anything it would be that I would loosen up Maddie’s character. While the contrast between her character and the other characters was good, I personally felt I was a little tense and I was possibly wooden in my performance, so I would loosen her up more. I would also shorten her death scene, having it escalate quicker rather than allow it to drag for as long as it did.   
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Appendix 1
Roles I took an interest in in the filmmaking industry.
The first role that I took a deeper into was that of Production Manager. A project manager generally works directly for or with a film producer. Their job is to communicate between the producer and the other staff involved in the project about the films over all progress. Some of the responsibilities of a production manager include keeping the film on budget, making sure the production remains on schedule and arranging day to day issues such as travel of accommodation for cast and crew on locations. Due to being responsible for the budget and schedule, the production manager is most likely to be the first aware of any potential delays or budget issues. As a result, they would be responsible for communicating these potential setbacks to the director and producer.[footnoteRef:2]After researching more about production managers, I realised that it must be a very stressful job and one that requires a lot of patience. Organisation and being able to budget are also essential skills for a successful production manager as they need to ensure that the project remains on schedule and remains on budget, allowing for a little breathing room for any unexpected expenses or events.  [2: https://learn.org/articles/What_Is_the_Job_Description_of_a_Film_Production_Manager.html#:~:text=A%20film%20production%20manager%20generally%20works%20directly%20with,the%20film%20crew%20and%20actors%20and%20arranging%20] 

During this project I took on role of joint production manager along with Amy Hayward, as we were attempting to keep our rehearsals on schedule, along with ensuring that any day-to-day issues were addressed, and thus the schedule adjusted accordingly. I found this stressful as quite often we would only be given short notice that we needed to amend things, which in turn led to slight hostility in the group, along with frustration and a personal sense of defeat when everything seemed to be stacked against us with no clear solution. 
The next role I researched into more deeply was that of the costume designer. I was interested in this role because I thought it was a different and inventive way of being creative and showing character. The role of a costume designer is to work with the director and decide based on the film topic what each character should wear while filming. The costume designer will create a range of designs varying from traditionally draw to photoshopped designs to collages so that those who must create the costumes have something to work from. The reason that a costume designer is so important is because they, along with the director, are creating the world in which the characters are living through the costumes.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  https://www.cssd.ac.uk/blog/what-costume-designer] 

I was excited to try my hand at this during this project as it was a new opportunity and I was able to see how each item of clothing chosen for the costume can add to the character’s story, for example, Izzy’s character is wearing a black dress and cardigan throughout The Host. The reason behind this is that even though an amount of time has past since the accident, Izzy is still personally mourning his death because of her feelings for him, and so continues to wear black as a sign of respect for him. I found thee whole process of putting together costume ideas fun and creatively stimulating.
The next role I looked at in more depth was the key make-up artist. Before I came to university, I had done a course in make-up artistry and so I knew I would gravitate towards this role. I was interested to learn that the make-up department on set has a sort of hierarchy with the key make-up artist at the top and the assistant make-up artists at the bottom. The key make-up artist is responsible for designing the make-up for each character and then assigning a make-up artist to apply it.[footnoteRef:4] Like with costume design I enjoyed this, even though in the end the work I had done was cut from the film due to camera quality and feedback from tutors. Being able to use make-up as a means of adding to character is a useful tool that I will use in the future.  [4: https://www.thebalancecareers.com/make-up-artist-1283464 ] 

The final role I had a deeper look into was that of a screenwriter. Because this project was collaborative, I knew that I would have a hand in writing the script and so I was interested in knowing what a professional screenwriter would do. A screenwriter is responsible for writing and developing scripts for film and TV. There are two ways of doing this, by writing an original screenplay or by adapting an existing story into a screenplay or they could join an existing project, normally in TV. A script needs to be written in such a way that the person reading it can imagine what they are reading as happening right in front of them, so they can visualise the setting, feel the emotions and even see how it might work on the screen before filming starts. Often screenwriters will write three drafts of the same script before it is presented to a producer or film studio, the draft that is presented often referred to as ‘the polish’. Sometimes a screenwriter is commissioned to write a script. Once a script has been given the go ahead from a studio or producer, other screenwriters are often brought in to get the script ready for production with the assistance of a development producer. If this is the case, then any additional screenwriter is given a share of credit for the script.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.screenskills.com/careers/job-profiles/film-and-tv-drama/development-film-and-tv-drama-job-profiles/screenwriter/#:~:text=Screenwriters%20prepare%20their%20script%20in%20a%20way%20that,to%20tight%20deadlines.%20Screenwriters%20are%20almost%20always%20freelancers.] 

I found this process of joint screenwriting to be interesting. While we did manage to have some fun and were generally very encouraging of each other’s ideas, there were times where differences in opinion caused conflict and misunderstandings. There were also times where some members of the group were unwilling to contribute ideas, thus leaving a greater burden on the remaining script writers. 




Appendix 2
Short Films I watched to gain inspiration for this module.
2plus2=5[footnoteRef:6] - Director: Babak Anvari, Writers: Babak Anvari, Gavin Cullen[footnoteRef:7]. [6:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTjM6S-kOmg]  [7:  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1701187/] 

Connect[footnoteRef:8]- Writer / Director - Samuel Abrahams, Producer - Beau Gordon, DOP - Sam Care, Editor - Chris McKay, Composer - Philip Zikking[footnoteRef:9] [8:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpOSIYHxAaE]  [9:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpOSIYHxAaE] 

Don’t Look Away[footnoteRef:10]- Director: Christopher Cox, Writer: Christopher Cox[footnoteRef:11] [10:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4f3hG-5grlw]  [11:  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6935490/] 

Dust[footnoteRef:12] - Written and directed by Ben Ockrent & Jake Russell, Produced by Catherine Bailey[footnoteRef:13] [12:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDop0Je7svk]  [13:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDop0Je7svk] 

Eyelash[footnoteRef:14] - Written and directed by Jesse Lewis-Reece.[footnoteRef:15] [14:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTN6y_nicnc]  [15:  https://www.cheatit.co/news/eyelash-longlisted-at-bafta-2021#:~:text=Eyelash%20is%20an%20adaptation%20of%20spoken%20word%20poet,often%20debilitating%20experiences%20of%20a%20person%20with%20OCD.] 

Guest[footnoteRef:16] - Written and Directed by: Finn Callan[footnoteRef:17] [16:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-5Upq2hcOA]  [17:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-5Upq2hcOA] 

Hope[footnoteRef:18] - Written/Directed/Edited By Alexa Wint[footnoteRef:19] [18:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMVRyqHoF4E]  [19:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMVRyqHoF4E] 

Human Instincts[footnoteRef:20]- Written, Directed, and Edited by: Nikola Stojkovic, Produced by: Dylan Morris, Cinematography by: Hannah Welever, Music by: Nick Stubblefield[footnoteRef:21] [20:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EwYkOFkcWA]  [21:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EwYkOFkcWA] 

I’ve been hearing strange noises from my attic – By Rob Savage[footnoteRef:22] [22: https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=I%27ve+been+hearing+strange+noises+from+my+attic+short+film&&view=detail&mid=818C163CC689C1845688818C163CC689C1845688&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DI%2527ve%2520been%2520hearing%2520strange%2520noises%2520from%2520my%2520attic%2520short%2520film%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Di%2527ve%2520been%2520hearing%2520strange%2520noises%2520from%2520my%2520attic%2520short%2520film%26sc%3D0-57%26sk%3D%26cvid%3D8F9B07418B1747BDA2B2B8F421198BDA] 

Mandem[footnoteRef:23]- Written & Directed by John Ogunmuyiwa, Producer - Emily Everdee, Director of Photography - Pep Bosch, Editor - Marvin Jay Alvarez [23:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwTPPdMs6yo] 

Monday[footnoteRef:24]- Created by Short Films- GGC-TV[footnoteRef:25] [24:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwdzsaVefmM]  [25:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSm94Z9T116IFTx_vk5WCSg] 

Monster[footnoteRef:26]- Director: Jennifer Kent, Writer: Jennifer Kent[footnoteRef:27] [26:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OAAcHcFzMyk]  [27:  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0466566/] 

Mop[footnoteRef:28]- Writer: Peter Bamforth Director: Dominic Houghton Producer: Peter Bamforth Director of Photography: Ersan Beskardes Sound Design: Benjamin Ad Soundtrack: Phillip Bell Editor: James Johnson[footnoteRef:29] [28:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xhn6AnCOtMI]  [29:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xhn6AnCOtMI] 

Operator[footnoteRef:30] - Director: Caroline Bartleet, Writer: Caroline Bartleet[footnoteRef:31] [30:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHttwpafBQE]  [31:  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4795680/?ref_=fn_al_tt_3] 

Proximity[footnoteRef:32]- Directed, shot and edited by: Ryan Connolly, Written by: Ryan Connolly & Seth Worley[footnoteRef:33] [32:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7J2AhMZ7wdQ]  [33:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7J2AhMZ7wdQ] 

Room 8[footnoteRef:34] - Director: James W. Griffiths, Writers: James W. Griffiths, Geoffrey Fletcher[footnoteRef:35] [34:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJj_NMhYwf0]  [35:  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2949338/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1] 

ROT[footnoteRef:36] - Directed by Adrian Picardi[footnoteRef:37] [36:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nFeKZcONmt4]  [37:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nFeKZcONmt4] 

Staged[footnoteRef:38] - Creators: Simon Evans, Phin Glynn[footnoteRef:39] [38:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p08xc9n6/staged-series-2-5-the-warthog-and-the-mongoose-part-1?seriesId=p08xc8vt]  [39:  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt12369754/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1] 

Standby[footnoteRef:40]- Director: Charlotte Regan, Writer: Charlotte Regan[footnoteRef:41] [40:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnVPmz84v1s]  [41:  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5765000/?ref_=fn_al_tt_2] 

Temple of Zoom[footnoteRef:42] - Director: Kacey Baker, Writer: Kacey Baker[footnoteRef:43] [42:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xx7qszbxPZI]  [43:  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt13217970/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1] 

The Blue Door[footnoteRef:44] - Director: Paul Taylor, Writers: Ben Clark, Megan Pugh[footnoteRef:45] [44:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vVvoJfuDuSg]  [45:  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt8867090/?ref_=fn_al_tt_2] 

The Dollmaker[footnoteRef:46]- Director: Al Lougher, Writer: Matias Caruso[footnoteRef:47] [46:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqSmb3n0j8o]  [47:  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7253316/?ref_=fn_al_tt_2] 

The Interview[footnoteRef:48]- A Catwizard Films Production Directed by Barnaby Roper[footnoteRef:49] [48:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oc-lKTEkihc]  [49:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oc-lKTEkihc] 

The Neighbour’s Window[footnoteRef:50]- Director: Marshall Curry, Writers: Diane Weipert, Marshall Curry[footnoteRef:51] [50:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1vCrsZ80M4]  [51:  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt8163822/?ref_=fn_tt_tt_1] 

Wet Willy[footnoteRef:52] - Director: Nic Stanich, Writer: David Harrington Miller[footnoteRef:53] [52:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lTb-DIU9vj8]  [53:  https://www.imdb.com/title/tt11812720/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1] 

Will we do this again?[footnoteRef:54]- Written and Directed by Pippa Molony, Co-Produced by Rory Sweeney and Pippa Molony[footnoteRef:55] [54:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4B8X-aUBgks]  [55:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4B8X-aUBgks] 


Appendix 3
Journey into Filmmaking with Blake Ridder[footnoteRef:56] [56:  https://www.daisie.com/workshops/Journey-into-Filmmaking-tt63EyBdLifbEUnvFuPDTg] 

I had heard about this workshop through my LinkedIn account and saw it as an opportunity to see how established actor and director Blake Ridder got into filmmaking and any advice, he may have for someone starting out. During the workshop he went through his personal journey of entering the film industry and what he learnt at each stage of his journey. He started his career in 2017 by starring in short films and then started his own YouTube channel in October of 2017. Blake said that YouTube is one of the most important tools you can have when it comes to creating your first film as it can increase your exposure, provides you with an opportunity for community feedback, networking and fanbase. It is also a great tool for social media growth. 
In 2019 Blake created his first film, ‘What happened to Kali?’ He told us that the three main things he learnt from this experience were to always overestimate the amount of time it will take to film something, ensure you choose the right location for the film and scene and be sensible with the amount of money you spend on producing your film, especially if it is your first one as it is likely to be your worst. Listening to this made me consider the impact those three things had on the production of The Host. It stayed at a sensible budget given we didn’t need to spend money hiring equipment, locations etc, however I feel that maybe some of the shooting was a little rushed and we could have experimented a little more, as we still had time to play with had we needed it. I was most concerned about some of the locations chosen as I think some of them, including my own, were chosen for convenience rather than because it impacted the scene, however we were able to overcome this through set dressing. 
Another thing I took from the workshop was that it is important to have clear goals for yourself. You also need to try and build a good network to ensure you have steady access to work and opportunities. The last thing I took from the workshop is that self-doubt is okay. I think this is important because sometimes people forget that they are only human and that they do not need to be perfect at everything all the time. Also, providing you do not allow the doubt to take over and prevent you from pursuing your ambitions, that self-doubt could keep you motivated to continually get better. 

Appendix 4
Character and Costume Ideas
THE HOST
William 
· William has known Jackson since he was about 9 or 10 years old. 
· He is 22 years old and enjoys being outside riding his BMX. 
· He feels really guilty about what happened that night because he kept buying Jackson drinks, but he is adamant that everyone had a part to play in Jackson’s death and that it was not just his fault.
· He intimidates everyone except Izzy who he has a soft spot for because of how close she was with Jackson.
· He doesn’t speak much anymore and doesn’t look after himself properly. 
· He and Maddie don’t get on at all. He thinks she is a bad influence on Jackson and has tried to convince him on many occasions that she is not the type of person to be seen with. 
· He finds joy in making Adam uncomfortable, but doesn’t do it in front of Jackson. 
· He thinks grief counselling is a waste of time but goes because Izzy said they should go to find closure.
[image: A picture containing hair, mammal, close
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Description automatically generated with low confidence][image: A black hat with a white background

Description automatically generated with low confidence][image: ][footnoteRef:59][footnoteRef:60] [57: https://www.reddit.com/r/beards/comments/ftg49t/just_turned_20_have_had_the_beard_for_2_years_any/]  [58: https://www.lyst.co.uk/clothing/avant-toi-distressed-knit-jumper/]  [59:  https://www.kingandfifth.com/products/mens-slouchy-beanie-the-forte-xl-black]  [60:  https://www.amazon.com/PRO-Mens-Fleece-Cargo-Sweatpants/dp/B07CQCKX1P] 







Izzy
· Izzy is from London and the newest to the group. 
· She was in love with Jackson and told him that night to which he just left her on her own to go home
· She tried to phone Jackson as she was angry but he doesn’t pick up leaving her to do a voicemail to which included harsh words 
· This phone call resulted in the car crash and so Izzy feels really guilty for the accident. 
· She turned to religion and praying after the crash as a coping mechanism. 
· Throughout the film she goes from calm to panicked to terrified
· She is angry that the others are trying to find someone to blame for the accident and not taking any responsibility for their actions. 
· She is pretty quiet but willing to talk up if she feels strongly about something. 
· She thinks Maddie is self-obsessed and needs a dose of reality but tries to be kind to her.
[footnoteRef:61][image: A person in a black dress

Description automatically generated with medium confidence][footnoteRef:62] [61:  https://www.etsy.com/listing/254868275/simple-silver-cross-necklace-sterling]  [62:  https://jenclothing.com/collections/modest-dresses#erid5123473] 
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Description automatically generated with low confidence][footnoteRef:63] [63:  https://www.amazon.co.uk/Black-Dolly-Shoes/s?k=Black+Dolly+Shoes] 








Adam
· Adam was driving the car when it crashed. 
· He was also distracted by both Jackson and Maddie in the car. 
· The three were close and headed to his place to hang out after their night out. 
· Adam witnessed Jackson’s death and was left traumatised by what he saw. 
· He feels guilty and blames himself for the crash because he was driving and ended up with very few injuries. He also blames Maddie for causing distractions just before the crash. 
· He felt threatened by William, which is why he caved to the peer pressure and continued drinking. Every time he sees Maddie, he sees Jackson’s face, bloodied and bruised, because he could save her but not him.
[image: A picture containing clothing, footwear, shoes, leather

Description automatically generated][footnoteRef:64] [64:  https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/575546027358141231/] 

[image: ][footnoteRef:65][image: ][footnoteRef:66] [65:  https://www.jvdigitalprinting.com/images/gallery/311492695700.jpg]  [66:  http://www.hommestyler.com/j-brand-mens-jeans/] 






Maddie
· Maddie was the life and soul of the party. 
· She was close with both Adam and Jackson. 
· Her and William rub each other the wrong way as she thinks that he is far too protective of Jackson. 
· She doesn’t really know Izzy. 
· She doesn’t remember much of that night but she gets uncomfortable when she is asked about it. 
· She vividly remembers the song that she kept playing before the crash and now she cannot hear it without crying.
· After the accident people respond to her differently which causes arguments to break out easier, she is unable to hold her tongue. 
· She is upset about being about left alone in hospital. 
· Since the accident she and Adam have not been able to get along as they both feel really guilty about what happens, but they both hold the other ultimately responsible for the accident.  
[image: ][footnoteRef:67][image: ][image: ][image: ][footnoteRef:68] [67:  https://www.piranhaprint.com/guildan-womens-full-zip-hoodie.html]  [68:  https://www.naturalcollection.com/shop/people-tree-organic-leggings-by-people-tree/?PCode=DSGPESS15&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Shopping%20-%20Fashion%20(Bing)&utm_term=4580359291542688&utm_content=Fashion] 






The make-up here wasn’t used in the final cut of the movie due to poor lighting, bad internet connection and it being distracting, making me look like one of the undead, but it was a concept we as a group wanted to try for Maddie due to her being injured in the car accident. 
Counsellor
· Grief Counsellor that talks to those involved in the accident and close to Jackson to help them cope with their grief.
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THE HOST
· Host is a supernatural creature that takes on the form of Jackson and forces those responsible for Jackson’s death to die in a supernatural manner that is linked to how Jackson died. 
· The Host’s ‘tag’ is the glitch that appears on the victim’s screen before they die. 
· The host is often depicted to be a shape or a figure in the corner of the room.
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The above images and character analysis was the initial concept for each character that I came up with before presenting them to the group and asking them for their advice and ideas for change. The characters came from an initial hotseat exercise. There was a lot of other interesting information we found out in the hot seating that we couldn’t put in the initial pitch due to time constraints, however it helped with the reading between the lines to build depth to the characters. 
For example, we learnt from Adam that Jackson was poking his head out of the window at the time of the crash, and that he was constantly trying to move the steering wheel to, causing a distraction for Adam. This helped me to see how Adam might view the other characters and what he thought his role in the accident might have been, because he was being distracted, he feels it was less his fault and more his passengers’ fault that they crashed, even though he was driving. 
From Izzy we learnt that if she could say anything to Jackson right now, she would have said that she was sorry and that she loved him. From this we were able to develop Izzy to having a dark secret that she feels really guilty for, and the secret emotions for that nobody knew of could have something to do with what had happened that night. It helps with not only character, but also story development. 
From William we learnt that both he and Jackson had grown up together and been very close. From here we were almost able to create this symbiotic relationship between William and Jackson, where one is so is the other. This helped us to develop the friendships between the whole group, create a situation where all these individuals would likely come into contact. 
From Maddie we learnt that she wasn’t very keen on Izzy, and so we were able to develop this idea that perhaps both girls had been secretly in love with Jackson. It also helped to develop he character in general, as if she cared that much for Jackson, then she would be really struggling and so trying to find a way to cope. We also learnt that she had been in the car with Adam and Jackson, and so was injured. This helped to construct her character further as she had reason to blame Adam for the crash as he was driving, and it gives Adam a reason to be angry with Maddie, as she was adding to the distraction by messing with the music in the car. 
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Appendix 6
Uta Hagen: The Six Steps[footnoteRef:76] [76:  http://southrowantheatrearts.weebly.com/uploads/7/3/8/3/7383594/hagen6steps-2.pdf] 

[bookmark: _Hlk65672543]Uta Hagen: The Six Steps


1. WHO AM I?
Name: Maddie Fisher
Age: 20 years old.
Job: Studying Liberal Arts at University.
Background: Before University Maddie was a popular, party girl who enjoyed spending time out with her friends. She kept doing this when she got to Uni but only made a couple of really good friends including Adam and Jackson. Her and William tolerated each other for Jackson’s sake, but when Jackson wasn’t around, they fought like cats and dogs. Maddie had fallen in love with Jackson very soon after meeting him but hadn’t told him and was planning on using the song, ‘Killing me Softly’ to try and express her feelings for him that night in the car. 

· What is my present state of being?
Maddie is devastated and traumatized as she witnessed Jackson’s death and is haunted by images from that night, even if she doesn’t remember all of it. Feeling vulnerable and hurt by those who are supposed to be closest to her, as they left her alone to deal with what had happened while she was in hospital dealing with her own injuries. She is feeling so overwhelmed that she no longer really feels much other than the self-loathing and hate directed at herself and Adam, and so in an attempt to feel something she needs to lash out and start fights.
· How do I perceive myself?
With hate and self-loathing over her part to play in Jackson’s death. She feels guilt, anger, and regret. 
· What am I wearing?
1. White hoodie
2. Red t-shirt
3. Grey sweatpants
4. Slippers
5. Hair tied-up in a messy style.
6. Headphones
7. Ring- a prize she and Jackson won in an arcade claw-machine game- her focus at the start of the film.
I chose this costume for Maddie because she is depressed. She doesn’t want to or feel the need to dress nice for the session. Also, she uses the headphones to try and isolate herself from the world by blocking out everything except the meeting. The ring is the only thing of value that she is willing to wear, it may not be expensive, but it has sentimental value to her because she and Jackson won it together on one of the first outings they had together, and she sees it as a way to stay connected to him. 


2.WHAT ARE THE CIRCUMSTANCES?
· What time is it? (year, season, day?)
It’s 5pm on the 17th February 2021.
· Where am I? (city, neighborhood, building, room? Or, in what landscape?)
In her parent’s summerhouse- she had gone home for a hospital checkup after the accident a couple of months previously. She is in a rural area and there is a lot of wide-open spaces surrounding her parent’s town. The summerhouse is at the bottom of her parent’s long garden, away from everyone.  
· What surrounds me? (The immediate landscape? Weather? The condition/nature of the place, and the objects in it?)
The room is very spartan- only a table, chair, lamp, her laptop, space heater, and curtains covering the windows. Its very cold in the summerhouse as there is no permanent heating in there and she must rely on the small heater. It is still winter adding to the cold. Its dark outside also, as it is winter and so it gets darker earlier in the evening. Everything is in pretty good condition, even if it is very plain.  
· What are the immediate circumstances? (What has just happened, what
 is happening? What do I expect or plan to happen next, and later on?)
She is in a group therapy session to deal with her grief over the loss of Jackson. She goes because she has to, not because she wants to, or thinks it will help. She was given an ultimatum by her parents and so she chose to go to therapy. She is hoping for a fight so that she can release some of her emotions, or at least feel something other than self-hatred and loathing. 

3. WHAT ARE MY RELATIONSHIPS?
· How do I stand in relationship to the circumstances, the place, the objects and the other people related to my circumstances?
Jackson- She is in love with him and so talking or thinking about him is very painful for her and she still can’t quite believe that he is really gone. Anything she has that reminds her of him, she holds on to, scared it will disappear like he did. 

Adam- Before the accident she was really close with him, they would go out together with Jackson frequently. But since the accident she blames him a great deal for what happened because he was driving the car. Not only was Jackson killed in that crash but she was injured and so she has some resent towards him for that. She also tries to provoke him because she still cares about him as a friend, and so using her twisted logic, figured that fighting with him would help her feel better. 

William- Before the accident William and Maddie didn’t really get on but they tried to be civil to each other for Jackson. Not much had changed between them since the accident. They still tried to tolerate each other as a mark of respect for Jackson’s memory, but Maddie is struggling because she is disgusted with the way that William is trying to cope with the loss, and so she lashes out at him more often. 

Izzy- When she first met Izzy she really didn’t like her and was upset that Jackson had introduced another girl into their group. She was jealous, especially as it was Jackson that introduced her and so she was hostile toward Izzy initially. Once she was sure that nothing was going on between Izzy and Jackson she started to calm down and act more civilly towards her, but she was still not her favorite person. After the accident Maddie is still hostile towards Izzy because of how close she was to Jackson on the night of the accident. She also finds Izzy’s attitude to be annoying, as if she is innocent and in Maddie’s opinion has a ‘holier than thou’ way of talking to everyone. 

Counsellor- Maddie thinks that he is incompetent at his job and because he allowed her to be interrupted that the beginning has decided to make his life difficult out of spite. 

Location- She doesn’t feel comfortable anywhere. Everything in her own room reminds her of who she was before the crash, but that isn’t who she is anymore, and so she found the most austere location she could try to feel comfortable. 

Objects- Other than her laptop and ring, she has no feelings towards any of the objects surrounding her. Her laptop is important to her as it is her window to the world, and her ring is her anchor to Jackson, but the remaining objects have no significant value to her. 

 

4. WHAT DO I WANT?

· What is my main objective? My immediate need or objective?
She wants to be rid of her self-hatred and to discover who she is again. She also wants to let her friends know how she is feeling about the incident and how it was handled, how she was hurt by her friends apparent lack of care for her. 


5. WHAT IS MY OBSTACLE?

· What is in the way of what I want? How do I overcome it?
She is allowing her anger to control her actions and the resulting arguing is making her feel worse, not better. 


6. WHAT DO I DO TO GET WHAT I WANT?
· How can I achieve my objective? What tactics do I use? What are my actions?
She antagonizes the others so that if she has to feel negatively, then they can as well.  She also tries to focus on her ring at the beginning of the film. 
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