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FINAL GRADE

78/100

Research in Practice DOWNIE
GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS

A fabulous read, Ross! This is an excellent 
submission overall with an exceptional overview of 
issues via case studies, and choice of literature. You 
demonstrate excellent knowledge and understanding 
and present this extremely well throughout. This 
proposal poses clear questions for you to explore in 
your Independent Project, well done. 

Your feedback details for each assessment 
component, is as below:

Engagement with Literature Skills (weighted at 20% of 
the total mark)

Show your engagement with relevant and credible
literature.
Use discussion, critique and referencing to demonstrate
your awareness of suitable theories and concepts.
Apply your referencing skills clearly and consistently.
Excellent. Your use of literatures and summaries 
of information are excellent. Some of your 
information skims over the depth to provide 
very interesting overviews. So, for your IP, use 
you paragraphs to source the depth of the 
subjects, discuss, and give opposing points.   

Knowledge and Understanding Skills (weighted at 30% 
of the total mark)

Manage and organise your research information into
the given framework.
Show your knowledge and understanding of the
principles and theories of your topic. 
Use analysis, discussion, and bibliographic referencing 
to show your knowledge of relevant research and 
scholarship.

Excellent. You have presented a range of theories which 
you can explore in greater depth for your IP.  

 

Cognitive and Intellectual Skills (weighted at 30% of the 
total mark)

create links and relationships to theories and practices
that apply to your chosen keywords;
critically evaluate and analyse the relevant theoretical
and practice-based discourses;
conclude by outlining and justifying the research
question (or questions) that have come from your
exploration.



 

Exceptional. Clear links made between ideas and case 
studies. 

 

Practical Application Skills (weighted at 10% of the total 
mark)

Assimilate and apply the required rules and criteria of
the given format to your text;
Organise information into a coherent framework which
identifies a range of concepts and theories and
discusses their merits and limitations;
Consistently apply referencing conventions to suit the
required format.

Excellent. Be aware of how you use the paragraph 
structure throughout. You need to form paragraphs in 
the same way you construct ideas and juxtapose them. 
See in text comments. 

 

Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 
(weighted at 10% of the total mark)

Present your text professionally, applying attention to
the conventions of English language and grammar.
Communicate your ideas in a coherent and consistent
style with due consideration to the reader/audience. 
Apply your writing knowledge showing a command of
writing structures, such as sentence structure,
paragraphing, and appropriate and explicit use of
visuals to enhance communication. 

Excellent.

Your question will help you to continue to focus
over the summer. Just a reminder: This is not
your title; it is a focus and direction for your
independent research.

***********************************

If you would like advice regarding any of these these
academic suggestions you can seek out Study Skills
Support for your next piece of writing: 

studyskills@uwtsd.ac.uk

mailto:studyskills@uwtsd.ac.uk


QM

QM

For information on how to reference correctly, check
out 'Cite Them
Right' https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/permalink/44WH
permalink to open resource.
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Text Comment.  ?

PAGE 2

Comment 1

Clear and succinct

Comment 2

If you are using the name in the sentence you only need to put the date in brackets. Norman 
(2013) focussed ....

Comment 3

Usability does have its uses of course!

PAGE 3

Comment 4

Design language? 

Comment 5

Capital? 

PAGE 4

PAGE 5

Strikethrough.

Comment 7

One paragraph

Paragraph Building
Think about each paragraph having a topic and developing through evidence (references) to a
discussion, and finally result. Try not to miss the final part of the paragraph by ending on the
referenced evidence. Bring the result back to your theme or topic giving a clear signposting to your
reader to show where you are going in your structure.   

PAGE 6

Bring in further references

Could you bring in further references here to show how you know such things or link to
research on such things?

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/permalink/44WHELF_UWTSD/11c0l68/alma99100436002502421
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PAGE 8

PAGE 9

Paragraphing
Paragraphing.
Additional Comment

Make sure you build thoughtful paragraphs where you are able to make points, provide
evidence and build discussion and critique.

PAGE 10

PAGE 11

PAGE 12

PAGE 13

Comment 8

This comes from Norman - you should really reference when you take ideas from others. 
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PAGE 16



RUBRIC: GAC5E

ENGAG W/LIT

FAIL 0-29%*

MARGINAL FAIL 30-
39%*

SATISFACTORY (PASS)
40-49

GOOD (PASS) 50-59%

VERY GOOD (MERIT)
60-69%

EXCELLENT
(DISTINCTION) 7

EXCEPTIONAL
(DISTINCTION)

KNOWL&UND.

FAIL 0-29%*

MARGINAL FAIL 30-
39%*

SATISFACTORY (PASS)
40-49

GOOD (PASS) 50-59%

VERY GOOD (MERIT)
60-69%

EXCELLENT
(DISTINCTION) 7

 

EXCELLENT
(Distinction) 7

Engagement with literature (including reading, referencing,\nacademic conventions and\nacademic
honesty)

Little or no evidence of reading and/or reliance on inappropriate sources. Views and
findings mostly unsupported and non-authoritative. Referencing conventions used
incoherently or largely absent.

Poor engagement with essential reading. No evidence of wider reading. Reliance on
inappropriate sources, and/or indiscriminate use of sources. Heavily reliant on
information gained through class contact. Inconsistent and weak use of referencing.

Engagement with a limited range of mostly relevant and credible sources. Some
omissions and minor errors. Referencing conventions evident though not always
applied accurately or consistently.

Engagement with an appropriate range of literature, including sources retrieved
independently. Some over-reliance on texts. Referencing may show minor
inaccuracies or inconsistencies.

Engagement with a wide range of literature, including sources retrieved
independently. Selection of relevant and credible sources. Very good use of
referencing, with no/very few inaccuracies or inconsistencies.

Engagement with an extensive range of relevant and credible literature. Consistently
accurate application of referencing.

Exceptional engagement with an extensive range of relevant and credible literature.
High-level referencing skills consistently applied.

EXCELLENT
(Distinction) 7

Knowledge and understanding (Sound knowledge and critical understanding of the well-established
concepts and principles in their field of study; knowledge of the main methods of enquiry in the discipline.)

Major gaps in knowledge with unsatisfactory, uncritical understanding of the subject
matter. Much irrelevant material. Substantial inaccuracies. Significantly flawed
understanding of the main methods of enquiry in the discipline.

Fragmentary knowledge, with only superficial critical understanding. Some significant
inaccuracies and/or irrelevant material. Incomplete or partially flawed understanding
of the main methods of enquiry in the discipline.

Limited but adequate knowledge and critical understanding of the well-established
concepts and principles within the subject area, with a few gaps in the selection of
material. A narrow critical understanding of the main methods of enquiry.

Knowledge is reasonably detailed and accurate. A good critical understanding of the
well-established concepts and principles and the main methods of enquiry, with
minor gaps in the selection of material.

Knowledge is reasonably extensive. Exhibits very competent critical understanding of
the well-established concepts and principles of the subject and the main methods of
enquiry. Breadth and depth of knowledge.

Excellent, detailed knowledge and highly critical understanding of the well-
established concepts and principles of the subject and the main methods of enquiry.



EXCEPTIONAL
(DISTINCTION)

COG&INTSKILLS

FAIL 0-29%*

MARGINAL FAIL 30-
39%*

SATISFACTORY (PASS)
40-49

GOOD (PASS) 50-59%

VERY GOOD (MERIT)
60-69%

EXCELLENT
(DISTINCTION) 7

EXCEPTIONAL
(DISTINCTION)

PRAC.SKILLS

FAIL 0-29%*

MARGINAL FAIL 30-
39%*

Exceptionally detailed knowledge and outstanding critical understanding of the well-
established concepts and principles of the subject and the main methods of enquiry.
May go beyond established theories.

Cognitive and intellectual skills \n(Critical evaluation and analysis of concepts and principles; argument and
judgement; the limits of their knowledge, and how this influences their analyses and interpretations.)

Wholly or almost wholly descriptive work. Little or no critical evaluation and analysis
of concepts and principles. Failure to develop arguments, leading to illogical or invalid
judgements. Unsubstantiated generalisations or opinion, made without use of any
credible evidence.

Largely descriptive work, with superficial use of critical evaluation and analysis of
concepts and principles. Weak development of arguments and judgements.
Information accepted uncritically, uses generalised statements made with scant
evidence and unsubstantiated opinions. Ideas sometimes illogical and contradictory.

Limited attempt at critical evaluation and analysis of concepts and principles, tending
towards description. Some evidence to support arguments and judgements but these
may be underdeveloped, with a little inconsistency / mis-interpretation or failure to
fully recognise limits of knowledge.

Some critical evaluation and analysis of concepts and principles, though descriptive in
parts. An emerging awareness the limits of their knowledge and ability to use
evidence to support the argument though with some tendency to assert/state
opinion rather than argue on the basis of reason and evidence. Mostly valid
arguments and logical judgements.

Sound critical evaluation and analysis of concepts. Is selective in the range of
evidence used and synthesises rather than describes. Ability to devise arguments
that show awareness of different stances, and use evidence convincingly, to support
appropriate and valid judgements.

Excellent critical evaluation and analysis of concepts and principles leading to logical,
evidence-based, reasoned arguments and judgements. Explicit recognition of other
stances and a strong awareness of the limits of their knowledge. A capacity for
independent thought and ability to ‘see beyond the question’, suggesting some grasp
of the broader field and wider concepts.

Outstanding critical evaluation and analysis of concepts and principles. Uses evidence
exceptionally well to connect ideas, and support highly logical and persuasive,
arguments and judgements. Evidence of independent thought and ability to ‘see
beyond the question’, suggesting a clear grasp of the broader field and wider
concepts. Perceptive recognition of the limits of their knowledge, and how this
influences their analyses and interpretations.

EXCELLENT
(Distinction) 7

Practical skills\n(Apply underlying concepts and principles more widely outside the context in which they
were first studied; use a range of established techniques; propose solutions to problems arising from
analysis.)

Limited or no use of established methods, materials, tools and/or techniques. Little
or no appreciation of the context of the application. Limited understanding of the
application of theory to practice or making appropriate links between the two. Very
weak problem-solving skills outside the context in which they were first studied.

Rudimentary application of established methods, materials, tools and/or techniques
but without consideration and competence. Flawed appreciation of the context of the



SATISFACTORY (PASS)
40-49

GOOD (PASS) 50-59%

VERY GOOD (MERIT)
60-69%

EXCELLENT
(DISTINCTION) 7

EXCEPTIONAL
(DISTINCTION)

TRANSF.SKILLS

FAIL 0-29%*

MARGINAL FAIL 30-
39%*

SATISFACTORY (PASS)
40-49

application. Weak understanding of the application of theory to practice, with only
occasional evidence of making appropriate links between the two. Weak problem-
solving skills outside the context in which they were first studied.

An adequate awareness and mostly appropriate application of established methods,
materials, tools and/or techniques. Basic appreciation of the context of the
application. Theoretical knowledge and understanding applied in practice, but not
always making logical links between the two. Can identify problems and propose
basic solutions outside the context in which they were first studied.

A good and appropriate application of established methods, materials, tools and/or
techniques. Clear appreciation of the context of the application. Mainly consistent,
accurate and logical application of theory to practice, making appropriate links
between the two. Can identify problems and propose mostly appropriate solutions
outside the context in which they were first studied.

A very good application of a range of established methods, materials, tools and/or
techniques. Very good consideration of the context of the application, with perceptive
insights. Consistent, accurate and logical application of theory to practice, making
appropriate links between the two. Can identify problems and propose appropriate
solutions outside the context in which they were first studied. Evidence of some
creativity.

An advanced application of a range of established methods, materials, tools and/or
techniques. The context of the application is well considered, and insightful.
Consistent, accurate and logical application of theory to practice, making well-
developed links between the two. Can identify problems and propose excellent,
creative solutions outside the context in which they were first studied.

Exceptional levels of application and deployment skills using established methods,
materials, tools and/or techniques. Consistent, accurate and logical application of
theory to practice, making highly developed links between the two. Can identify
routine and non-routine problems and propose quite sophisticated, creative
solutions outside the context in which they were first studied.

Transferable skills for life and professional practice\n(Effectively communicate in a variety of forms\nto
specialist and non-specialist audiences; the qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment
requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making.)

Communication medium is inappropriate or misapplied. Work is poorly structured,
disorganised and/or confusingly expressed. Very weak use of language and/or very
inappropriate style. Failure to work effectively as part of a group. Little or no evidence
of the skills for employment requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and
decision-making.

Communication medium is poorly designed and/or not suitable for the audience.
Work is poorly presented in a disjointed manner. It is loosely, and at times
incoherently, structured, with information and ideas often poorly expressed. Weak
use of language and/or inappropriate style. Flawed approach to group work, meeting
only partial obligations to others. Limited evidence of the skills for employment
requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making.

Can communicate in a suitable medium for the audience but with some room for
improvement. Mostly ordered presentation and structure in which relevant ideas /
concepts are reasonably expressed. Work may lack coherence in places. Can work as
part of a group, meeting most obligations to others but perhaps with limited
involvement in group activities. Demonstrates the basic skills for employment
requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making, with some
areas of minor weakness.



GOOD (PASS) 50-59%

VERY GOOD (MERIT)
60-69%

EXCELLENT
(DISTINCTION) 7

EXCEPTIONAL
(DISTINCTION)

Can communicate effectively in a suitable medium for the audience, but may have
minor errors. Mostly coherent, organised work, in a suitable structure and is for the
most part clearly expressed. Can work effectively independently and/or as part of a
team, with clear contribution to group activities. Demonstrates the skills for
employment requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making,
with some areas of strength and some of minor weakness.

Can communicate well, confidently and consistently in a suitable medium for the
audience. Work is coherent, fluent, well-structured and organised. Can work very well
autonomously and/or as part of a team, with very good contribution to group
activities. Demonstrates very good skills for employment requiring the exercise of
personal responsibility and decision-making, with just occasional minor weakness.

Can communicate professionally confidently and consistently in a suitable medium
for the audience. Work is coherent, very fluent and is presented proficiently. Can
work autonomously with initiative. Where relevant can work professionally within a
team, showing leadership skills as appropriate, and meeting obligations.
Demonstrates excellent skills for employment requiring the exercise of personal
responsibility and decision-making and an appetite for further development.

Can communicate with an exceptionally high level of professionalism, highly suitable
for the audience. Work is exceptionally coherent, very fluent and is presented
professionally. Can work exceptionally well within a team, showing leadership skills.
Demonstrates exceptional skills for employment requiring the exercise of personal
responsibility and decision-making and an appetite for further development.


