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1.0 Summary

This report aims to give you the insight on why I have been involved and chosen the construction industry as a career. How I continue to develop my knowledge and skills in this sector.

2.0 Procedure
This part is the research sources used.

2.1 
[bookmark: _Int_L52NUcZ5]Notes and own experiences from class, work and life.

2.2
Online, you tube

3.0 Findings
I felt I did not choose construction it chose me. This stems back to when I was a small boy. I grew up on a small holding with my father working extremely long hours doing agricultural contracting. On the small holding my parents tried to do as much if not all maintenance, landscaping, groundworks and building for themselves as possible. One of my first memories is helping my father with land drainage in in the lower field that had several springs in it. The older I became the more that was required for me to do from help fencing, hanging gates to learning to drive a tractor or operating a digger.
We left the farm when I was eleven and moved into the local village where I had my first summer job as a labourer, this was for my uncle who had his own building maintenance company. The role was basic for the first year, sweeping and being a gopher. Every year I would become intrigued with this type of work, I found myself asking increased questions with the need to learn. My uncle would educate and teach me the basics of blocking, plastering, concrete laying and carpentry. With these skills and my growing knowledge made me hungry for more.
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I joined the army at sixteen as a tank driver with the QDG, but it was when In Bosnia for the 2000 tour (QDG c and a squadrons) the draw for Contruction was too great and I volunteered some of my limited skills to help rebuild a school that was destroyed by bombing. I helped with carpentry by fitting windows, fitting door frames and doors, relaying floors with concrete screed and labouring for the brickies and plasterers. Once I left the armed forces, I started my own business in ground maintenance and landscaping. This role was varied with different challenges. Some weeks I would be cutting grass, hedges and weeding, other weeks I would be fitting and installing smart septic tanks, digging, and laying footings, concrete slabs and full design and build of gardens. 
I thoroughly enjoyed this part of my development, however I found myself wanting more and an opportunity arose for me to join Welsh Water as a Dam Safety Inspector. This was not something I could miss. I have been in this role for the last six years and have continually needed and wanted to learn more. In the role of Dam Safety Inspector, I have had the chance to look at a lot of new techniques and ways to carry out work. I have had glimpses of what the engineer and assistant engineer do as they have allowed me to shadow them on occasion with some of the projects that have been conducted on the sites I inspect. These projects have been from full tower, landings and pipework replacement and repair to full spillway renewal. 
The team that I work with has vast knowledge and experience within the water industry. While these projects have been on going, I have managed to get some insights on the workings from capital, contractors, client perspectives and engineers. Within these areas I have seen and been involved in. This has made me ever more curious, and I have even more questions regarding the world of engineering. 
[bookmark: _Int_qvvL090n]My passion for working in this department shows in my daily tasks, I am fascinated with the construction and engineering that has gone into the design and assembly of a dam. There are a few favourites of mine, one in particular, Llyn Brianne reservoir. Llyn Brianne was built between 1968-1972 to supply south Wales with water. It is a clay core rock filled Dam, there is a film (building of the Llyn Brianne Dam) about its construction. Thus, bringing me to the present and enrolling on a HNC (Higher National Certificate) civil engineering.

4.0 Conclusion
The conclusion to my report is construction industry has been bred in me and with every year that passes the realisation that the body needs to come away from being on the tools and doing more of the office/technical work. With the costs of living constantly increasing and the want to do better for my family the extra money in my salary £30000 starting £70000 fully qualified and experienced (nationalcareers.service.gov.uk) is also a good incentive. I am proud to be in such an important, innovative, growing sector. 
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[bookmark: _Int_hM2TeWFU][bookmark: _Int_W04vkkXC]The thought of continually learning and developing excites me. Once qualified I could potentially move on to do such jobs as project manager, quantity surveyor, senior structural technician, civil engineer and network maintenance manager. I could also use it to progress to do my HND (Higher National Diploma).
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