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Choice 3 images of ONE group at risk of exclusion and critically reflect upon these representations and how they might be interpreted by society. 

According to the Office of National Statistics, a family is defined as a married, civil partnered or cohabiting couple either with or without children. This definition also includes lone parents with at least one child.  (ONS, 2017). However, in the 21at century, family is no longer seen a the traditional and dominant nuclear family what it once was (BeBusinessed, no date). Stacey, (1990) stated that descriptions of traditional living standards and social relationships are not what they used to be (Stacey, 1990 cited in Settles. B, 2013, p.3). With this in mind, Stacey expressed that family is not objectively-meaningful and does no longer take on specific ideals on what family should be. Instead, the term family is ever changing and obtaining many different defining characteristics over time. Newman (2002), stated that every individual is born into a family of some sort and will remain in a family for life. He too stated that the concept of family may not be as clear as the traditional nuclear family. Instead he expressed that the concept of family is forceful enough to describe the strength of people's feelings and connection to others, this could be through shared experiences and interests (Newman. D, 2002). 
Within this essay, the family gang structure will be researched. This is a group who are at risk of exclusion from society due to the crimes they continue to commit and the fear that gangs bring to the community all over the world. There is no official definition of what a gang is, however the Department of Justice and the Department of Homeland Security's Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) say that a gang is an ongoing organisation who identify themselves by adopting a group identity in which they create fear and intimidation. Gang members may do this by getting tattoos, a certain hairstyle or wearing certain clothes in which the community will know that the individual belongs to that particular gang. 
A gang's purpose is to engage in criminal activity by using violence and intimidation to do so, by committing these crimes it enhances the gang's power and reputation. Being part of a hang, the members will have to provide physical protection of their fellow members and this could often lead to murder (NIJ, 2011). By members spending so much time together and sharing the same values and opinions this will creates a strong relationship between members. Newman stated that an individual will remain in a family for life – this is true when it comes to gangs. It has been said that if an individual was wanting to leave their gang, it is very difficult as the implications could mean violence, taunting and sometimes even death. This can be backed up with the biggest Bronx gang 'Blood', who has a 'blood-in, blood-out' policy (NY Press, 2014). 
Gang members see their gang as their surrogate family and this essay will attempt to delve into what factors make an individual decide of join a gang. It will also look into what aspects of the gang family structure are similar to a traditional family structure. It will look into what why gangs may be excluded from society. 

        [image: ]
Image 1. (Express, 2009)  
The image above can see a British gang (Express, 2009). The photo shows a group of young males with their hoods up with explicit hand gestures. With relation to the definition of gangs from the NIJ, this gang has their hoods up to and one with a scarf covering his face – this shows that the gang is trying to intimidate and cause fear. They are all wearing black coats with hoodies underneath, by all wearing the same colour and all look to have shaved heads. This shows that they are all together and are part of the same gang. This is what a stereotypical gang looks like and is assumed to be like, particularly in Britain.
All of the boys here look like teenagers. According to the Home Office, 6% of 10-19 year olds are part of a gang in Wales and England (Castella. T cited in BBC, 2011). However, in 2017, according to the Children's Commissioner, in 2017, 46,000 children in the UK are linked to violent groups  or gangs (O'Brien. Z cited in The Express, 2017). Gangs seem to be more of an uprising issue in cities. This is known as a criminogenic area where crime is more likely to take place (Dictionary, no date). One of these areas is London where O'Brien stated that there are 171 gangs alone where 700 young people being gang members. Some reasons as to why an individual may join a gang include, wanting a sense of family that they are not getting at home, where a gang can offer support and become the family that an individual never had. Needing food or money -  by joining a gang, an individual in need will make money through illegal activities. Peer pressure may be one reason as to why an individual may join a gang, they may feel the pressure to fit in as to not be excluded by the group. Individuals who live in criminogenic areas may seek a desire for protection so decide to join a gang in order to be safe and protected (GangFree, no date). 
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Image 2. (Ibanez. J cited in Emaze, no date) 
This image shows the most dangerous gang in the world, the Mara Salvatrucha (MS) (Briscoe. J, cited in Gazette Review, 2017). The gang was formed in Los Angeles and has since gone world wide with 70,000 members. This gang has been involved with multiple drug wars and are known to be very violent. Some of their crimes include human trafficking, murder and kidnapping. This in itself will mean that this gang is socially excluded as this isn't acceptable behaviour accepted in society. MS members can often be distinguished by their tattoos all over their bodies and faces, all members will have the tattoo MS13 on their chest. The gang is most definitely at risk of social exclusion due to just the way they look. They give off an intimidating presence and one that most individuals would choose to avoid. 
The relationship between gang members is one that is built on trust. The relationship between members can be seen as a bonding social capital as it is a tight circle of trust and loyalty to one another (Claridge. T cited in Social Capital, (no date). Gangs are  seen as a local community with strong norms which creates more trust and solidarity between individuals. However, this can have both positive and negative manifestos and could lead to negative implications which leads to the community being at risk of social exclusion. For example, the aims of a gang such as the Mara Salvatrucha are negative. The gang's motto reads 'mata, roba, viola, controla' which means 'kill, steal, rape, control' (Lake. E, cited in The Sun, 2017). Some of the gangs other aims have previously been discussed. The bond that this gang have due to their manifestos would make them socially excluded to the community as they thrive off exclusionary practices that are based on hate to create fear.
Bridging social capital places individuals in structural holes where each individual and group is able to share and exchange information (Panth. S cited in The World Bank, 2010) . Bridging widens the social capital as it widens the trust that the individuals have for one another due to the different groups exchanging information. This can be seen with gangs when it comes to different gangs coming together with the same aim. Information can be exchanged between them and trust can be built between each other. Although bridging social capital may not involve many share norms between gangs, it could provide access to resources and information which benefits and individual's own gang. Bridging, like bonding could see gangs being socially excluded as their aims are not positive. 
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Image 3. (Manger. W cited in Daily Record, 2017)

The photo above shows criminal gang leaders the Kray twins. They were notorious for terrorising London in the 1950s and 1960s in their gang that was known as The Firm (Kray. R cited in Our Story, 2015). They were twin brothers and were feared by all as their tactics of extreme violence often lead to murder of their victims. The twins ruled the East End club scene and were involved in armed robberies, arson and countless assaults (Moreton. C cited in The Independent, 2015). Due to their status at the time, they were at risk of exclusion and until this day – they still are. They only allowed trusted individuals  to join The Firm, as they would take care of things when the brothers would go to prison. This shows that the feeling of family within a gang stems back and is a trait that has continued until modern day and is a crucial trait that all gangs take into account. The photo above shows the two twins dressed in suits which differs from what is worn in the other two images used in this essay. 
Whilst choosing the images for this essay, it was clear to see that modern gangs wear clothes such as the ones as seen in image 1. Whereas gangs that were around in the 1950's tended to wear more up market clothing like suits and hats which presented them in a more formal and professional manner. Being dressed in this way, some may not realise that they are part of a gang. From researching gangs in this essay, it is clear to see that modern gangs have a certain stereotype and this is represented in what they wear and how they act. For example posing with Staffordshire Bull Terriers which are known to be an aggressive breed of dog, so if a member of society was to see a gang member with this dog, dressed in the way as can be seen in these images, then they will more than likely feel fearful of these individuals – which, is what gang members want.  
Individuals may join  a gang to compensate for family that they do not have. This will provide the individual with a sense of belonging and security. This is due to the fact that gang members will protect and look out for one another. More often than not, gang members will refer to each other as brothers or sisters, this stresses the nature of the group and shows to the community that they are a family in their own right whilst also providing a group identity.
According to Maslow's hierarchy of needs, an individual is motivated to achieve certain needs in their life (McLoed. S, 2013, p.2-5). The third need is known as social needs and this includes wanting to feel belongingness, affection and love. A gang member as previously stated may join to feel a sense of belonging that they are part of something which accepts them and treats them like a family. This, in turn will lead an individual to more up the hierarchy to self 'esteem'. For a gang member, in this section, the individual will feel a sense of achievement that they have made it into this particular gang, they will feel better about themselves as they have earned respect from others and also for themselves. This then leads to the final section of the Maslow's theory which is 'self actualisation'. In this, a gang member will feel self-fulfilled that they are part of something, in turn they will feel that being part of their gang and carrying out all that is asked, whether this is positive or negative, regardless of what the implications may be, the individual will achieve their own personal self-actualisation. 
According to one particular study that was conducted by Ruble and Turner (2000), there are connections between the structural family systems theory that was developed by an Argentinean psychologist names Salvodor Minuchin and also family dynamics that are present in gangs. Mahoney (2014), stated that clear communication is important between family members for functional and healthy family development. And this factor of communication seems to be the most common similarity. This factor is one of the most important aspects in a gang. This communication does not have to be traditional method of communication. As previously stated in this essay, hangs wear similar clothing colours which is not just to show to others that they are part of that particular gang, but to communicate with fellow gang members. Hand signals are also another way in which members communicate to each other, which symbolises their loyalty to their gang. Graffiti is a clear form of a gang communication between other gangs, this could be to mark out their territory or to warn other gangs – this is a non traditional and also threatening form of communication. 
Most family structures have some kind of hierarchy. In a traditional family, the grandparents are more often or not seen at the top of it. Followed by their children, and then their grandchildren. Family members could be seen to move higher up this hierarchy due to age and experience and family shifts. This is the same in gangs, and this hierarchy between this particular family structure is very important. The leader in gangs are often referred to as the "Original Gangster" (OG)  and within this role, they are seen very much like a parent in a traditional family. They are looked to for protection, advice and guidance by younger members. The OG is able to make the decision on who is allowed in their gang and can kick people out too. However, in some gangs there may be more than one leader, although, even in these circumstances, there will be a pecking order (Mahoney, 2014, p. 15). 
 Boundaries in any family structure is important as they allow for independence whilst at the same time, set out clear expectations and cohesion. Mahoney in her work mentioned that this is the same with the family structure of gangs, especially when it comes to individuals who are seeking membership into a gang. Once the individual has been accepted, they take on the acceptance that they will follow the particular set of rules, expectations and boundaries that have been set no matter how negative they may be. However, these boundaries that the gangs set, may push the social norm boundaries and will further push the gang members to exclusion. 
Subsystems in a family structure is very common. Mahoney stated that there were three specific groups within a family structure. They include spousal, parental and sibling. Parental subsystems can develop within gangs as leaders take on a parental role to support other members, like have previously been stated. Sibling subsystems can develop in a family gang structure due to the relationship that gang members have between each other, they see each other as family and as previously stated refer to each other as brothers or sisters. This shows how close the gang are and how they are a family in their own right due to the fact they share all these experiences together and have a family closeness and relationships. These subsystems provide memvers with an opportunity to experience inclusion, where they might be exluded from society. It will provide individuals with a sense of community and a sense of belonging. 
According to studies, individuals who are criminals and who go to prison or join gangs are 'profoundly vulnerable and a needy layer in British society' (Garside. R, 2006). Many individuals. It was also stated that individuals who turn to a life of crime are those who are likely to have been in care, been excluded from school and have left with no qualifications. They are more likely to have experienced being homeless, had long period of being unemployed. These individuals are more likely to have been users of drugs and also have suffered a range of mental health issues. These factors alone will put an individual at risk of exclusion from society and there fore more are more likely to turn to crime instead. These reasons could also impact their decision to join a gang in the first place.
After completing this essay and researching deeply about gangs, it was obvious that there is not that much information on gangs and the relationship of social exclusion. However, it is clear that gangs are to their own right a family structure who turn to each other for protection, support and guidance just like a traditional family structure would do. This shows that although they are a group of individuals who promote a negative manifesto and do not have positive aims – they turn to each other as family and brothers. This in turn, will promote a sense of belonging to make an individual feel included in their own community. This will create an sense of purpose and value of life in the long run. By looking into this particular group, it is clear to see that through interviews read, gang members are proud of the gang they are involved in, they see each other as their friends and their family. 
Being excluded from society due to their behaviour does not bother them, instead they see this as a power battle and enjoy the fear that they create on society. This is clear to see by the way that gang members promote themselves in the way they act and dress – everything they do is to intimidate others whilst invoking fear and violence to complete their manifestos and what they are told. Regardless on what society makes of gang members and how they are interpreted, individuals who have decided to join a gang will not mind on how they are viewed. They may even act upon this more so. In conclusion, gangs are globally excluded form society by the way they present themselves in image and behaviour. Media representation highlights this and may sometimes enhance this. However, due to their close relationships and close family structure between each other - being excluded by society may only make them closer. 
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