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Brave hero rescues man from Clyde
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A HERO barman has received a double honour for saving a man’s life after he bravely rescued him from the Clyde. 

Good Samaritan Niall Blackburn leapt into the river to save a 53-year-old man who had jumped from the pier at Wemyss Bay. 

The 33-year-old, who was on duty in the nearby Station Bar, put his own life on the line as he plunged into the water and then dragged the man for more than 50 metres to the shore where he received treatment from paramedics who had by that time arrived on the scene. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Modest Niall’s incredible heroics have earned him a bravery award from Police Scotland and just recently he was told he will also be receiving a prestigious honour  from the Royal Humane Society after being nominated by proud dad Roger.   But despite the rescue drama, the bold barman says he was panicking about something else during the rescue mission - as he was the only person on duty and had left a pub full of punters. 
He told the Telegraph: “All I could think of was that I was the only one working in the pub and people might be stealing all the booze or folk would be pouring themselves drinks and having a party. 

“But I went back and everything was okay and I stayed for the rest of my shift. 

 “I had picked up my clothes because I had to strip off to jump in the water and when I got back everybody was waiting at the bar saying ‘same again please’. 

“I was dripping wet and just said ‘okay then, give me a couple of minutes’.

“It was quite an interesting evening.” 

Niall was presented with the Chief Constable’s Commendation for Bravery award at the Police Scotland training college in Tulliallan, Fife, last month. 

He said: “I got a big envelope through the post from Police Scotland and thought ‘oh no, what have I done?’, but it turned out to be a nice wee surprise. 

“I grew up next to the river so it wasn’t totally out of the ordinary for me to jump in and it wasn’t that tough a decision to make. 

“I’ve never rescued anyone before but I just got the job done.” 

Niall’s Humane Society testimonial has been personally approved and signed by the Queen’s cousin Princess Alexandra, who is the organisation’s president. 

He said: “My dad was really happy with what I had done and he put me forward for it. 

“It was another nice surprise.” 
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