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INTRODUCTION:
Due to the economically deprived areas that we police, we see a pattern in the types of crime we deal with, and we frequently see the same perpetrators. Whether that is Domestic Violence, Theft or Anti-Social behaviour. 
 
Some perpetrators raising their children in these environments are exposing them to what is known as Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES). The term ACE’s refer to stressful or traumatic events that take place during the early years of a child's life (Evans, 2024). Exposure to domestic abuse, physical, sexual, or emotional abuse can all contribute to the development of ACE’s as well as growing up in a home where there are adults struggling with mental illness and or substance abuse. These encounters may have long-term effects on an individual's physical and emotional health (Evans, 2024). 
 
I often wonder if specific life experiences influence a person’s outlook on criminal conduct and whether genetics or surroundings have a bigger impact on criminal behaviour later in life. Children who tend to be anti-police have likely learned learnt this behaviour from peers, parents or social media (Sindall et al., 2016).  
 
I wish to explore the link between nature vs. nurture in relation to criminal and antisocial activity and if there are signals for police at an early stage and what types of intervention we can take. Preliminary research suggests there is a link between nature vs nature and behavioural issues.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

My research objective is to see whether Nature or Nurture has more of an influence when it comes to committing a crime.  
 
I aim to focus on areas such as police involvement from a young age and whether childhood trauma is more or less likely to result in crime, and if so, why? 
 
Whether people who suffer with addiction were more likely to commit trigger offences due to their condition. Then ascertain how they believe their addiction came about and if they believe it was influenced by role models in earlier life.  
 
I aim to develop questions surrounding people’s childhood and their parents/guardians growing up and survey the public to ascertain if there is any pattern around what people experience throughout their life and if they have ever committed a crime.  


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

John Hegger published an article in 2015 which discusses the various factors which make up the Nature and the Nurture categories. He goes on to discuss which factors he believes have a greater influence on one’s criminal conduct. His believes that a combination of Nature and Nurture influences the persons mentality whether to participate in illegal activity. 
 
What is Nurture? 
Nurture refers to raising a person in accordance with their surroundings. In other words, how people are socialised. In basic terms, nurture refers to how an individual's behaviour is influenced by their environment. People have characteristics that are not predetermined by nature. These are qualities that can be acquired rather than inherit. These are characteristics that are mostly influenced by sociocultural factors or how people socialise. 
 
One article explored, Hegger (2015), believes that the rise in crime indicates that society has had an impact on the environment that encourages criminal activity.  Hegger (2015) speaks about a number of factors which influence someone’s criminal conduct.  They explain that early life experiences have the power to mould perspective of the world and influence our capacity for reasoned decision-making. One person may view a decision as totally unreasonable while another may think it to be rational. 
 
DiLalla et al., (2015) has conducted a study that explored the link between the DRD4 gene which is responsible for “nature” argument and contrasted this with effects of peer pressure and other external factors on adolescents, the “nurture” element. Generally, it was found that there was a positive association between the later, suggesting that the external factors are likely to have an impact on a child's behaviour.  
 
Young adults frequently choose to engage in criminal activity in order to "fit in" with the other young people. Upbringing and morals may indicate whether they participate in the criminal behaviour. If one has been brought up in a positive environment then they may avoid it, whereas if one has been raised in poor circumstances, they more than likely to engage in criminal behaviour later in life (Hegger, 2015).  
 
Brenda Evans spoke about ACEs and whether or not it had a link to mental health and domestic violence in 2024. Evans speaks about how children who experience domestic violence in the home are more likely to use violence against partners and/ or family members in teenage years and as adults. There is an argument to be made that these adverse experiences in early development (nurture) are likely a key to result in increased criminal activity in later years.  


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Qualitative   
When conducting my research, I am to take a mixed approach of both a qualitative and quantitative approach. I am going to look closely at studies which have already been completed and compare and contrast their findings into the argument for nature vs nurture in relation to adolescent psychiatric development. 
 
Quantitative  
I will develop a survey with questions surrounding people’s adverse childhood experiences, socioeconomic status, parental influence, learning disabilities, addiction growing up and then ask around any involvement in criminal behaviour.  



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will conduct 100–150 surveys have been completed, I will then analyse the results to see whether Nature or Nurture influences criminal behaviour in any way and if one is more influential than the other.  
 
The survey will be anonymous and will not ask for any personal details, all persons participating will be over the age of 18. I aim to carry out the survey amongst people of different ethnicities, socioeconomic status, different ages, different geographic areas etc.
 
Distributing a general questionnaire to the public would produce a non-biased result because of the subject matter I wish to study.  This will be conducted online with the aim of reaching individuals from a variety of backgrounds. All participants must be at least 18 years old.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:


	TIME SCALE:

Ethic form is due to be completed on the 26th of August 2024.
Research Proposal form is due to be completed on the 26th of August 2024.
Literature Review is due to be completed on the 4th of November 2024.
Research Methodology is due to be completed on the 16th of December 2024. 
Results chapter is due to be completed 3rd of February 2025.
Findings and Conclusion are due to be completed on the 10th of March 2025.
Final Dissertation is due to be completed on the 7th of April 2025. 
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