Global Perspectives in Education.
This essay will discuss Bangladesh, its historical timeline, define poverty and the rates within the country and what is in place to develop this. Factors that prevent children from accessing education in Bangladesh and other problems that Bangladesh face as a country. The main barriers to learning, different obstacles the children of Bangladesh face daily and how they live. Many different organisations and interventions will be discussed, how they are implemented and what they do to support the education system in Bangladesh. Also looking at covid-19 the pandemic and what affect that has had on Bangladesh education system. Discussing and linking theorists, policies and relevant findings.
According to (Unknown,2018) “This year, Bangladesh and the Bengali diaspora in the UK are celebrating the Golden Jubilee of Bangladesh's independence. The celebration starts on 26 March 2021 and ends on 26 March 2022.”
In 1947 Bangladesh was known as East Pakistan. Pakistan had two areas, East and West, which were separated geographically but also culturally. In the middle of the two areas was India. During 1948 the Governor of Pakistan Mohammad Ali Jinnah declared that the language used would be “Urdu”. This caused the language movement to happen as people in the East were not happy and protested. Due to this the Pakistan Government made section 144, meaning that gatherings were not allowed. In February 1952, students gathered and broke the rules of section 144.Four Bengali students were shot and killed by the police, they also injured many others. Following this and the language movement the Bengalis wanted to be an independent country and not to be part of Pakistan. 21st February 1952 was then known as Martyrs Day. Between 1920 and 1975 Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman became independence leader., he encouraged the independence for East Pakistan. In 1969 he arranged a gathering that Included a million people, they named him Bangabandhu which means ‘friend of Bengal’. However, during the 1970s Awami League won the general election. This then led to West Pakistan refusing Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to form his own party, causing him and his followers to protest known as the ‘non cooperation movement’  which was against Pakistan. In March 1971, West Pakistan would still not allow Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to have power so he held a gathering and encouraged his followers to fight for their independence. He finished his speech saying (Unknown,2018)
 "Our struggle is for our freedom; our struggle is for our independence. Joi Bangla! This powerful speech inspired the Bengali nation to fight for its independence. In 2016 the speech was recognised by UNESCO and archived in its Memory of the World Programme.”
On the 25th March Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was found and taken to West Pakistan. This became known as Genocide Day. Later in 1999 UNESCO made February 21 International Mother language day. “This is now a day observed globally in recognition of the martyrs and to preserve linguistic diversity.” (Unknown,2018)
Poverty in Bangladesh is a large problem which delays them becoming a middle-income country. Many factors contribute to the causes of poverty in Bangladesh, some are the weather conditions, the weather is often catastrophic and causes many disasters including homes, crops and lives being destroyed. The country relies heavily on agriculture so the weather can often cause huge losses to this. Often flooding can prevent villages from being able to access food, water and electricity. The country has poor infrastructure, creating many traffic problems causing huge delays daily. Women are treated unequally and rarely allowed to contribute to the economy, often childcare issues prevent women from working and cultural biases which don’t allow women to work in the same place as men. Over the past few years Bangladesh has made great improvements with poverty, the rate has changed from 44.2 percent in 1991 to 18.5 percent in 2010. Stated by Gumerov.M, (2019)
“According to UNICEF, getting every child in school and learning is essential to reducing global poverty, improving health, fostering peace, bolstering democracy, improving environmental sustainability and increasing gender equality.” (UNICEF,2018)
However, In Bangladesh there are many barriers to education, poverty is a large contributor to this. According to (Asad.T,2017) “Education is free in Bangladesh and children between 6 and 10 must attend school. However, out of the 60 million children, half of them grow up in poverty. According to UNICEF, 40% of Bangladesh’s population is children. Statistics indicate that 600,000 are out of school.”  Unemployment rates are high which causes poverty, living in poverty leads to many problems such as not enough money for food which creates a poor diet. Being hungry, thirsty or eating a poor diet can make it difficult to concentrate or have energy, which is essential for learning and travelling to school,  which can sometimes be far away. The country also experiences weather disasters such as flooding and earthquakes which can majorly affect the children travelling to and from school safely or at all. Even without weather problems there are other issues with travelling too and from school. Rahman.S,(2019) states that transport can be a big problem, thousands of  children have many barriers in getting to the school, few schools provide transport for their students but there a often traffic jams and they can be unsafe and inconvenient . The cost, safety and punctuality can all be big factors of accessing school. Many children in Bangladesh do not have access to education because of this and poverty also affects the health services available. Many children in Bangladesh have rare experiences of education, or often choose to leave to earn money to support their family, particularly boys. Safety is another aspect linked to their studies, some children are abused by their teachers or sexually harassed during or on their way to school. 
“Bangladesh has committed itself to respect, defend, and promote the rights of Bangladeshi children. Yet, despite its promises, the country faces problems such as ineffective services and inadequate measures, that are currently hindering children from accessing their rights.” (Asad.T,2017)
According to Asad.T,(2017) Children are less likely to be prioritised if they have difficulty learning, within the classroom there may not be the support they need and the education systems mainly focus  on tests results. However, in the urban slums there are not many schools and the children are less likely to be enrolled into them and the ones who do have a high chance of dropping out before they finish. Within the school buildings   the structure is poor and run down. The lighting, ventilation and food availability all has an impact on the learning. Facilities in the schools such as toilets are outdated and not all have sanitary and hygienic availability. Often the teachers in the schools are not qualified. Asad.T(2017) says “a third of professors teach without a diploma. Teacher supervision, monitoring, and accountability lack strength.” BASMAH is an organisation that has setup learning centres. The learning centres that they provide for the children are safe and offer support emotionally and morally. This is alongside five days of education sessions, during this they provide free uniform, food, books and bags for the children. There are over 80 children attending each centre every day. 
(Asad.T,2017)“BASMAH is on a mission to provide education to the children in urban slums and at the Rohingya Refugee Camps. Once the children join their free learning centre, they will have the ability to be employed in a more established career, where they can live their lives without turmoil and support their families financially.”
Many different organisations set up learning centres, another is abel Dhzkz Ahsania Mission, their over all project aim was to have one thousand community learning centres in five different districts. The areas were chosen dependent on those with the lowest provision of education and the most need. Their learning centres can be accessed by 30 children at a time, they offer places to those who have never accessed school or those who have previously dropped out.

“The project aims to enrol 40,000 out of school children (OOSC); select and train 1,000 teachers; recruit and train 159 staff; and train community members to effectively manage CLCs. Additionally, 1,000 Community Action Groups (CAGs) and 1,000 Centre Management Committees (CMCs) are receiving training and ultimately, will be responsible for monitoring attendance, enrolment, and performance.” (Unknown,2017)

Many children drop out of education to go to work to support their families, in Bangladesh it is an ongoing battle to eliminate child labour. The international labour organisation (2019) states the National child labour survey reported that 1.2 million children are still used in child labour. An international programme on the elimination of child labour has been trying to stop child labour since 1994, it has done this by working alongside different employers and organisations to educate and approximately seventy-five thousand children labourers have been saved from this intervention. 
“It is believed 4.3 percent of children aged between five to fourteen years are engaged in child labour in Bangladesh. Most children are forced to work at this age in order to support their families. According to official statistics, not every Bangladeshi child goes to school, thereby resulting in easy access to cheap and exploitable labour.”(Unknown,2021) Also states that around eighty three percent of children who are child labourers travel to urban areas from rural areas. More jobs are available in the city areas and children are likely to be hired but paid poorly. When in the city working the young people often send money back to their families. “According to the Overseas Development Institute (ODI), children who worked for 64 hours a week got paid less than $2 each day.” It is however against the law for children to work in Bangladesh under the age of 14 years old. A labour act was brought in in September 2018, allowing children aged 14 to 18 to work in light labour and anyone breaking this would receive a fine. Despite this within the last decade child labour numbers have risen and there are around five million child workers in Bangladesh currently. From 2002 the Bangladesh government introduced a policy that primary school aged children would attend school for free and would be paid a small sum to encourage them to attend school instead of working.
Child marriage has a high rate in Bangladesh, being the fourth highest in the world. Many families encourage their children to work so they have enough money but some still cannot afford to support their families and so encourage their young daughters to marry so they can be supported. Another child labour issue in Bangladesh is under age prostitution. There are villages known as “brothel villages" and between seven hundred and one thousand women and girls stay here and are trafficked. Although prostitution is legal in Bangladesh young people are not protected from this. Powell, (2019)
“Bangladeshi parents rarely report the birth of their child to authorities. Yet, without a birth certificate, a child’s right to identity is not respected. In fact, they are not recognized as full fledged members of society and can’t exercise their rights. From then on they appear invisible in the eyes of the community. Also, unregistered children are not protected from abuse, such as forced labour, prostitution, early marriage, smuggling and trafficking.” (Humanium,2019)

The UN convention of the rights of the child says a lot about the right to education action that children have, mainly articles 28 and 29. According  to  Unicef, (2018) article 28  concentrates on recognising the right to education and article 29 looks at the aims of education and what parts the government agree to be included, such as ensuring each child’s development is achieved to the maximum potential in every aspect. That they have all their human rights and freedom. Ensuring every culture, language and value is respected of the child and their parents. Finally, to ensure each child is responsible and respectful of the environment and understand and encourage positive relationships, understanding and equality of different national, religious and ethnic groups. There  are a number of articles in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child that focus on a child’s right to education. In 1990 the world declaration for education for all explained education as including knowledge, different skills and values alongside numeracy literacy and problem-solving skills. All these skills increase potential and quality of lives and help informed decisions to be made from the young people.
The committee on the rights of the child published in 2001 a paper about the right to education, it included what exactly this meant, (UNICEF,2018)
“Education must be child-centred and empowering. This applies to the curriculum as well as the educational processes, the pedagogical methods and the environment where education takes place. Education must be provided in a way that respects the inherent dignity of the child and enables the child to express his or her views in accordance with article 12 (1) and to participate in school life. Education must respect the strict limits on discipline reflected in article 28 and promote non-violence in school. Education must include not only literacy and numeracy but also life skills such as the ability to make well-balanced decisions; to resolve conflicts in a non‑violent manner; and to develop a healthy lifestyle, good social relationships and responsibility, critical thinking, creative talents, and other abilities which give children the tools needed to pursue their options in.”
According to Islam.S.M(2020) Today education system in Bangladesh has made a lot of progress, they have incorporated a lot of their systems from British India. When they got independence in 1971, everyday life as well as the education system was improved. Policies from the government about education development Alongside the work from other organisations nations have achieved this. Although the number of children accessing education has grown, especially girls, the countries education system is still not satisfactory.
UNICEF says that the covid-19 pandemic has greatly affected the education of the children in Bangladesh, it has caused disruptions as the schools have been closed throughout the entire pandemic. “When schools closed in March 2020 due to COVID-19, the World Bank acted quickly to help the government of Bangladesh avoid irreversible loss of learning and human capital by redirecting its existing portfolio of education projects. The Bank-financed secondary education program provided stipends and tuition fees to 2.5 million secondary students (900,000 boys and 1.6 million girls) aged 11-17 and the Bank and government are working to revamp the country’s remote-learning strategy to make it more inclusive and accessible, particularly for the poorest and most vulnerable.” (The World Bank,2021)
This has impacts on the children such as forgetting what they have previously learned, distress,not getting meals daily which some  children do not get when they are not in school. Also, schools offer routine vaccinations which have now been missed due to covid, this creates long term implications, especially for the most vulnerable and not allowing children their right to achieve their full potential. “Pre-pandemic estimates showed 58% of Bangladeshi children did not achieve minimum reading proficiency by grade 5. It’s estimated this figure will increase to 76% during school closure" (Ahmed.R,2021)
According to Mcloed.S,(2020) Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs which is a theory that explains a pyramid shape model that describes the needs people needs to have met starting from the bottom, emphasising that they cannot move up the pyramid and achieve self actualisation until they have achieved their current   level. The bottom level includes physiological needs which have to be met for survival, such as food, shelter, drink and air. These are closely followed with the need to be safe and secure, many of the children in education in Bangladesh are unable to meet their physiological needs whilst living in poverty.
(UNICEF,2018). “In addition to the lack of material assets and support to access technology, other significant obstacles that prevent disadvantaged children, and many girls, from accessing distance learning during these difficult times include a generally poor, earning environment, an increase pressures to take up domestic household chores and being forced to work outside the home.”
After considering many different aspects of the barriers to learning in Bangladesh over the years, considering the developments that have been made within the country generally and within the education system. The causes and barriers still in place for children of Bangladesh today, they continue to work towards being a middle-income country and improve the poverty rates and enable all children to access their right to education safely and happily.
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