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WAR IN HISTORY
AHHI 4007 - (Level 4 - 20 credits)
2012-2013 Semester Two (Lampeter)
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Tutors: Doctor Jeremy Smith; Doctor Erika Guttmann-Bond; Doctor Andrew Abram; Quentin Drew; Doctor Bryn Willcock; Doctor Lester Mason

TEACHING METHODS: 

Lectures 15% 
Seminars 5% 
Directed Learning 80% 

AIM(S): 
 The module introduces the students to aspects of war and warfare from the pre-Historic period through to the twentieth century. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
By the end of this module students should be able to: 

 Demonstrate a broad knowledge of wars and warfare from the Classical period to the modern age; 

 Demonstrate a clear understanding of the changing nature of warfare through history; 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the inter-relationship between war and technology, social upheaval, ideology and economic power; 

 Demonstrate a clear understanding of various theories of war and warfare from the Classical period down until the modern age; 

 Demonstrate a knowledge of the different interpretations surrounding the causes , nature and consequences of war. 

CONTENT: 
The module will introduce students to various aspects and examples of warfare from the pre-historic period through to the modern age, and will include war in the classical period, medieval warfare, the military revolution of the Seventeenth century, the Revolutionary and Napoleonic wars, the First and Second World wars, and the small wars of the 1950s and 60s. The module will study war in its broadest sense and include the archaeology of war, ethical questions and considerations, and various theoretical understandings of the nature, cause and typology of warfare. In addition the module will consider how war and warfare has developed over the centuries, exploring the various economic, social, political or ideological forces that have underpinned the cause and continuity of war. Such a long view of the evolution of warfare will allow Students to compare and contrast the nature of war in different periods.

 










ASSESSMENT: 
 
1. Course work, worth 50% of the module marks.

One 2000 word assignment from the following titles:

1. It has been argued that war in pre-history was largely ritualistic, and that there were few fatalities. Outline the evidence for and against this point of view.
2. How far did warfare in the medieval period mirror the relationship between rulers and their subject peoples?
3. Can the Napoleonic War be truly described as the first ‘Total War’?
4. Why are civil wars so destructive? Choose at least two examples in your answer.
5. Can it be claimed that war is good for the economy? Discuss in relation to Britain during 1914-1918.
6. Can war ever be ‘Just’?  Discuss in relation to both World Wars.

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS:  2pm, WEDNESDAY, 27TH MARCH 2013




2. Examination, worth 50% of the module marks.

One two-hour exam where students answer 2 questions (equivalent of 2000 words). 















TEACHING SESSIONS:
1. FRIDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 2013 - Introduction and overview of course themes, followed by a discussion on the theories of war. This will include the nature of armed conflict, as well as examining typology and why wars occur.

2. FRIDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2013 - War in the Ancient World – an examination of conflict set against the emergence of the first City-States and the formation of Empires. How the ruling elites were able to create the first organised and centralised armies in history, and, through warfare, expand the territories under their control.

3. RESCHEDULED FROM FRIDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 2013 NOW FRIDAY 10TH MAY 2013 - War in the Medieval period – an analysis of the changing character of warfare in the face of political, social, cultural, and technological developments. The emergence of castle fortifications witnessed the development of military tactics based upon both defensive and siege warfare.

4. FRIDAY 22ND FEBRUARY 2013 - The ‘Military Revolution’ of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries -  an assessment of the radical development in military strategy and tactics that emerged out of Europe in this period, involving more sophisticated use of firearms and the training of standing armies.  Attention will be given to the Wars of Succession, the Seven Years War (the first ‘global’ conflict), and the Revolutionary Wars in America and Europe. 

READING WEEK – 25TH FEBRUARY to 1 MARCH 2013

5. FRIDAY 8TH MARCH 2013 - The emergence of ‘Guerrilla’ warfare – examining the impact of a different set of military tactics and strategy, involving ‘irregular’ insurgency-based ambush and sabotage. The significance of this form of warfare will be assessed through a Case Study - The ‘War of Independence’ in Ireland 1916-1922.

6. FRIDAY 15TH MARCH 2013 - The Great War 1914-1918 – following a series of crises in the opening months of the war, the British people were compelled to change tactics; from a policy of ‘Business as Usual’ to mobilising for ‘Total War’. This session will examine the nature of mass mobilisation in Britain, on the home front and for the front line. 

7. FRIDAY 22ND MARCH 2013 -  Battlefield Archaeology – an introduction to the approaches and techniques of archaeology, as applied to the scenes of battle and the material remains of warfare, both ancient and modern. For the student of war, this contextual study of the material culture of battle will introduce an added dimension to the understanding of conflict and how human action has shaped the landscape.

EASTER BREAK


8. [bookmark: _GoBack]FRIDAY 26TH APRIL 2013 - Fighting ‘Total War’ 1939-1945 – World War Two witnessed unprecedented levels of death and destruction, not only aimed at the armed forces of the combatant powers, but against civilians, including the mass bombing of urban conurbations, and the dropping of the Atomic Bomb on Japanese cities. Nazi ideology also promulgated the systematic persecution and slaughter of European Jewry and others deemed undesirable. The war also witnessed new levels of technological warfare and logistical planning, involving mass tank battles, amphibious landings, and airborne troop operations. This session will discuss these factors and the impact and significance of the bloodiest conflict in history.

9. FRIDAY 3RD MAY 2013 - Cold War Warriors – a look at the prolonged conflict between the Western NATO forces and those of the Warsaw Pact that dominated global politics in the second half of the 20th Century; a standoff given added gravity by the threat of nuclear proliferation. This session will also look at the threat posed by terrorist activity, emanating from within Western democracies, and from groups emerging from the conflict in the Middle-East. 

10.  FRIDAY 10TH MAY 2013 – RESCHEDULED SESSION ON MEDIEVAL WARFARE – SEE SESSION 3 ABOVE 
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MARKING CRITERIA FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF WRITTEN WORK

With all assessment, judgments will include an element of subjectivity. However, the School is able to offer you the following indicators, which will help you to assess your performance and progress.

HIGH FIRST CLASS (marks of 80 and above)

High First class work is of an outstanding standard. It will display all, of the following attributes:
•	a clear and sharp focus upon the question of arguably publishable quality
•	a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate
•	a broad, sophisticated and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 
•	a highly cogent and structured argument, with traces of originality
•	a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality
•	based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials
•	written with exceptional fluency, clarity and accuracy 
•	presentation to an outstanding scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

FIRST CLASS (marks of between 70 and 80 and above)
First class work is of an excellent standard. It will display some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:
•	a clear and sharp focus upon the question
•	a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate
•	a broad and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 
•	a highly cogent and structured argument
•	a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality
•	based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials
•	written with fluency, clarity and accuracy 
•	presentation to a high scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

UPPER SECOND CLASS (marks between 60 and 69)
Upper Second Class work is of a very good standard. It may show some of the qualities of First Class work, but not in a sustained way. Work of the Upper Second Class is characterised by some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:

•	a clear focus upon the question
•	an awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate
•	a broad knowledge of the relevant topic, though with some gaps
•	a well developed and solidly structured argument
•	a good and thoughtful analysis 
•	based upon a wide reading of secondary source materials
•	written with clarity and accuracy.
•	presented to a scholarly standard, with bibliography and referencing.

LOWER SECOND CLASS (marks of between 50 and 59)
Lower Second Class work is of a good standard. It is work that may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way.  Lower Second Class work displays some, but not necessarily all, of the following features:

•	some focus on the question, though not sustained or always clearly focused
•	some grasp of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate 
•	a sound knowledge of the relevant topic, with some limitations
•	a reasonable level of argument 
•	some analysis but not sustained and mixed with description/ narrative
•	some reading of the secondary source materials but significant gaps in the bibliography
•	written in a satisfactory style, with some accuracy.
•	presented to a reasonable scholarly standard, but with problems in the bibliography and/ or referencing.
THIRD CLASS (marks of between 40 and 49)
Third Class work is of an adequate/fair standard for an honours degree. It may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way. Work in this class is marked by some, but not necessarily all, of the following qualities:

•	limited understanding of and focus upon the question 
•	lacks structure and a sustained argument
•	some knowledge of the relevant topic but with significant limitations
•	tends towards description, with glimpses perhaps of analysis
•	limited range of reading or familiarity with the secondary literature
•	some attempt at following scholarly standards of presentation, though problems with referencing and/or bibliography
•	limited attention to writing style, clarity or accuracy

FAIL CLASS (marks of 39 and below)
Fail class work is unsatisfactory. It is work that may display some of the characteristics of the Third Class standard but not in a sustained or significant amount. 

· Very limited understanding of the question or focus upon it
· Lacks structure and argument
· Limited knowledge of the relevant topic
· Descriptive and narrative in structure
· Little evidence of sustained reading or familiarity with the secondary literature
· Fails to meet accepted norms of scholarly standards of presentation, including both referencing and bibliography.
· Weak writing style.
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