Discuss the extent to which the doctrine of Parliamentary Sovereignty is a critical component within the United Kingdom.
[bookmark: _Int_YO9RGGV5]In this assignment there will be evaluations of the UK constitutions and how the powers of Parliament are a key factor in the UK. This assignment will also explore how past Parliament can not bind past parliament to decisions and how reform has been suggested especially towards making the British constitution codified. It will be assured that reliable sources will be used to gather this information. There actually has been some suggestions made to make the British constitution codified and that will be looked at further down this assignment.
To start off, it is best to give a brief description of what a constitution is. As stated by the official Parliament website “Constitutions are rules and principles that a country follows and is normally kept in a singular document”.  This is basically what runs a country as it includes the rules that the UK’s citizens and those visiting must abide by. If there was no constitution, it can easily and quickly result in mayhem.
The UK has something a little different, though we have something called the British Constitution which, as stated by the same website mentioned earlier, ‘instead, the various statutes, conventions, judicial decisions and treaties which taken together, govern how the UK is run’ as you can see, from these definitions from the official UK Parliament website, the UK doesn’t follow the ‘standard’ for the general constitutions or at least not the same set up.
The UK does have their own principles, though for their own constitution it’s just that they’re all in different documents rather than them all being put into one document the only other countries that do the same as the UK are New Zealand, Canada, Saudi Arabia and Israel, the others have a codified constitution. The principles that the British constitution have, as stated by UK Parliament, is sovereignty assures that parliament has supreme power over law making and only Parliament.


Parliament has the power to create or get rid of laws and are the supreme bodies when it comes to making/ ending laws. Some examples of laws that have been made recently by Parliament are Animals (low welfare activities abroad) Act of 2023 that has been given royal ascent. Royal ascent is when the current monarch reviews and agrees for a law, legislation or Act to pass.  They even hold power over the monarch in the UK when it comes to law making, this is currently King Charles III. This is what Parliamentary sovereignty is, power over the monarch and the power to make and end laws or adjust them for the better.  Parliament also sets its own rules and no one else because they are the most powerful body when it comes to law making in the UK. Parliament are also the only ones to scrutinize laws, legislations and acts and it goes through a long process. For example, if a new Act gets proposed, it goes through the first reading where no debates go on about the proposed Bill , the title is just read out during this stage, then the second reading where it is discussed in more detail about the qualities of said Bill, this is where they debate on the points of the Bill whether it’s needed etc, then the committee stage where amendments are made and further discussed, the report stage where once again, amendments are discussed, the third reading where it's  just another discussion of the Bill and they cannot add any other amendments during this stage, it then moves onto the later stages where in order for the Bill to pass, both houses have to agree to the Bill, if not and further amendments are added, it has to go back to the first house and go through the stages all over again, then lastly, it gets royal ascent from the monarch and is now officially goes from a Bill to an Act.

 Many people, especially the younger generation with only 32% of 18- to 24-year-olds on a YouGov Poll stating that they would like the keep the monarchy the remaining 68% preferring a head of state (38%) or don’t know (30%), and 67% of 50- to 64-year-olds voting to keep the monarchy. The reason that the younger generation are debating whether the UK doesn't need a King or Queen and would prefer to have a have a head of state instead is because they believe that there is no longer a need for a monarchy and a lot of the citizens money goes towards the Royals just for the monarchy to spend on themselves. Counter arguments for keeping a monarchy are, they pull in more money from tourists therefore helping the economy, they help with relations with other countries and that Britian has had a monarchy for many centuries, so why change it now when it’s always worked out for Britain.  
The head of state in this instance would be the Prime Minister at that time and Prime Ministers in the UK are part of parliament, so is the King- or Sovereign but kings or queens only really open Parliament and give ascent to laws and don’t sit and debate like Prime ministers and members of Parliament do when a problem arises in the UK and when they discuss whether new laws need to be put in place or need to be adjusted. This could be another reason why people would prefer a head of state over a Monarch.

Parliament is the supreme law-making body; they have power over all governing institutions and even power over the monarch. In fact, Parliament had powers over monarch when it comes to laws since 1283. “Courts also cannot overrule the legislations” as stated by Parliament UK. And as stated above, Parliament and only parliament has the power to regulate itself and the only ones to scrutinize proposed Bills and make amendments to said Bills through a long process of hearings. 

Constitutional reform is a legislation suggests that the rules and practices of the Government need to change and to change how the UK is Governed. ‘Conservatives/ LibDem's as a coalition were the main ones to vote for a lot of the constitutional reforms’, this is as stated by Tutor2u.net.  This is even though conservatives are generally less likely to choose a reform as they do have set beliefs on institutions being set as they are because that is what works best.
There was also an Act put in place called the ‘Constitutional Reform Act 2005’ this was enacted by the UK Parliament and as stated by tutor2u.net that it firstly ‘reformed the lord chancellor office, then moved onto creating a framework for the Supreme court and lastly manage the appointments of judges.’  One of the proposals of reform was to codify Britian's constitution as they believed that that is what a lot of citizens of Britian would like.
Past parliament also cannot bind future parliament. One quote from eu-rope.ideasoneurope.eu is that ‘Parliament is not allowed to bind future Parliament to decisions, and this is under constitution’. Past parliament also cannot make laws that cannot be changed by future parliament this is because it can limit future parliament, it would be a problem because Parliament sovereignty would also be restricted due to this. It basically can take away some of Parliament's power. It also makes it easier to amend and update laws that have passed and need to be updated for a changing Britain, or if needed, completely end a law that no longer works for the UK. If future Parliament’s sovereignty is the ability to make and end laws, if they cannot do that, they are no longer as powerful as what they were.

As a conclusion it has been found that Parliament is the supreme law-making body and how their powers are a key factor in the UK as they govern how the UK is run through the laws and legislations. It was also found, though, that if Parliament makes a law that cannot be changed or ended, it restricts future parliaments power. It was also found that in the beginning the UK does not have a codified constitution like most other countries do but Parliament were in the talks of making it codified but as seen, it is still not a constitution that is codified and is unknown if in the future it will become one. 
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