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Introduction
I will be discussing some skills that will be learnt to be able to think critically while completing assignments in university.
The 4 skills that I will be discussing are;
· Reflection
· Referencing
· Objective and subjective writing
· Critical Analysis
Before I begin, I would like to point out that critical thinking means to judge and read between the lines.
Reflection
Burns and Sinfield (2008, p225) believe that
“The reflective essay encourages the writer to make connections between the   theory that they are studying and the practical world in which they will have to   apply that theory.”
Purpose;
Look back on something, think about how it can be changed.
3 questions to ask when reflecting
1. What can be changed?
2. How can it be improved?
3. What can be done differently?
David Kolb – published Kolb’s model of reflection in 1984 – can be used when reflecting.
Kolb’s model of reflection
Experience or an action – What has happened?
Reflective observation – How did it go? What went wrong?
Abstract conceptualization – How can it be changed? How can it be improved?
Active experimentation – Applying the new ideas in practice.
Give example of when I’ve used Kolb’s model of reflection (college assignment)
Used reflection for further assignments and when working as LSA.
Key skill to have:
Improves work done in university and to progress with in future careers.

· Referencing
Cottrell (2008, p130) thinks that;
“In academic writing, it is essential to state the sources of ideas and information. Such ‘references’ allow readers to refer back to the sources for themselves.”
Important for thinking critically – shows reading and research that supports arguments or points of view.
Gives credit to the author.
Avoids plagiarism – passing off someone else’s work as own.
Consequences – losing lecturers trust
                         -  having to redo work
                         -  leaving the course.
Easier for lecturers or other students to look up where evidence has come from.
References come from 
· Books
· Journals
· Articles or
· Internet. 
Make sure source is reliable – to provide correct evidence.
Websites should end in .gov or .edu.
Why we shouldn’t use Wikipedia.
No name – source not reliable - shouldn’t be used.
References - long/short quotations
                   - can be paraphrased
Different styles of referencing.
· APA (American Psychological Association)
· MHRA (Modern Humanities Research Association)
· Harvard
Different styles might cause confusion
UWTSD uses Harvard.
Objective and Subjective
Third thing discussing – objective and subjective writing.
According to Eales-Reynolds et al (2013, p16)
“Being objective means that you read, write and think without bias.”
Purpose of objective writing;
· Reading between the lines.
· Question if authors argument is based on opinion or fact.
Fact – true with evidence to support
Opinion – what author thinks – no evidence to support.
· Being able to verify evidence provided.
Is it authentic and reliable?
Does it support the fact/view point?
· Taking step back and looking at all evidence even if agree or do not agree.
When doing ass ignment – remember to be objective without giving own opinion.
Any arguments must be supported by evidence – this could be quotes, tables or statistics.
· Important to write/speak in the third person.
· Writing in first person is personal.
· If assignment written objectively, writer and reader should reach same conclusion.
Opposite of objective = subjective
Subjective writing
· In the first person
· Author gives own opinions, feelings and judgements on a subject.
Cottrell (2008, p207) expresses that
“Subjectivity simply means bringing yourself, your own views, opinions, experiences or value judgements into your research or writing.”



Critical Analysis
· Last thing to discuss
· Means thinking, reading and writing critically.
· Important skill for university as
Cottrell (2008, p292) believes
“Critical analytical thinking is an essential skill for most undergraduate and postgraduate study, and for many programmes it is the most important single aspect of study.”
 Critical Analysis
· Allows us to develop strategies.
· Stand back from information and have an unbiased opinion
· Important to read around topic – the more you read the more you think
Purpose of critical analysis;
· Consider carefully what’s been read.
· Evaluate evidence that supports
· Work out why others have reached the conclusion
· Check accuracy of references
· Evaluate all views and opinions and come to own conclusion
· Develops academic voice.
Questions to ask when writing critical analysis;
1. Why? - why has the author written/said this?
2. How reliable is the source? - Are the well-known? Where has the source come from? Book, journal, website.
3. How do we know this is true? Is there a reference included to check?
4. Is there anything else we need to know? - could there be more arguments for or against what the author has written?
Conclusion
There are many more important skills involved with critical thinking along with the ones in this presentation, these will all be learnt through our time in university. Critical thinking will help in studies and future careers.
Before I finish, I would like to share a quote with you from the study skills handbook.
Cottrell (2008, p1) says
“Study skills don’t hatch fully formed, any more than a grown hen pops from an egg. They evolve and mature through practice, trial and error, feedback from others, and reflection as you move through the different stages of your course.”
Thank you for listening. Any questions? 






