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	For completion by the first marker:
Comments:

This is a well-written, highly skilled examination of human encounters with trees, which explores this fascinating and little-explored topic in depth and with academic rigour.

You have an effective structure for your dissertation, framed by a clear contents page and subheadings are used to good effect throughout. Your Introduction presents the reasons for the research, contextualising it within existent studies. It also outlines your methodology, which is qualitative, including the use of semi-structured interviews, a phenomenological approach, and thematic analysis. You follow this with a section on reflexivity, going into more depth regarding your academic rationale, culturally situating the research across a range of diverse human encounters, and opening up questions regarding sentience due to your own experience of encounters with nature. This is a sensitive and nuanced frame for your work, through which you enable a broadening of definitions of personhood, leaving aside anthropocentric or zoocentric biases.

Your Literature Review is comprehensive, and your Analysis and Discussion is well-handled. The work uses an excellent range of primary and secondary sources and is referenced appropriately in accordance with university guidelines. Your cover of existing studies on plant intelligence, tree blindness, trees in popular culture, encounters, communication, and the pitfalls of human centric positioning in regard to human understandings of plant worlds, as well as those of other nonhumans is very well written and analysed, although attention to detail in typos etc. would be necessary here and elsewhere if developing this dissertation for publication (eg. ‘measure’ not ‘meaure’ on p. 13). The way you frame your data in terms of philosophic thought and the phenomenology of religion to open up discussion about the personhood of trees is insightful and innovative, giving the data meaning in terms of spirituality and ecology—and significance for the ecological crisis.  

Overall, the lines of your arguments for an expanded understanding of personhood and human-nonhuman relations based off encounters is strong and nuanced, and your evidence is perceptively presented. Your choice of subject matter offered you the opportunity to examine your qualitative data in a sensitive way that takes the literature into consideration, exploring your thematic choices through your interviews. These are arranged so that we hear the informants’ insights in their own words and are provided nuanced intimate insights into their experiences. These reveal a rich picture of the trees with which they have encounters, including their behaviours, their diverse tree cultures and tree healing. You synthesise the literature and your thematic choices eloquently in your discussion of the data.

Your work makes perceptive and compelling observations that add to the scholarship on extraordinary human relationships with and within the natural world in an innovative and original way, making valuable contribution to existent scholarship. This dissertation was a pleasure to read and is worthy of development for publication.
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	For completion by the second marker:

Comments:

This is a very well structured and rigorously researched exploration of encounters with trees. You establish a good rationale for your research, as well as considering your own position in relation to the research (e.g. in terms of your own experiences). You have explored a good range of literature around human-tree relationships, including in science and popular culture, and have also considered the literature on extraordinary experiences, this gives a solid foundation for the work that follows. You have made good use of the themes raised through your discussion of the literature to structure the analysis of your data. You do a good job of delineating the methodology chosen for the research, making good use of secondary and theoretical literature to do this. You have done a good job of collecting your qualitative data, which you have presented sensitively, and have discussed the data in terms of the theoretical literature covered in earlier sections of the dissertation. The interview extracts provide intimate insights into the experiences and relationships of your informants, where you allow them to tell their own stories in their own words. It is very interesting that these experience also give rise to insights about the trees themselves (e.g. seasonal behaviour, genders, and so on). You continue on to discuss the experiences through the lens of James’ notion of fruits, and in relation to other theorists in the phenomenology of religion. These strands are very nicely woven together in your discussion of the data. Your inclusion of a personal reflection before your conclusion is a nice touch that highlights your own embededness in the research, reminding us that the research process also changes the researcher.  You conclusion very nicely summarises the key themes raised in the dissertation, and point out directions for further research. Overall, this is a very nicely written and well-conducted piece of research that adds an important dimension to our understanding of human-tree relationships. It is well structured, with a strong rationale. Keep an eye out for a few minor typos, which occur occasionally throughout. 
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