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[bookmark: _Int_P30IgIze]Parliamentary sovereignty means that parliament is the supreme law-making body in the United Kingdom. Parliamentary sovereignty is a part of the United Kingdom's constitution. It is widely believed that the UK does not have a constitution, but this is slightly untrue. According to The UK Parliaments Website (2023), The UK’s constitution is not fully written and is very uncodified. This means that the UK does not have a full constitution committed to paper like the USA. It is widely debated whether parliamentary sovereignty is a crucial factor within the UK constitution. In this assignment there will be a discussion as to whether parliament sovereignty is the most crucial concept within the UK’s constitution. It is clear from the arguments presented in this assignment that parliament is supreme and is in fact a crucial factor within the UK’s constitution. A constitution is defined as a set of rules or laws that govern a country. An example of a country with a constitution is the USA. This is evident in University College London (2023). The online article explains that a constitution is a defined set of rules that together are an official publication that governs a country. It is again worth noting though that the United Kingdom's constitution is defined as unwritten. Next, I will discuss the fundamental principles of the United Kingdom's constitution. These principles are, parliamentary sovereignty, rule of law and the separation of powers. I have already given a definition of parliamentary sovereignty so I will now give accurate definitions for rule of law and the separation of powers. Rule of law simply is that everyone is accountable to the same laws and that no one person is above it. This is including figures such as the prime minister and the reigning monarch. Two key advantages of the rule of law are unbiased and foreseeable circumstances regarding equality. This is shown in Winter, S.L. (2022, description). The separation of powers consists of three main bodies. These are the Legislative, Executive and Judiciary. It is important that all three bodies remain completely separate to each other and do not have the same personnel working in two branches. This is supported in Masterman, R (2010, p.11). The reason that independence between branches is so significant is that political fairness and freedom can exist.
[bookmark: _Int_Ey6gsrvy]The legislation consists of the house of commons, house of lords and the crown. The legislation's role is to create legislation and govern the country. The executive is also known as the cabinet. This branch includes the prime minister and ministers in charge of departments in the government. An example of this is the education or defence secretary. The final branch is the judiciary. The judiciary consists of judges that are responsible for maintaining and upholding the law in the United Kingdom. The judiciary consists of many judges including a chief justice, coroners, judges and then magistrates, who are also known as justices of the peace. This is shown on the website for the Courts and tribunals Judiciary (2023). This source gives a clear structure and outlines the members of the United Kingdom's Judiciary. Next, I will discuss the extent of parliament being the most important and main law-making body in the United Kingdom. On the one hand parliament is supreme because it has the ability to create or dismiss any law of its choosing. This is shown in Bradley, A, (2011, p.1926). The source also states that no other body such as the executive can overrule parliament. The reason that parliament having the ability to create and dismiss laws is so important is because society is constantly changing and modernising, meaning that new laws need to be created and some need to be dismissed. This is because they may not be relevant or appropriate nowadays. On the other hand, parliament can be considered not to be supreme. This is because the human rights act affects parliamentary sovereignty. This is due to the human rights act allowing the courts to have the authority to deem a parliamentary act incompatible if it violates the human rights act. However, this motion by the courts does not invalidate the law. This is because parliament still has the authority to amend it or end up dismissing it. This is shown in Young, A.L., (2008, p.4). This therefore argues that parliament cannot be the supreme law-making body as it cannot create legislation that goes against the conventions laid out in the human rights act. However, this only applies to the human rights act as it is an internationally applied law. It is a fact that parliament can be considered supreme because the courts cannot quiz or interrogate parliament on the laws that it makes. This is due to parliamentary sovereignty. This claim is supported by Hogarth (2019). In this source it is clearly stated that the courts cannot question or overturn primary legislation. The courts can, however, overturn secondary legislation created by ministers. A second argument as to why parliament is not supreme is that it cannot guarantee that the laws it makes will not be changed or repealed by other parliaments in the future. Given that its laws are subject to change, this supports the argument that parliament is not supreme. This statement can be perceivable in, Gray, (1953, p.62). This law journal clearly expresses that a parliament cannot bind itself or future parliaments. This, therefore, again creates an argument for parliament not being supreme. With Parliament being perceived as supreme, it is unsurprising that there is always debate whether parliament or its rules need to be reformed. The reason being for this is that the United Kingdom as a country is constantly changing due to modernisation. Regarding parliamentary sovereignty and the United Kingdom's constitution, one reform suggestion is that more influence from the public should be given when decisions or changes to the constitution are made. This would be beneficial because the public would be informed of decisions made. It would also be harder for government parties to make decisions that would not have the best interests at heart. This is supported in Pannel (2023). Another reform suggestion is that more parts of the United Kingdom's constitution should be written. The reason for this is that there will be less debate about whether a proposed piece of legislation or act is constitutional or not within the legal system. Another advantage of this reform would be that legislators and judges would be able to use more creativity in their legal decision-making. This is evident in The Lawyer Portal (2023). One final reform suggestion is to completely remove parliamentary sovereignty to create constitutional sovereignty. This would be beneficial to Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland as it would ensure that their devolution arrangements remain intact and can never be rescinded. As the current United Kingdom's Constitution is uncodified it gives parliament the power to do away with the current settlement deals in place without any justification. Another beneficiary of constitutional sovereignty is the people of the United Kingdom as they would receive a better say in the decisions that are made in the country. To conclude parliamentary sovereignty is a critical component of the United Kingdom's constitution. This is shown in parliamentary sovereignty ensuring that the government can make and pass laws of their choosing.  This is vital to the United Kingdom as a country and to the people that reside here. Without parliamentary sovereignty the process of creating new legislation would be longer and tiresome. Parliamentary sovereignty is however affected by the human rights act. Nonetheless, this is the only exception as no other laws or acts have the same effect. The argument against parliament being supreme is also supported by the fact that future parliaments can rescind or amend the laws made by current governments. Although this is true and would be considered disadvantageous to the argument, of parliament being supreme, it is also beneficial for the citizens of the United Kingdom as laws become outdated and not fit for purpose. This is also a key element of parliamentary sovereignty as no parliament, in power, can restrict future or past parliaments.
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