ACBA6001 – Design economics
Reading activity for session #1 – Friday 04 October 2019 – Circular Economy
To begin your work on this module, we would like you to undertake this reading task to be able to answer the following questions.
1. What IS the circular economy?
If you had to describe this in your own words, what does it mean to you?  So try not to simply search and get a whole lot of definitions, attempt to describe it as you would to your relatives.

2. Circular opposed to what current type of economy?
The circular economy is proposed as more sustainable, but what is wrong with the current model that we have in place?  Look at what the current model does, how it utilises materials and so on, and then describe why it might not be the best model to take us further into the 21st Century.  Again, make sure that you could describe this to a relative.

3. Does the circular economy apply to the construction sector?
Firstly, a yes / no approach.  But then some reasons WHY it does or does not.  Again, be clear and reasoned in the responses given – can you outline to a relative / non-specialist why there is the argument for or against this?

4. What examples are there of circular economy in the construction sector?
Choose ONE example.  Make it different from that of your neighbour.  Do not all work on the same example!  Use the example to explain the relevance of circular economy within the industry.  Outline the positives / challenges.  

Guidance notes
You will be expected to prepare full notes on the questions above.  You must use credible and reliable sources of information and fully reference throughout your work.  Please avoid using one source of information only – you should attempt to read as widely around your subject matter as possible in order to formulate your responses.  Consider this practice for your literature review of your dissertation.  Please note the comments made above – avoid using jargon or words that describe the agenda just because they sound good – be clear on what this means to you as an individual.  

Forward plan
[bookmark: _GoBack]You will receive a guest lecture on Friday 11 October from Dr Tyra Oseng-Rees on the circular economy and her project and business.  Tyra will question you on what you already know about the circular economy; you must use these responses to answer any queries she raises.
