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[bookmark: _Int_oBgTOINf][bookmark: _Int_FEv6ZoXQ]Who fired the first shot of the Opium War and just how far did that shot reach in its impact on China? Was China really a ‘victim’ or a beneficiary? Did the addiction of one empire lead to the corruption of another?  These questions may cause one to ponder about what the major long-term impacts of the Opium Wars on modern China were. What does modernity mean for China today? When did China’s modernity begin? The Opium Wars sparked explosive tensions which resulted in far reaching consequences for China. Therefore, in my opinion to say that China’s modern state was radically altered by the Opium Wars is accurate. The crucial issue to address is that the change did not stop at the culmination of these two events, but rather had lingering impacts on modern China. An account of the correlation between what sparked the Wars, and the actual effects is important as they help to assess the resulting consequences for modern day China. While each of the two Opium Wars were separate forms with separate consequences, they were closely interlinked. The Chinese restrictions on trade with the Western World during the 19th century sparked the collision of two worlds which ignited the First Opium War (1839-1842) with Britain.  China’s subsequent defeat and efforts to retaliate against this ‘humiliation’ provoked the Second Opium War (1856-1859) which involved Great Britain and France. This prolonged the long-term impacts which had been wrought by the first Opium War. Essentially the Wars fuelled a combination of numerous changes that ultimately resulted in long-term impacts which gradually played pivotal roles in shaping China today.  The Wars triggered many changes which are reflected in modern China’s cultural, social, economic and political state. 
It is important to understand the context within which the Wars emerged by looking at the events which preceded the Wars. The controversy surrounding the debate is complex. On the one hand some argue that the opium war was the cause of the first shot and the confiscation the opium the trigger (Chang, 1964, Lovell, 2011). “But was this really the first shot?” (Chen, 2017). Others refute this arguing that there was no point for Britain to wage war over a drug.  Some historians contend that it was Britain's defensive response in protecting its national honour and to expand trade (Fay, 1975, Melancon, 2003). However, the crucial issue was not about the drug but rather the profits Britain were deriving/reaping from this trade. Profits so lucrative that Britain was prepared to wage war to preserve and expand its trading privileges in this illegal trade. The first opium war arose out of tensions surrounding the trade imbalance between China and Britain because China’s ratio of imports when compared to exports with Britain was considerably low. Also, China had many restrictive regulations in place which were a hindrance to Britain’s trade relations. According to renowned British historian Peter Marshall: “Commercially, the British were only of marginal importance to the Chinese.” (Marshall, 1998, p. 20). These tensions created an intractable conflict or rather a diplomatic controversy with international powers fighting for monopolization of each other's territory. Therefore, to upset this equilibrium Britain began trading opium which was a growing demand among Chinese consumers. China was opposed to the opium trade because of the potential harm that it was causing society as it was a highly addictive narcotic. However, the trade boomed despite China's effort to quell it and companies such as the East India Company became engaged in the illegal trade of the drug so that by 1830 more than 100 ships were engaged in smuggling drugs into China's territory (Pletcher, 2022).  
One of the major long-term impacts of the war was that it led to an expansion in trade relations between China and the West through the establishments of treaty ports (Waley, 1958). The First Opium War marked a major transition in China's economy as it resulted in the creation of the Treaty of Nanjing which increased the amount of treaty ports within China’s borders, many of which are still operable in Modern day China such as the treaty port in Shanghai. China was also forced to pay reparations.“The new access to foreigners there marked the beginning of Shanghai transforming into one of China’s major commercial entrepots” (Pletcher, 2022, p.3). Following the Second Opium War more treaties were imposed upon China such as the Treat of Tianjin which led to the development of more trading ports within China. Following the establishment of more trading ports within China an overabundance influx of foreign goods occurred.  This deprived China of profits they could make on export as they had to pay for such items with silver and China's response to this foreign encroachment was naturally defensive. However, the trade with foreign markets eventually proved to be beneficial for China because the populace now had access to a vast range of foreign products as well as an opportunity to trade which helped their economy to become diverse and helped them to overcome the financial deficits which they had incurred over the period of the Wars from indemnities and reparations. The trade ports generated substantial benefits as they lowered the costs of capital and increased the pace of industrialization. Overtime China was able to form economic alliance with many of the same countries who invaded its territory during the Opium Wars. In fact, many 19th century treaty ports areas are among the most advanced regions of China today (Deng, 2012).  
Secondly another major long-term impact of the Opium Wars was that they paved the road for political reform (Pletcher, 2022). China’s political position as a sovereign power regressed following the Wars. The Opium Wars acted as a catalyst which propelled the inevitable downfall of the Chinese dynastic system (Lynch, 2010, p.7). This opened the door for new political forms to emerge. In the aftermath of the war China was left in political ruin and the start of what would be long term political reformation began. From a political perspective China’s state had become segregated with the cessation of Hong Kong under the Treaty of Nanjing and is still evident today under the: ‘one state two government system’ initiative. The ineffectiveness of the Qing government to mitigate the ongoing crisis caused social unrest. Over the years following the Wars, various governments arose, each with their own ideas of making China great including Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping and the current president Xi Jinping. “The changes after the opium war would appear to foreshadow China's....reforms initiated by Deng Xiaoping in 1978, which created more open borders, among other policy change.” (Keller and Shiue, 2021, p.37). While the Opium Wars caused the deterioration and eventual collapse of China's 5000-year-old imperial dynasty it paved the way for new political ideas to emerge. The resulting political/social upheavals and mass insurgencies were the vehicles upon which change for modernity would come. Therefore, as a result of the Opium Wars China was eventually able to regain its legitimacy and ability to wield power.
Thirdly, the Opium Wars influenced the modernization of China’s military which was a long-term impact (Hayes, 20221). The war wasn't simply a call for political reform, but rather a rude awakening for China. “The war ended with a greatly weakened Qing Dynasty that was now confronted with the need to rethink its relations with the outside world and to modernize its military, political, and economic structures.” (Hayes, 2021). The limitations in their military and political arenas were blatantly obvious and China realized that many of their military practices were impractical and inferior in comparison to that of the Western counterparts. This helped them to begin focusing on ways to develop their military inferiority and awake from their political retrogressions. “The West’s intervention in China may have generated technological learning” which had structural change and efficiency gains for China’s military advancement (Keller and Shiue, 2021, p.8).  The Wars exposed the many loopholes in China’s economic infrastructure which needed to be address so that they could move forward. The Chinese were starting to realise the need to be united against foreign enemies and the need to fight for the nation’s right as a political society. “Fears of foreign influence shows how much the Wars influenced and changed ideas within Chinese society, encouraging anti-imperialism whilst increasing Chinese unification.” (Harrison, 2000, p.25).  “Chinese intellectuals realized the need for a reconfiguration of the past in order to build a nation-state, which was vital in order for China to re-establish itself and regain it international status in the modern world.” (Wang, 2001, p.12).  Thus, China’s growing industrialisation, commercialisation and military developments was a response to the West’s modernity as China realised that they were inferior in comparison to their western counterparts. 
Furthermore, changing ideas in education were long term impacts of the Opium Wars which helped shaped modern China. The Wars not only provoked debates around the need for political reform but the realisation that national progress worked hand in hand with education. Chow argues that “the importance of changing educational ideals proved to be the foundation of Chinese modernisations” (Deng, 2012, p.194). The war and the revolutions that ensued in the years following the war instigated the idea that in order for China to be re-established in the modern world their education system had to be improved. This change in social consciousness had a domino effect on education.  Educational reforms (including ideas about Literacy, Science and Mathematics) were introduced and integrated in the Chinese education system post war.  Thus, Scholars and intellectuals emerged from the political ruins in China with knowledge gained from foreignized influence. Thus, scholars were emerging with a ‘bi-cultural’ education. Western knowledge became an ‘appendage’ to China’s educational system and is still current in their curriculum. This educational renaissance helped shaped modern China. “Chinese historians see the Opium Wars as aggressive Wars which taught them the hard lesson that ‘backwardness means you will take a beating’. These lessons shaped the rationale for the Chinese Revolution against imperialism and feudalism that emerged, and then succeeded, decades later (Hayes, 2021).  “The Wars prompted the Qing Dynasty to initiate a wide range of social reforms, during which many modern colleges sprung up.” (Zhu and Lou, 2011). These include modern day Sino-Western College 1895, Nanyang College 1896 and the Imperial University 1898 who offered courses as foreign languages, technology and science at the time and still offer them today.  Thus, introduction of westernised socio-political ideals improved China both domestically and internationally by creating an opportunity for China to progress and modernise using the newly acquired Western knowledge.
 Another area of culture that was a long-term impact of the opium war was the development foreign language within China (Zhu and Lou, 2011). China realised that in order to successfully trade globally a more universal means of communication should be adapted. Exposure to foreign invaders meant Chinese were exposed to different languages which overtime became interwoven into the fabric of China's society (Waley, 1958). The Chinese were also exposed to new language/vernacular such as English, which was universal so therefore they could understand other international nations and trade with them. Even in Modern China many Chinese are bilingual or otherwise versed in multiple languages. English is widely spoken today in China, and it is common to find many Chinese who speak English and even French. English is offered in many schools and Universities across China today (Zhu and Lou, 2011). Thus, a long-term impact of the Opium War on modern China was the introduction of new languages which many Chinese still retain. 
The Opium Wars introduced China to international Law (Fairbank, 1973). During the war international laws based on extra-territoriality emerged and these laws are acknowledged by China today. China's diplomats were able to successfully adopt international law into their legal system and ascribe international law in their press to remedy the violations that were imposed upon them during the Opium Wars. The impact of western influence did not instantaneously affect Chinese law but rather it created it a gradual effect which overtime pave the way for guiding China's foreign policy in later years to come. The introduction of international law played a role in helping China to understand the context of the world around it and also acted as a guide in helping them to reconstruct their legal system overtime (Svarverud, 2011). Essentially the opium was exposed China to western law unbecome what may be considered it domino effects which help shaped modern China as we know it today. Thus, it is arguable that international Law introduced during the Opium War had a long-term impact on modern China because it is embedded in the current law making process. “The resulting Western discourse of China and Chinese law was not only central to many of the disputes that structured the trajectory of modern Sino-Western relations but also a key site at which the cultural and national boundaries were constructed or negotiated.” (Chen, 2016, p.16) “Diplomatically China entered into official contacts with the western maritime powers and took the first step in its long journey to membership in the international society.” 
Another major impact of The Opium Wars is that they shifted China’s focus to the protection of its culture and heritage (Tythacott, 2015). At the culmination of the Second Opium War the ‘Summer Palace’ was looted and burnt by French and British troops and many cultural relics were stolen including the famous embroided silk dragon robe which belonged to once belonged to the Emperor of China -Tao Kwang. Many of these items are displayed in military museums in the UK currently. As a result of this China began to place more focus on the preservation of its cultural heritage and traditions. In fact, China is the world’s second largest World Heritage site boasting 56 World Heritage Sites including The Summer Palace located in China’s Capital Beijing (Pletcher, 2022). “Since the 1990s—and especially in the last fifteen years—China has been in an active phase of theory development about cultural heritage conservation” (Mingkang, 2016). This is reflected in China's modern approach to cultural heritage preservation (Blessing, 2015). 
To conclude, it is unquestionably evident, that the Opium Wars had long term impacts which were pivotal in shaping modern day China. The impacts of the Wars saw China’s century of humiliation gradually transform into a century of modernization and liberation. Many argue that the Opium Wars were the trigger point of gradual transformation of Imperial China to modern China. It was these long-term impacts which set the foundation for China’s realisation that they had to improve from their state of ‘backwardness’ and paved the way for many of the improvements which led to modern day China. Thus, while the Opium Wars may be argued to have had devastating effects of on China's society, in my opinion, it was essentially these long-term impacts which to help China to rise from the ashes like a ‘phoenix’ into the modern-day world power that it currently is. In brief, it is crucial to understand that had it not been for the painful lessons the war taught China, they may not have been as advanced as they are today.  The Opium Wars ironically left China in a state of national devastation but ironically ready for modern change. While the loss from these Wars were bitter pills for China to swallow the valuable lessons learnt had long-term impacts which eventually shape modern day China. 
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