Appendix A
Date, time and year group: 10th October 2023, 9:00 am, Nursery/Reception Classroom 

Where and When: Morning greeting, register and wellbeing session.

What happened: 
The critical incident which was observed occurred first thing in the morning. The children were completing their usual morning routine of putting their belongings away and arriving into class, talking with their peers. The children were greeted into the classroom by their teacher and two teaching assistants All children sat down on the carpet, ready for the teacher to begin the morning session. Most of the children within the class appeared to be chatty and happy, talking to their peers on the carpet. Apart from one child who stood out to me. This child, (Child A) seemed to be reserved but slightly agitated. The child was fidgeting on the carpet and found it difficult to sit still. The teacher introduced the new student teacher who was in the class for the first time and then began to take the register, speaking to each child whilst doing so. Whilst completing the register, it came to my attention that when the teacher called out Child A’s name, they looked down and did not respond. The teacher carried on with the register, speaking to the other pupils in the class. Child A began to show slight frustration, picking at their hands and making noises. The teacher then went on to gather the children and ask each child how they were feeling that morning and stated it was their usual morning, wellbeing check in session. The teacher asked the question in Welsh, “Sut wyt ti?” and all children then responded in Welsh, with answers such as “dw i’n hapus”, “dw i’n drist” and “ar ben y byd”. The children also used their wellbeing wall, Zones of Regulation, placing pictures of themselves into what zone they were feeling that morning. During this wellbeing session, I noticed that Child A became even more disengaged with the discussion and refused to participate and verbalise how they were feeling. The child then got up off the carpet and took himself into a different area of the classroom and playing with toys. One child within the class took themselves over to Child A and patted him on the back, asked if he was okay and then started playing with him. Then, the class teaching assistant, a familiar face, went over to Child A and explained again, there was a new student teacher within the class and that the routine and dynamics in class today were going to be slightly different to the normal class routine. Upon observation throughout the day, Child A seemed to be withdrawn throughout most of the day and disengaged with each task. 
 
 Areas of possible Exploration:
Why is Child A disengaged, frustrated, and withdrawn? 
· Has the child had a bad start to their morning? Has anything happened at home, on the way to school or during the transition into school? How is the child actually feeling? Why does the child not want to join in with the wellbeing check in? Can they verbalise these feelings to a familiar adult? Was the child not expecting a student teacher within class today? Has the child got any Additional Learning Needs and is struggling with a new face and routine? 

Notes:
· The observation was first thing in the morning, when children were entering the classroom.
· The children were excitable and happy coming into class.
· Most of the children were happy and content within their classroom and school environment. 
· The noise level was manageable, with the class teaching assistant occasionally needing to remind the children of indoor voices.
· A pupil within the class comforted Child A


