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Sway – Theorists
Freud believed children’s emotional development was pivotal through their play.  Vygotsky suggests, that relationships and social interactions are important to cognitive development in children.  Bruner viewed children as learners through their own experiences, first hand. 
Piaget believed children moved through four stages of mental development: -
· Sensorimotor stage (birth – 2 years)
· Preoperational stage (2 – 7 years)
· Concrete operational stage (7 – 11 years)
· Formal operational stage (12 years and over)
Piaget states, children are actively involved in their own learning.  Erikson believed that each stage of a child’s life they will experience conflict which will act as a critical moment in their development.  Parten believed children move through different stages of play in a linear pattern (Sway, no date). 



