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[bookmark: _GoBack]This article contains the quote used in the question for the assignment. It is widely considered to be one of the most defining written works on the subject of feudalism and as such influenced other works such as Susan Reynolds’s fiefs and vassals who was inspired by Browns article. Brown suggests that the terms Feudal system and Feudalism are post medieval constructs that do not accurately reflect the more complex system that was happening at the time. She implies that the term feudalism is a “simple label simplistically defined” which should be removed from our education as it does not fully reflect what was actually in place at the time. Brown is not the only historian who believes that the terms should be removed from students’ education as she references numerous other historians that have the same point of view as she does. The fact that her quote and article is well regarded proves that it is a highly authoritative source. I found it to be a very good and persuasive article and it provided me a with a lot of good information that I used in my presentation.
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Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, ‘Frederic William Maitland’, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 21st March 2016 <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Frederic-William-Maitland> [Accessed 16th January 2018]
This source provided me with information to do with Frederick William Maitland and his career. I believe that it is a fairly trustworthy site because of the fact that it is edited by staff specially paid to provide that service. However, it is still a site which is used to gather information from, so it does not seem to be scholarly specific. Even though this is similar to Wikipedia, Encyclopaedia Britannica is much more trustworthy than Wikipedia as it does not allow just anyone to edit the articles. Another point which is relevant to whether it is trustworthy or not is that the articles go through multiple revisions by various different people and as such this proves that the articles are at least double checked and that the facts are right. I found this out because at the bottom of the Frederick William Maitland article and other articles it gives you an option to view the article history. Overall, it was not a vital source to my presentation, as it only provided information to do with Maitland, but it provided me with the information that I needed.
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This source provided me with a standard definition of Feudalism. As an Online Dictionary it did what was expected. It was easy to find the definition on the website. I believe it to be a trustworthy website seeing as it’s a reputable dictionary company.

Ganshof, F.L., ‘Introduction’, in Feudalism, (Longmans, Green and co LTD, 1952), pp.15-17.
Ganshof’s Book as a source was an effective source in my information gathering. This is because Ganshof takes a different view on the subject than Brown and her original quote. This allowed me to gain a new perspective that differs from Brown.  Although Ganshof firmly is on the opposite side of the debate to Brown, he does state that “the word ‘feudalism’ is one to which many different meanings have been attached.” This means that he acknowledges the fact that the definition differs depending on who you ask, however, he does say that he believes in “feudalism only in the narrow, technical, legal sense of the word. Overall this source was vital due to the fact that Ganshof is an advocate for feudalism which gave me a different perspective than Brown’s view.
 Maitland, F.W., ‘Feudalism’, in  The Constitutional History of England: A course of Lectures Delivered (Cambridge: University Press,1908) P.143) Accessed on Google Books.

Although Maitland’s book is from 1908, it was a valuable source that I used for my presentation. The chapter I read in the book was titled “Feudalism”. He defines what feudalism is in this chapter and talks about how Feudalism has become a vague term and implies that the term has lost its true meaning. He states that the term feudalism “has thus become for us so large and vague that it is quite possible to maintain that of all countries England was the most, or for the matter of that the least feudalized”. I found this source, although it is old, a useful one. It allowed to me see a different perspective in that it is from a much earlier time period. I believe the book is a trustworthy source due to the fact that Frederic William Maitland was a reputable historian and scholar.

Reynolds, Susan, ‘The Problem of Feudalism’ in Fiefs and Vassals (Oxford University Press, 1994) pp.1-3.
This source proves to be quite reliable as arguably it is one of the most defining written works to do with the term feudalism. I believe it to be a very trustworthy source as it is written by a reputable historian who has written a number of books to do with medieval history including this book Fiefs and Vassals. The book is written in a scholarly way and as such its intended audience would be people studying the subject. Although it could, it probably would not be read casually. The chapter that I used in the book which gave me most of my information was called “The Problem Of Feudalism.” This chapter was very useful in supplementing the information that I had gathered from Browns article and it provided me with a number of different quotes that I used in my presentation. It spoke clearly about the problems to do with feudalism and drew upon various historians as well as her own views. As well as discussing feudalism she also discusses fiefs and vassalage and as a result goes further than Brown does by suggesting that they are post medieval constructs as well.  Overall, this was a valuable source that provided me with a lot of relevant information and I thought it was a very good and coherent book.

Richardson, H.G, Sayles, G.O., ‘The Problem of the Norman Conquest’, in The Governance Of Mediaeval England from the Conquest to Magna Carta, (Edinburgh University Press,1905) p.30.
 This was an interesting source due to the fact that these historians are on the same side of the debate as Brown, but they are contradictory because although they state that feudalism are “"the most regrettable coinages ever put into circulation to debase the language of historians" They also say that they cannot “rid [themselves] of the words and must live with them”. However, overall the book is written in a scholarly manner and being historians, they seem to be trustworthy and reliable.
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