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Introduction to the module
Welcome to HPFY 3014 People Across Time. 
The module will introduce you to the study of peoples and cultures across different periods, from prehistory to the present. We’ll explore these from the perspective of different humanities disciplines, looking at historical, anthropological, and archaeological perspectives.
The Moodle page for the module – and this handbook – contain the information you’ll need for this module. Please do take the time to familiarise yourself with these as many of the questions you have are likely answered here! You can find dates of classes, suggested resources, pre-class tasks, and information about how you’ll be assessed. We’ll meet weekly online on Teams over the course of ten weeks. I’m very happy to hear from you about the module outside of class, either by email or by setting up a Teams meeting at a mutually convenient time.
Don’t be shy to ask questions if there’s something that doesn’t quite make sense, or if you want to know more! I might not always know the answer but we can find out collaboratively. I actively encourage you to ask questions and to participate in class. Please don’t feel afraid to have a go at answering questions in class. Some of the subjects we cover during the module will be unfamiliar to some of you. You’re encouraged to think and to explore, and there are rarely right or wrong answers.
Help and advice
If you have any queries about the module, please do not hesitate to ask for help. The best way to reach me is always by email: r.keyse@uwtsd.ac.uk
Aims
This module aims to introduce students to the study of peoples and cultures across different periods, from prehistory to the present.
Learning outcomes
By the end of the module you should be able to:
· Demonstrate an awareness and introductory knowledge of the academic study of history and archaeology.
· Demonstrate an understanding and knowledge of disciplinary fields related to human cultures and societies over time.


Class schedule
The class will take place on Microsoft Teams. Dates and times of classes are as below, and links have been circulated to all registered students.
The class schedule is as follows:  
	Date
	Class details
	Assignments due this week

	Wednesday 20 May 2026
2pm – 4pm.
	1: Introduction to the module
	-

	W/c 25 May 2026
	NO CLASS THIS WEEK – reading week. There will be 2 classes in the following week. Please use this week to think about what you might like to focus your assignment on, and review the online material on ‘Prehistory and the Archaeology of the Three Ages’
	

	Monday 1 June 2026
2-4pm
	2: Introduction to disciplines
	-

	Wednesday 3 June 2026
2-3pm
	3: Tutorial for the material on ‘Prehistory and the Archaeology of the Three Ages’/Essay Plan discussion
	-

	Wednesday 10 June 
2-4pm
	  4: Ancient Civilisations 
	-

	Thursday 18 June 2026
2-4pm
	5: Understanding the Graeco-Roman world
	Essay Plan (Portfolio Part 1) due Sunday 21 June 2026 at 23:59 PM

	Wednesday 24 June 2026
2-4pm
	6: The Medieval World 
	-

	Wednesday 1 July 2026
2-4pm
	7: The Early Modern World 
	-

	Thursday 9 July 2026
2-4pm
	8: Source Analysis Workshop  
	Source Analysis (Portfolio Part 2) due Sunday 12 July 2026 23:59PM-

	Wednesday 15 July 2026
2-4pm
	9: The World Today

	-

	Wednesday 22 July 2026
2-4pm
	10: Essay Workshop
	Essay (Portfolio Part 3) due Friday 31 July 2026 23:59PM



If for any reason you are unable to attend a class, please advise me by email, ideally well in advance. Absences without notice will be marked as unauthorised, and attendance records are submitted to the Faculty Office.
Preparing for class
You are expected to engage with the resources on Moodle for each class. Please be aware that the listed contact (in-class) hours are only a small amount of the time you are expected to be working on this module. This means reading, preparing for class, and working on your assignments. Please bring notes on your reading to class, focusing on the questions raised by what you’ve read, as you will be expected to draw upon your reading in class exercises.
Asssessment for this module
Assessment for this module will be through a Portfolio of work, consisting of three elements. The Portfolio will total 3000 words.
Assignments will be submitted via Moodle, and grades will be returned on Moodle. When the marks are available, I will email you to inform you, and you will be able to read your feedback on Moodle. I aim to make the feedback constructive and helpful. It may comment on your understanding of the issues raised, the organisation of your work, or on how clearly you are expressing yourself, for example. Please do take the time to read the comments carefully and consider them. If anything is unclear, please do ask. With that in mind, you are very welcome to make an appointment with me to discuss your feedback. I’m here to help and want to support you to do the best you can.
Part 1: Essay Plan (500 words, 20%) – due 23:59 PM on Sunday 21 June 2026.
This assignment is a plan of the essay that you will produce for Part 2. For the essay, you will need to choose one era or age covered by the module:
· Pre-history
· The Ancient World
· The Classical World
· The Medieval World
· The Early Modern World
· The Modern World
The essay need not address the whole period, but can take a particular example from either pre-history, the Ancient World, the Classical World, the Medieval World, the Early Modern Period, or the Modern Period. You will also need to consider the approaches of enquiry and research that experts in the field adopt when studying people in that period. 
The essay plan, then, is a 500 word plan of your intended essay. You are expected to: 
· Set out your topic and research ideas.
· Identify the sources that will be at the heart of your essay. 
· Outline the key points you will make, setting out the direction of your research and core arguments.
· Provide an indicative bibliography, properly referenced.
Part 2: Source Analysis (1000 words, 30%) – due 23:59 PM on Friday 12 July 2026 
This assignment is a 1000 word analysis of a secondary source related to the module. This could be a book, a chapter from an edited collection, or a journal article. It can be related to your essay subject, or to a different period covered by the module. You will need to address:
· What type of work is it? Who is it written for (e.g. an academic journal is written for an academic audience, whereas a book published by a popular publisher might be written more for a general public audience)? Which discipline does it belong to (e.g. History, Classics, Archaeology…)?
· Who is it written by? What do you know about the author? What approaches do they take?
· When was it written? If possible, discuss the historiography of the work. Is there a possible reason for why the work was written at this time?
· The content of the work and the main arguments put forward by the author.
· Which sources do they use to construct their argument? These could be written archival sources, material objects, memoirs, literary sources, oral history interviews…What are the strengths and weaknesses of their source base?
· What are the strengths and weaknesses of this work? Formulate your own opinion of the work.
· Discuss the worth of this secondary source as an academic aid. How is it useful for your own understanding of the topic? How does it compare to other work you’ve read on the subject?
You must provide proper referencing and a bibliography, even if it just lists the single source you are reviewing.
Part 3: Essay (1500 words, 50%) – due 23:59 PM on Friday 31 July 2026
For the essay, you will need to choose one era or age covered by the module:
· Pre-history
· The Ancient World
· The Classical World
· The Medieval World
· The Early Modern World
· The Modern World
The essay need not address the whole period, but can take a particular example from either pre-history, the Ancient World, the Classical World, the Medieval World, the Early Modern Period, or the Modern Period. You will also need to consider the approaches of enquiry and research that experts in the field adopt when studying people in that period.
Your essay must include properly formatted references and a bibliography.
Guidance for essays:
An excellent essay will be strong in the following areas:
Context, knowledge and coverage of the material: The essay will contain arguments based on specific examples from your reading. It will demonstrate a good understanding of all the issues and good coverage of the relevant material. It will demonstrate that you have researched the topic in adequate depth and drawn upon appropriate academic sources.
Structure and argument: Your essay should be clearly structured and argued. This will include a clearly stated thesis statement in the introduction. This statement of the argument will then be systematically developed throughout the essay, with use of evidence to support your analysis, and summarised in a concluding paragraph.
Critical technique: Your essay will show an awareness of the historiography, and how scholars have debated your topic. It will also demonstrate an awareness of the problems and biases of particular source materials.
Analysis: Your essay will not simply explain events, nor restate the evidence and argument from other texts, but rather will appraise the validity of the evidence and closely analyse the topic or question under consideration.
Originality: It will display original ideas and be thought-provoking – you are encouraged to express your own position on a debate, supporting it with evidence.
Style and presentation: Your work will have a good standard of grammar and syntax. It will preferably use the active voice, and will avoid contractions and informal language. All references will be correctly cited according to either MHRA or Harvard style.
Approaching essay questions:
· Unpack the question: make sure you’re answering every clause or aspect of the question?
· Think behind the question: why is it being asked? What larger themes does it address?
· Think about the evidence you are using: what are its strengths and weaknesses?
Please check the relevant assessment criteria for your level of study (Level 3):
Assessment Criteria
Referencing
For this module, you may use either MHRA or Harvard referencing styles. It is important that you reference properly and accurately, and I recommend that you refer carefully to the referencing handbook for your chosen style when you’re proofreading your references before submitting. Referencing handbooks can be consulted on the UWTSD Library website here:
Referencing Handbooks - Digital Services | University of Wales Trinity Saint David
Use of AI
In addition to the General Allowable Uses of AI, for this module you are permitted to use AI for structuring, within the guidelines set out by the University’s guidance. Please consult the information on the Use of AI Tile on Moodle, and ensure that you are familiar with what you can, and cannot, do before using AI to support your studies. Please also note that you are required to keep all notes, drafts and other resources you have used to complete your assignment, before and after the use of any AI tool, as you may be required to produce these. Please ensure that you have reviewed this information before you attempt your assignments.
Whether you use AI or not in your assignments, all assignments must include an AI declaration. Guidance on how to declare your use of AI – or how to declare that you have not used it – is available on the Use of AI tile on Moodle.
Use of Automated Translation Tools
Automated translation tools, often known as machine translation (MT) tools, are software applications that use artificial intelligence to automatically translate text or speech from one language to another.
Examples of automated translation tools include (but are not limited to): Google Translate, DeepL, and Microsoft Translator.
Like all tools, automated translation tools must be used as appropriate with academic integrity in mind. 
The expectation is that all work submitted is created by the student themselves, including the appropriate use of the language of assessment (which, for this module, is English).
Therefore, a student must not create an assignment in a different language and then use an automated translation tool to translate it into English, and finally submit the creation of the automated translation tool for assessment.
Students are allowed to use automated translation tools to:
1. Support their study and understanding of course materials. This includes the translation of lecture notes, lecture recordings and transcripts, books, articles and other materials. 
Students are not allowed to use automated translation tools to:
1. Translate any text or materials for submission as part of assessment for any module.
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