Mainhouse Theatre Task 1
In what ways has your work on the production helped to realise the director’s intended vision of the piece?

Over the course of the production of Far From the Madding Crowd I believe I was able to significantly contribute towards the director’s vision for the piece in multiple ways.
Primarily I believe that it was of the utmost importance that I acted professionally throughout the process, arriving on time everyday, respecting when Geinor was working with others and not being a distraction and generally bringing the right mindset to work. This ensured an efficient and happy atmosphere for Geinor and Dan to work within.
My positive mindset and work ethic towards acting meant that I entered into the process with a foundation of ideas already formed about my character. This enabled me to work with Geinor to build my character, though despite already having ideas I still allowed myself to take on direction should an aspect of my performance of Poorgrass differ from Geinor’s ultimate vision. An example of this would be, initially I had pictured Poorgrass to be harmless and innocent in the grand scheme of things, however when Geinor made it known that she felt the driving force behind the plot was the gossip of the “malthouse gang” I began to include that aspect to my character with certain looks or a particular delivery of lines.
Geinor had stated how she felt that it is the small details within the supporting characters and their relationships with one another that help ground the entire play and bring it to life. I was able to help achieve this effect firstly by treating each scene as though they were happening the first time and avoiding to preemptively portray emotions that would only become relevant to the play later on which was a common note Geinor had given to other people. Also I feel as though I was able to portray realistic relationships with other actors onstage through small interactions littered throughout the performance. 
I consider my own skill set to have been great use in achieving Geinor and Dan’s aims for this production. 
As a proficient bass player Dan was able to make a lot of use out of my musicality throughout the production, especially due to the small number of other musicians available. Although I am less confident on the guitar I practiced the part enough to comfortably play what was needed consistently.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was noted by both Geinor and Dan that I had a great instinct on stage and my independent choices surrounding my character lead them to tell me on a number of occasions that I was ready to perform by the beginning of week 2.
My natural comedic timing was also a valuable asset in assisting Geinor’s vision of using my character as a lighter and uplifting presence throughout the play in contrast to the heavier plot driven scenes.
In conclusion I believe my work was able to greatly assist in realising Geinor’s vision for the production thanks to a number of factors such as my skill set and my professionalism.
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