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Due to the book named English Language Guide in 2008, in the whole world, the native speakers of English are approximately 380 million, while the non-native speakers of English are more than 700 million. According to the large number, we can easily conclude that numerous of people speak in English today in communication with others. Why there is so many people speak English? I think its grammar, pronunciation, structure and vocabulary are much simpler than other languages that people acquire it as quickly as they can. But to the native and non-native speakers of English, they always show the great differences in speaking English because of the various fixed custom, culture, cognization and even understanding, these two groups show some differences between them, and also there has been lots of related discussions in the past years. I think the differences can help us go deep in to the essence of language, if we control the language rule from it, we can utilize the advantages to enhance the abilities, even we can also use it in learning other languages and at the same time, we can avoid some unnecessary problems in learning and teaching process. In this article, I will explain what is native and non-native speakers of English, present some typical differences between them and furthermore, discuss the differences in light of the literature on the position of the non-native teachers of English.
1 Definition of native and non-native speaker of English
In our world, there are so many countries take English as their native language, such as UK, USA, Australia, Bahamas, Ireland and so on, actually, there are 12 countries in total. Obviously, there are lots of definitions for native and non-native speakers of English through different researchers’ studies, but most of them are the same in essentials while differing in minor points. 
As Cook’s viewpoint, a native speaker or L1 user of English is someone who has learned English as first language in child hood (Cook, 1999). He thought that if someone has learned English as first language in his child hood, he cannot be changed in his later life, even these people want to train or learn language through many methods, but the final result will not change too much, we can call these people bilinguals. But on the other hand, we can understand non-native speaker of English deeply through corresponding concepts. I also want to propose Cook’s definition in this term that Non-native speakers of a language are people who have learned this particular language as second or third language, but have a different language as native one. That means someone has learned other language as his second language in child hood, in other words, English is not his native or first language. But afterwards in his life, he can learn English through training or learning, and English is his second language, and as good as his native or first language.
2 Differences between native and non-native speakers of English
Between native and non-native speakers of English, both of them has their main features, there are many differences. In my following words, I want to discuss advantages and disadvantages between the native and non-native speakers of English.
2.1 Advantages of native speakers of English
It is obviously that there are so many advantages of native speakers of English, I propose four advantages here.
2.1.1 Native speakers of English speak English more fluently than non-native speakers of English
George Braine mainly pointed that native speakers speak more fluently and intuitively correct than their non-native colleagues (George Braine, 1999). It seems that native speakers of English have the innate advantage because of their mother language is English, this is a simple truth that everyone knows. On the day they are born, the language contacted is English. Due to the abundance of listening, speaking, reading and writing, the native speakers of English, the native speakers of English can control mother language excellently. 
As the saying goes, skill comes from practice. May be the non-native speakers of English can speak English very well through lots of training and practice, but the progress is not easy, especially in traditional culture or ancient English, the second language learners have not always understood deeply, let alone handle it skillfully. The native speakers of English can understand more quickly and speak more fluently, they can express their thinking and viewpoint very clearly to others, even those exits some mistakes or problems, they can easily find out and correct them immediately. This is superiority for native speakers of English, and the non-native speakers of English is not as good as them in this feature.
2.1.2 Native speakers of English have more advantages in pronunciation, vocabulary and intonation
Péter Medgyes called pronunciation, vocabulary and intonation “perfect language model” for learners since he took them as an advantage for native speakers (Péter Medgyes, 1999). Pronunciation, vocabulary and intonation are the basic factors to form one language, that anyone learns language that he should start from here. But native speakers of English have more advantages in these factors, while non-native speakers of English always have influenced by their first language. Because when the non- native speakers speak other languages, they often take the first language rule into the second language unconsciously. That’s why different people from different countries speak English always have their mother language shadow, even in the twelve English speaking countries, the English they used are very different from others.
However, native speakers of English have more advantages in pronunciation, vocabulary and intonation, because they use English all the time that they can speak it more fluently. They can learn English new words at any time and accept new words or sentence as quickly as they can, at the same time, they can understand better than their non-native colleagues. Generally speaking, Native speakers of English have more advantages in specific language use.
2.1.3 Native speakers of English are more authentic, living and perfect in using English
According to Gill and Rebrova’ s study, the native speakers of English is much more authentic, living and perfect than the non-native speakers of English (Gill and Rebrova, 2001). From the above standpoints, we can conclude that the native speakers of English have more advantages in pronunciation, vocabulary and intonation and at the same time, they speak English more fluently. I have listed the causes to explain these advantages and those also can explain this point, that the native speakers of English are more authentic, living and perfect in using English.
Native speakers of English are more authentic, living and perfect in using English means that the native speakers are more correct and up to date. Non-native speakers of English learn language mostly from books that they might learn language which are more outdated, too formal or “bookish” style. Even in the contemporary society, due to the influence of internet, new words and sentences are more popular among people, especially the young people. Native speakers of English can understand and control these words as soon as they could, but for the non-native speakers, they may do not know the meaning at all, which I think is a typical advantage between native and non-native speakers.
2.1.4 Native speakers of English have more creativity in language use 
Vivian Cook especially mentioned that the native speaker’s creativity in language use and knowledge of standard and non-standard forms of English as a big advantage over non-native English speakers (Vivian Cook, 1999). Each language has its own rules and procedures, English is no exception. Not only the pronunciation, grammar, but the word or sentence formation, the native speakers of English have more creativity in language using since they control and follow the rules better than non-native colleagues. More importantly, the new language items they created can make others understand.
Furthermore, Cook said that it is crucial for learners of a language to experience native speaker language use to get an idea of how to use the target language correctly and appropriately. That means, in the second language learning process, the learners should take the language as the mother language to learn. Not only the study of language itself, I mean the listening, speaking, reading and writing, but they should put the energy into the language rule and procedure. This is a very useful method to learn second language which can help learners enhance their English abilities like native speakers of English.
2.2 Disadvantages of native speakers of English
As a saying goes, every coin has its two sides. Native speakers of English also have its disadvantages, I will show three main problems in the following words.
2.2.1 Native speakers of English also have problems in using English
In using language or the learning process, native speakers of English also have problems as their non-native speakers. I think simply because that the native speakers of English are over confidence in using English. Actually, in normal life, the native speakers of English have more advantages in using English, but in some special occasions, such as teaching, researching and some others, the native speakers of English may choose problem methods because of the inertial thinking. Mostly, they do these mistakes with unconscious, just because of the traditional customs.
Furthermore, the inertial thinking may make the native speakers of English neglect the correct using in English. As the cause I mentioned, they have more confidence in using English, so they can easily neglect the correct using. Especially the native teachers of English, they may neglect the student’s real problem, because they may think that is not a problem and student can solve by themselves. In other words, the teachers do not understand the learning student requirement and do not solve the problem really.
2.2.2 Native speakers of English feel they do not make enough progress in learning English
Cook said there is a further disadvantage that the native speaker ideal is almost an unattainable goal for learners, and the perfect use of the language might overwhelm or even intimidate students, as they feel that they do not make enough progress and will never reach the goal of a perfect language user (Cook, 1999). In Cook’s viewpoint, the native speakers of English are using English which is ideal because they understand their mother language deeply and they also have ability to apply the English very well. But if these people to be the language teacher that teach students, the students may scare about the perfect use of native teachers of English, and the students will lose confidence to learn since they think they do not have the enough progress in learning English, and at the same time, they will never reach the goal which come from the native teachers of English. May be this is only the students’ excessive psychological reaction, but it can influence the effect of students’ learning English, so we should not neglect about it.
2.2.3 Native speakers of English might not always be conscious of the language rules and structures
This viewpoint is also from Cook, he mentioned that the native speaker might not always be conscious of the language rules and structures of the language (Cook,1999). According to the Cook’s statement，Due to the native speakers of English are so familiar with English, they might not notice the language rules and structures. However, others like students who listened to them can understand, and native speakers did not think this was a problem, maybe they would speak like that next time.
The rules and structures make the words and sentences into language and the status are very important. The native speakers are supposed to notice this part actively, but actually, they might not always be conscious of them. To the native speakers, especially in using English, they should take notice on it, or they would may lead a misunderstanding to students. This disadvantage has less influence to the native speakers of English but more influence to the non-native speakers, this can help students avoid the basic mistakes and problems in the following learning study, so the native speakers of English should notice about it.
2.3 Advantages of non-native speakers of English
Just as the native speakers of English, there are also advantages and disadvantages in non-native speakers of English, I would list some advantages of non-native speakers of English firstly here.
2.3.1 Non-native speakers of English have a better insight into the language learning process
Most importantly, non-native speakers of English have a better insight into the language learning process than native speakers have (Braine, 1999). When the non-native speakers learn second language, they know clearly about their mistakes and problems in learning process, if they begin to learn the other language, I mean the third or fourth language, they can know their weaknesses in learning language, and avoid some difficulties. This can help them to learn other language better and save time, if they learn more languages, they can learn much better through this language objective law.
No wonder Braine said the non-native speakers of English have a better insight into the language learning process in 1999. In learning language, non-native speakers have better summary than native speakers, pronunciation, vocabulary, intonation, they can gain own method to learn language and also can use it to learn the other language. This is very important because the native speakers have no summary like that and if they want to tell others, they do not have the experience to introduce. Through doing this, the listeners can understand the non-native speakers of English better and deeper, and they can solve the same problem at the same time.
2.3.2 Non-native speakers of English are possibly to achieve high proficiency
Although native speakers of English have the obvious advantage in using English, but the non-native speakers of English are possibly to achieve high proficiency. Braine said the non-native speakers of English can motivate their students by showing that it is possible to achieve high proficiency in a second language through learning effort (Braine, 1999).
At the beginning, the second language learners have great interesting in learning other language, they know they should make the effort to study well, so some of them will show passion, motivation in the whole study process and look for all the methods to enhance the language abilities. The people in this stage can solve the problems as possible as they could, and then they may achieve high proficiency. Furthermore, the non-native teachers of English can understand and solve the non-native students since they know the main mistakes and problem, the teachers can give so many useful proposals and suggestions. According to teachers’ requirements and experiences, students must avoid many problems in learning process, these can make students gain the higher abilities in learning language, in other words, they can control English like native speakers of English and achieve high proficiency. 
2.3.3 Non-native speakers of English prefer high communicative competence
In 1999, Braine also mentioned that although being non-natives, second language users can still have high communicative competence (Braine, 1999). Actually, native speakers of English have unique advantage that they can communicate other native speakers of English, but most of the second language learners do not have the superior environment. It seems that they do not have the chance to practice English in communicating with other native speakers, but actually, the users like to find out the ways to communicate with them.
To the second language learners, they prefer high communicative competence, because they want to practice their language abilities, they do not want to give up any chances to communicate with native English speakers, this is the precious that they can enhance the abilities. While for the non-native teachers of English, due to they know clearly the same problems of students, they can utilize their experiences to analyze and explain the target language. This is very critical that the non-native teachers of English can help student avoid some similar errors, so to some extent, Non-native speakers of English prefer high communicative competence.
2.4 Disadvantages of non-native speakers of English
As native speakers of English, non-native speakers of English have advantages, they also have some disadvantages. In this part, I will list four main disadvantages of non-native speakers of English.
2.4.1 Non-native speakers of English have less fluency, general language proficiency and cultural knowledge
Non-native English teachers do not have the fluency, general language proficiency and cultural knowledge as native English teachers have (Braine, 1999). As I mentioned above, due to the native speakers of English can comprehend the realted culture and background, they can understand this language better than non-native speakers of English. On the contrary, there is a lack of culture and traditional things cognition, non-native speakers of English must show some weaknesses in learning or teaching English.
It seems that everyone can recognize easily that non-native speakers of English do not have the fluency, general language proficiency and cultural knowledge. That means the non-native speakers of English show less flexible and fluent in learning or teaching. And at the same time, the non-native speakers of English may confuse some language phenomenon, such as vocabulary, word formation, even the word or idiom that represent some culture. the non-native speakers of English do not understand these deeply, the most they can solve this problem just asking the native people or imagining according to the limited knowledge. Generally speaking, this is an apparent disadvantage for non-native speakers of English.
2.4.2 Non-native speakers of English might also lack communicative competence
Braine said that non-native might also lack communicative competence as they often use English only in classroom contexts (Braine, 1999). This is not hard to understand, whether insisting on learning English or not, the native speakers of English use English every day because they must communicate with others. That means not only they can obtain the language knowledge in the classroom, but they can reach the related information from seniors, peers, colleagues in the daily life. This can help them save time and economic cost.
Compared with the native speakers, the most difficulty phenomenon is that the non-native speakers of English do not have the English environment like that, they only can practice English in the study time. Just like the native speakers of English, the non-native speakers have the English classroom, and then they only can create the English environment by themselves, such as watching movie, listening news, looking for the native friends and so on. From the mentioned words, we can recognize that non-native speakers of English have less chance to contact English, and they do not have enough opportunities to communicate with the native people. No wonder Braine said the non-native speakers of English lack communicative competence since they do not have the superior opportunities.
2.4.3 Non-native speakers of English might be outdated, incorrect or too formal
Native speakers of English can master the up to date English expression as soon as they can, while the non-native speakers of English might not have chances like that, so their expression are fulling of outdated words and sentences. According to Medgyes viewpoint, thus non-native speakers of English “version” of English might be outdated, incorrect or too formal (Medgyes, 1999). This is not hard to understand, the language is always changing as time goes on, the pronunciation and usage have changed at the same time, native speakers of English have corrected as soon as possible while without the language environment, the non-native speakers of English received just the outdated expression.
Most of the language knowledge the non-native speakers of English contacted just from the book, so they may become “bookish”. Especially in contemporary society, the language changes with each passing day according the world communication via internet, this kind of environment gives birth to new words, sentences and expression, even some of them compound mixed languages. That’s why when the non-native speakers of English speak out, their expressions always might be outdated, incorrect or too formal.
2.4.4 Non-native speakers of English might have a feeling of inferiority
Medgyes mentioned that Non-native speakers of English might have a feeling of inferiority, because many non-native speakers are aware of this difference between their knowledge of the English language and the knowledge of a native speaker and this might lead to a feeling of inferiority towards native speakers (Medgyes, 1999). I think this is a typical problem existed among the non-speaker of English in learning or teaching English.
Native speakers of English always have confidence to use native language since they are so familiar with their mother language, while non-native speakers of English always under the confidence. They are so afraid about their wrong pronunciation, outdated expression and think others do not understand their meanings. Even hearing the native speakers said the incorrect things, the non-native speaker of English may also think the native speakers were right. So most of them have the feeling of inferiority. Though this is a typical phenomenon among the non-native speakers of English, but I think the second language learners should overcome this shortcoming. The most important thing just that when you learn second language, you should have adequate confidence and believe yourself, this is very critical.
3.The differences in light of the literature on the position of the non-native teacher of English
Besides the advantages and disadvantages between native and non-native speakers of English, there are also some differences on the position of the non-native teacher of English, I want to mainly discuss four points in the following paragraphs.
3.1 Advantages of native teachers of English
As native teachers of English, there are many obvious advantages when they teach students who are learning second language.
3.1.1 Native teachers of English has advantages in pronunciation, vocabulary and intonation
Just like the native speakers of English, native teachers of English also have advantages in pronunciation, vocabulary and intonation. These factors are the basic ones in learning language, this is the biggest advantage of native teachers. However, despite their subtle accents, they have clear pronunciation. At the same time, they can well explain the origin of word, idiom and so on.
Native teachers of English have the standard teaching that make their students learn better. If students learn standard language at the beginning, they must control the language like native speakers. They can easier understand the native pronunciation and they can learn more native expressions. Language is a communication tool that we must solve the problems such as pronunciation and expression. 
3.1.2 Native teachers of English can deeply explain the language culture and background
The influence of surroundings made native teachers of English have advantage than their non-native colleagues. Due to they have been influenced by language related culture and background since their childhood, they can understand the origin of language and propose it to their students. The students not only learn how to speak and write second language, they can know the language background and culture together, and understand it deeper. At the same time, the native teachers of English also can explore the new and related knowledge to them, the students can learn more from their native teachers in one time. 
Furthermore, the development of language is changing all the time, we can conclude that students know more language culture and background, the more changing they can understand, even face the new expression of language, they can understand the causes according to the former rule. This is very important that can help students learn by themselves.
3.2 Disadvantages of native teachers of English
Compared with non-native teachers of English, there are also some disadvantages of native teachers of English, I will discuss them in this part.
3.2.1 Native teachers of English are not strict enough as non-native teachers.
Gill and Rebrova have found out that native teachers of English are not strict enough as teachers and do not correct their students’ mistakes as often as non-native teachers would (Gill and Rebrova, 2001). According to Gill and Rebrova’ s viewpoint, non-native teachers of English are stricter in teaching language. 
Native teachers of English are more fluent in using English, they may pay attention on how to teach student know language related culture. While the native teachers of English, they take English as their second language to learn, they have learned not only the vocabulary, expression, but the grammar, word formation as well that they know many second language learning problems and strict adherence to traditional methods or teachings. That’s why non-native teachers of English prefer stricter than native teachers in teaching English, and once the non-native teachers have found the students’ mistakes that they correct them as quick as they can.
3.2.2 Learning process of the language is unknown to the native teachers.
Braine said the learning process of the language is unknown to the native teachers (Braine, 1999), because native teachers of English have acquired the language as first language, while non-native teachers of English have learned the language as second language, the non-native teachers know how to learn the language and know learning problems and mistakes in process. On the country, native teachers have not known how to learn, even they do not know what’s the problems in learning process.
No wonder Braine proposed this point because the native teachers of English have acquired the language as first language and not learned it in a school or other learning setting as his or her students do. Due to lack of cognition in the learning process, they may not understand the students’ requirements very well. The non-native teachers of English show a clear advantage at this point.
3.3 Advantages of non-native teachers of English
As an English teacher, non-native teachers of English also have advantages that native teachers may ignore.
3.3.1 Non-native teachers of English can also make use of the students’ native language to teacher.
Many researchers were favorable to the point that non-native teachers of English can also make use of the students’ native language to explain complex structures, vocabularies or any other problems in class (Braine, 1999; Gill and Rebrova, 2001). Because of systematic learning, the non-native teachers of English also have the ability to teach students very well. From where Braine and Gill and Rebrova stand, non-native teachers even can explain complex structures, vocabularies or any other problem.
Non-native teachers have experienced the second language learning process, during the study time, they can solve the problems like how to explain complex structures, vocabularies and so on, so they know the relationships between native and second languages, then they can teach the methods to their students, which can help students learn better.
3.3.2 non-native teachers can supply more information about the target language
This is Medgyes’ viewpoint that non-native teachers can supply the students with more information about the target language than native speakers would do (Medgyes, 1999). This is one of the advantages of non-native teachers and the causes are the same like other advantages.
Non-native teachers know what’s the weaknesses in their class, so when they prepare their courses, they will collect the information as more as they could, which they can offer their students more information about the target language. On the country, the native teachers may have enough confidence to teach the native language, they pay less attention on the information of the target language.
3.4 Disadvantages of non-native teachers of English
In the last part of this article, I want to introduce two disadvantages of non-native teachers of English. Compared with the native teachers of English, they have advantages, but also the disadvantages in teaching. Only to recognize these shortcomings, we can conclude the useful information to utilize in teaching process.
3.4.1 The insecurity of non-native teachers can influence their teaching style.
One major problem mentioned by Braine that the insecurity can also be reflected in their teaching style and might thus have a negative impact on the students learning process as those perceive the teacher’s uncertainty as a lack of knowledge and competence (Braine, 1999). This is a typical problem among the non-native teachers.
Compared with the native teachers of English, non-native teachers always show less confidence, especially in teaching students, and this can bring the feeling of insecurity among non-native teachers. Actually, non-native teachers have studied English during systematic learning, it is not necessary to have less confidence, but they also feel insecurity and during their teaching process, this may have a negative impact on the students. 
3.4.2 non-native teachers cannot use the English language as creatively as their native colleagues do.
This is Braine’s viewpoint, he thought many non-native teachers cannot use the English language as creatively as their native colleagues do (Braine, 1999). English is native teachers’ first language, they know it very deep and familiar with culture and background. They know the origin of words and how to form a word, at the same time, they can understand the jokes and idioms, these are the advantages of native teachers, so all of them have abilities to create.
While for the non-native teachers of English, they know less about the factors mentioned above and learning style are most from book, which make them cannot use the English language as creatively as their native colleagues do. Though most of them have the experience to teach students, but these experiences full of how to learn English, not creativity. But to the native teachers of English, though they pay less attention on more information about the target language, they can offer some new fields to the students which make classes lively and vivid.
This article is mainly discussing differences between the native and non-native speaker of English and including three parts. First and foremost, I propose the definition of native and non-native speakers of English. Furthermore, I discuss the differences between native and non-native speakers of English, introducing advantages and disadvantages between the native and non-native speakers of English. Last but not the least, I give the differences in light of the literature on the position of the non-native teacher of English, stating advantages and disadvantages between native and non-native teachers of English. Only to recognize superiorities and shortcomings, we can conclude the useful information to utilize in learning and teaching process.
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