Frederick Douglass
Archival Report

Methodology Statement

The methodology used in the collecting of these archival records is secondary data analysis and archival studies. I first explored British records with few results except for newspaper archives of which a small selection is listed below. Archives in the U.S.A contained far more sources relating to Douglass. The list of sources has been compiled specifically to provide avenues for research that differ from the abolitionist work for which Douglass is so well known. All these sources have been accessed online and have their links provided. The sources have been collected from reputable archives and are available to view in their original state with transcripts provided where possible.

Manuscript Sources.

Anna Murray Douglass, My Mother as I Recall Her, by Rosetta Douglass Sprague.
Washington D.C.
National Library of Congress.
Digital Id: http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/mfd.02007 
Frederick Douglass Papers at the Library of Congress.
Available at: https://www.loc.gov/item/mfd.02007/ [Accessed 04/11/2020].
Douglass Sprague Rosetta, My Mother as I Recall Her, (Washington D.C.) published 1910. Douglass’ life was full of travel and activism taking him away for months or even years at a time. While it is important to focus on everything he achieved it is also important to remember that his wife and children would have missed him in his absences and struggled without his support. Rosetta’s description of her mother Anna would provide valuable insight into an often overlooked wife and mother.


Frederick Douglass Diary (Tour of Europe and Africa).
Washington D.C.
The National Library of Congress.
Digital Id: http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/mfd.01001
Frederick Douglass Papers at the Library of Congress.
Available at: https://www.loc.gov/item/mfd.01001/?loclr=hhub [Accessed 01/11/2020].
This archive is Douglass’ handwritten diary of his tour around Europe and Africa from September 15th, 1886- June 14th ,1888. This is a holiday taken by Douglass with his second wife, Helen Pitts. He would have been 70-72 at the time of this tour.
Transcript available at: https://www.researchgate.net/search.Search.html?type=researcher&query=Frederick%20Douglass%20Diary [Accessed 06/11/2020].


Helen Pitts Douglass Diary, 1886.
Washington D.C.
The National Library of Congress.
Digital Id: http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/mfd.01002
Frederick Douglass Papers at the Library of Congress: Family Papers.
Available at: https://www.loc.gov/item/mfd.01002/ [Accessed 04/11/2020].
This is a diary, written in 1886, is by Douglass’ second wife Helen Pitts. As she was a white woman, Pitts’ marriage to Douglass caused controversy. Her diary should provide a fascinating insight into mixed-race marriages in nineteenth-century America.


Letter from Frederick Douglass to Secretary of State James G. Blaine.
Washington D.C.
National Library of Congress
National Archives Identifier:	119652164.
Available at: https://catalog.archives.gov/id/119652164 [Accessed 01/11/2020].
In this letter, written on the 25th June 1889, Frederick Douglass accepts his appointment by the President of the United States to the office of Minister Resident and Consul General of Haiti. A post he held for a little over two years from June 1889- July 1891.


Archival Sources.

Frederick Douglass.           
Washington D. C.
The National Archives Building.
National Archives Identifier:	558770.
Available at: https://catalog.archives.gov/id/558770 [Accessed 01/11/2020].
This archive is a photograph of Douglass take in 1879 when Douglass would have been sixty-one. It is part of the Frank W. Legg photographic collection of portraits of nineteenth-century notables 1862-1884.
Frederick Douglass National Historic Site.
Washington D.C.
National Park Service.
Available at: https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/frederick-douglass-national-historic-site [Accessed 05/11/2020].
Although not a traditional archive Frederick Douglass’ home for the last seventeen years of his life has been preserved and is open to the public. The address is, 1411 W Street SE
Washington, DC 20020. The home is also available to explore online as there is a virtual tour that shows the house as it would have been in the late nineteenth-century with many of the personal belongings of Douglass and his family in situ.


Frederick Douglass - Statesman, Abolitionist, Champion of the People.
[bookmark: _Hlk55386193]Washington D. C.
The National Archives Building.
National Archives Identifier:	535673. 
Available at: https://catalog.archives.gov/id/535673 [Accessed 04/11/2020].
This archival source is a poster about Douglass and his fight against oppression. Made in 1943 by artist Charles Alston, its purpose was to promote the war effort. This poster is an interesting example of how Douglass’ image was viewed and used after his death. 
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London.
The British Library.
1845). ‘Frederick Douglass’, Cork Examiner, Wednesday 22nd October, p. 2.
(1845). ‘Entertainment to Frederick Douglass at St. Patrick’s Temperance Hall’, Cork Examiner, Wednesday 29th October, p. 3.
(1846). ‘Court Circular’, Sun, Monday 10th August, p. 7.
(1847). ‘Anti-Slavery League’, Morning Advertiser, Thursday 18th February, p. 3.
(1847). ‘Mr Douglass and the Cunard Liners’, The Atlas, Saturday 17th April, p. 6.
(1848). ‘The Rights of Women’, Cork Examiner, Wednesday 13th September, p. 4.
(1850). ‘Anti-Slavery Society’, Cork Examiner, Monday 5th November, p. 2.
(1852). ‘Foreign Intelligence’, Cork Examiner, Wednesday 22nd June, p. 2.
(1863). ‘The Situation in America’, Cork Examiner, Saturday 28th February, p. 3. 
Available at: https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ [Accessed 02/11/2020].
Ranging in date from 1845-1863 this is a small selection of British newspaper articles detailing Douglass’ activities and popularity during his tour of Britain and after his return to the U.S.A. From his dispute with Cunard liners to his support for women’s suffrage, there are at least eighteen years of insight into how Douglass was perceived and written about in the British press.                 


Washington, DC SP Douglass, Frederick, National Historic Site.
College Park.
National Archive Building.
National Archives Identifier:	117692087.
Available at: https://catalog.archives.gov/id/117692087 [Accessed 06/11/2020].
This archive is an application form to have Douglass’ former home restored and declared a National Historic Site. The application was made in December 1968 and contains highly detailed descriptions of the Douglass residence. This archive shows how lasting a legacy Douglass has left, over seventy years after his death his family home is seen as important enough to be declared of national importance.

Future Archival Study

When I first discovered Douglass’ diary, I attempted to cross-reference his whereabouts with the relevant newspapers in Ireland, France, and Italy using the eurodocs website https://eudocs.lib.byu.edu/ . Although this did not produce any results, as he was on holiday rather than speaking, the cross-referencing technique could be applied to other sources. The spelling Douglass’ name makes searching archival records for him much easier as it stands out from the usual Douglas with a single ‘s’. There are more correspondents regarding Douglass’ post in Haiti on the Library of Congress website however many of them are only available to view upon request (link posted below).  
	
Contact(s):
	
National Archives at College Park - Textual Reference (RDT2)
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740-6001
Phone: 301-837-3510
Fax: 301-837-1752
Email: Archives2reference@nara.gov



