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CRITICAL REFLECTION UPON THE DIFFERENCE 
AND SIMILARITY BETWEEN ADVOCACY AND 
ACTIVISM

       

CHILD TRAFFICKING 
        



Child trafficking is child abuse, a human rights violation and a form of Modern Slavery.

Anti-Slavery International (2018) reported that the Independent Anti-slavery commissioner remarked it was high time for the UK government to confirm 
the rights of children and to follow measures to combat child trafficking and exploitation. Local authorities in the UK abide by their duty and 
provide protection and support to child victims of trafficking.

       CHILD TRAFFICKING IN THE UK
& ITS PREVENTION THROUGH ADVOCACY & ACTIVISM

THEORY



      

       WHY?

     

   HOW?





Anti-slavery 

International (2017)

uttered there were 

2,118 children under 

skepticism of child 

trafficking which the 

UK government 

considered was a 

serious issue.

In 2021, The International 

Labour Organisation 

evaluated that about 50 

million were subjected to 

modern slavery. Among this 

7019 children were 

recognized as trafficked in 

2022 in England and Wales 

as per National Referral 

Mechanism Statistics.

The Guardian (2009) 

reported, 77 Chinese 

children were missing since 

March 2006 from the 

shelter run by the London 

borough of Hillingdon.

https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/publications/WCMS_854733/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/publications/WCMS_854733/lang--en/index.htm


Responsibilities of Advocates:

• Advocates will assess needs of 

trafficked children under scheme 

designed to stop gangs forcing 

them into crime and sex work, 

following The Modern slavery 

awareness and victim 

identification guidance 

• Advocates will help them with 

language barriers and represent 

them at meetings with CARE and 

immigration officials, 

following Section 55 of 

the Borders, Citizenship and 

Immigration Act 2009

  Policies

Response of Activists:

• ECPAT UK believed appointing 

independent advocates as legal guardians 

and sheltering the rescued children in 

hotels was a not sufficient measure as 

hundreds of children have disappeared 

from these council run hotels in the past.

• ECPAT UK legally challenged Teresa May 

and the council against 

the insufficient measure to safeguard the 

rescued children and won the case 

successfully.

• The Anti-Slavery activists remarked the 

UK government does not have a coherent 

plan for preventing child trafficking at the 

initial stage and the children receive help 

only after the harm is done.

Guardian (2014) reported Theresa May instructed the authorities to bring in 

independent advocates as guardians for child trafficking victims as a part of Slavery 

Bill.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/11/section/55
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/11/section/55


My Reflection: 
The Difference & the Similarity identified:

Although the Government tried to help the trafficking-
rescued children with measures via Advocacy policies the 
Children still lacked proper care and protection.

However, the activists ECPAT UK and Anti-slavery activists 
disagreed in principle with this prospect, out of 
profound concern for the children.

Activists believed the real solution to this issue was 
to finding the missing children, and resourcing councils 
properly to provide the standards of care and protection 
to the children.

Hence, this clearly shows there was a huge difference in 
perception and consideration towards the child trafficking 
issue between the advocacy governed by the council and 
the activists, however both had the same objective which 
was 'providing protection and support to the children that 
are prone to victimization and have been victimized to 
child trafficking'.



                          Practice
                            (Advocacy)  

                     Prevention & Support

Advocates identify and 
support vulnerable 

children who are at risk 
of trafficking and 
modern slavery

Modern slavery 
awareness and 

victim identification 
guidance

Advocates use police powers of 
protection to either remove a 

child to a safe place or prevent 
the child's removal from a safe 

place, such as a hospital

Advocates hold a child 
protection strategy 
meeting involving 

children's services, police, 
education, health and 

immigration

Advocates prioritize 
child protection 
concerns over 

immigration concerns

Working arrangements 
for the welfare and 

safeguarding of child 
victims of human 

trafficking 

Safeguarding children 
who may have been 

trafficked

Section 55 of 
the Borders, 

Citizenship and 
Immigration Act 2009

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/655504/6.3920_HO_Modern_Slavery_Awareness_Booklet_web.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/655504/6.3920_HO_Modern_Slavery_Awareness_Booklet_web.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/655504/6.3920_HO_Modern_Slavery_Awareness_Booklet_web.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/655504/6.3920_HO_Modern_Slavery_Awareness_Booklet_web.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/11/section/55
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/11/section/55
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/11/section/55


                          Practice
                            (Activism)

                    Prevention & Support

PROTESTING CAMPAIGNING FUND RAISING
MAKING A REFERRAL 

ONLINE

Campaigning and 
Political activity 

guidance  Section 
2.4

Code of 
Fund-raising 

practice

National Referral 
Mechanism

Human Right 
protected by 
Article 11 of the 
Human Rights act



          Action Plan – Prevention of Child Trafficking/ Children Sexual Exploitation
                                (Advocacy)



Action Plan 
Activists



REFLECTION/CONCLUSION

From the Practices and Action plans towards protecting 

and supporting children against child trafficking, it is 

apparent that Advocates and activists are dedicated to 

creating positive change in the lives of victimized children 

and their purpose remains the same.

On the Contrary, as most advocacy practices and plans 

are based on government instructions and guidance, it 

can be pondered Advocates has duty of care whereas 

Activists have passion to care.

Thus, Advocacy can also be considered as activism when 

it takes a distinct shape within a discourse arena.
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