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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Write a commentary on an image, drawing attention to features of style, content, and symbolism. What scene or narrative is the artist representing here? How do they represent it?

















The image shows a page from the Psalter-Hours of Yolande de Soissons, (a French noble woman[footnoteRef:1]) folio 345v, from Amiens, France, between 1280 and 1299.[footnoteRef:2] The original manuscript this is from was made for Comtesse de la Table.[footnoteRef:3] Psalter-Hours were similar to a Book of Hours, except they also combined Psalms and other features such as a liturgical calendar. At the time of the making of the manuscript, Philip III and then Philip IV were on the French throne. Both were Catholic, meaning that it’s likely that there would have been minimal tension over the manuscript being made, especially as Amiens Cathedral was only opened a decade before.   [1:  The Psalter and Hours of Yolande of Soissons : Gould, Karen : Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive]  [2:  Psalter-Hours, MS M.729 fol. 345v - Images from Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts - The Morgan Library & Museum]  [3:  Psalter-Hours of Yolande de Soissons. | MS M.729 | Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts | The Morgan Library & Museum] 

It depicts the scene of Christ’s crucifixion, with other key people in the Bible present below Him. Christ himself is depicted on the cross, with his head down. This body language suggests fatigue and pain, both things that would seem highly likely after a period of crucifixion. A realistic approach to representing this makes Christ seem more human and relatable with emotions. This in turn may make the reader more pious if they think there is a higher chance of their prayers being properly heard. 
The cross He is attached to is part of the Tree of Life. This represents rebirth and a link between heaven and earth.[footnoteRef:4] To the reader, this again would likely make elements of Christ’s story more relatable to themselves and enhance their spirituality. Making the cross out of this wood further boosts His sanctity as a connection between humanity and God.
The nails that attach Him to the cross have caused bleeding. Visibly bleeding red blood draws on His life on Earth as fully part of humanity and civilisation. It leaves no mistake that He was human and can therefore again be relatable to the reader.
As is tradition, Christ is nimbed. This halo has an internal cross, which is a representation usually reserved for the Holy Trinity.[footnoteRef:5] Being one of the most holy symbols, it again boosts His status as a divine being.
Christ is also shown wearing a crown of thorns. This was believed to have been put on His head by the Romans at the time of His crucifixion. At the time it was thought to represent His kingship and the ridicule towards Him, but grew to represent how He suffered for people’s sins.[footnoteRef:6] Along with the blood, the image highlights the pain that Christians believe Christ went through.
The loincloth that Christ is depicted to be wearing is draped snugly around Him. Some Christians believe that this represents the thin curtain between God and people on Earth.[footnoteRef:7] Another Christian believe is that whilst it may be more historically accurate to depict Christ as fully naked on the cross, the loincloth included in artistic interpretations is a sign of modesty and dignity.
Above Christ’s head is ‘INRI’, a Latin abbreviation meaning “Iesus Nazarenus, Rex Iudaeorum," which translates to "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” It is believed that Romans would have had a similar plaque above the real cross that Christ was put on, with it being a reason for his sentence, increasing historical accuracy.[footnoteRef:8] [4:  The Tree of Life: From Genesis to Christian Theology]  [5:  The Meaning Behind Different Halo Shapes: They Aren’t All Round! | uCatholic]  [6:  Jesus Christ's Crown of Thorns: Meaning and Importance | Christianity.com]  [7:  Topical Bible: The Loincloth]  [8:  The meaning of INRI on the cross of Jesus - Holyart.co.uk Blog] 

The sword in Virgin Mary’s chest may be a metaphor for heartbreak over her son’s death, rather than a realistic depiction. The white veil she wears may represent her innocence and purity after a ‘virgin’ birth. Seemingly supported by John the Evangelist, this could on one hand suggest her frailty and weakness as a woman, as she is the only one being supported. On another hand, it could show John’s kindness towards others, which many Christians would likely value. To further support this idea of John, he is nimbed, even more accentuating his sanctity. However, his does not contain a cross, showing a lower level of divinity in comparison to Christ. 
Moses has horns, likely the result of mistranslation. In the Quran, the Hebrew meant radiant, whereas similar in Latin meant horned.[footnoteRef:9] Depicting him in this way suggests either the artist knew Latin and was educated, or had copied from an earlier artwork.  [9:  Moses’ Shining or Horned Face? - TheTorah.com] 

Longinus of Jerusalem is depicted in chain mail, holding a shield. This differs him from the others as it shows his role as a Roman centurion. As he allegedly stabbed Christ in the side whilst He was on the cross[footnoteRef:10], him being depicted in this scene could have two meanings. One being that that the artist wanted to try to remain historically accurate to a degree. The other being that it is a symbol of retribution. [10:  St. Peter's - St Longinus Statue] 

Caiaphas was an individual involved in the trial leading to Christ’s death.[footnoteRef:11] Depicting him at the scene could symbolise authority and divine purpose.[footnoteRef:12] [11:  BBC - The Passion - Articles - Caiaphas]  [12:  Topical Bible: Caiaphas] 

Balaam wearing a pointed cap is likely suggesting his role as a sorcerer, and his overall appearance in the scene a symbol of morality.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Balaam and His Donkey | Our Lady of Mercy | Sunderland, United Kingdom] 

The top frame is in a Gothic medieval architecture style[footnoteRef:14]. This likely reflects the manuscript being made during a transition from Romanesque to Gothic architecture in the country. [14:  Psalter-Hours, MS M.729 fol. 345v - Images from Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts - The Morgan Library & Museum] 

The heraldic shields show that of the Moreuil[footnoteRef:15] and Coeuvres[footnoteRef:16]. These being included suggest important familial links that the de Soissons held.  [15:  The Psalter and Hours of Yolande of Soissons : Gould, Karen : Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive]  [16:  The Psalter and Hours of Yolande of Soissons : Gould, Karen : Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive] 

The use of gold leaf and bold colours shows wealth, especially as these materials were less readily available during the medieval ages. This again highlights the family’s status and nobility.
Overall, the page shows a stylised scene of Christ’s crucifixion, whilst also showing off the family’s own importance. 
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