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Introduction
Conducting research is not merely about collecting and analyzing information but it is precious process with tend to widen the horizon of knowledge. In research, there are times that one has to face problems and make choices and evaluate the happenings in light of the theme. This essay uses Gibbs' Reflective Cycle (1988) to reflect on my research journey on the topic: Stakeholders’ Perceptions of The Financial Transparency Importance and Its Effects on The Performance of SMEs. This reflection will involve the following; Defining the research problem, formulation of research question, choice of research methodology, data collection process, data analysis and conclusion (Galli & New, 2022). In so doing, it will be possible to critically review the findings, accomplishments, and setbacks that were experienced in the course of the research with a view of learning lessons in future research. 
 Description 
 The research commenced with identifying a critical issue in the field of accounting: research into the factors that go into the relationship between financial transparency on the one side and stakeholders’ trust and business performance on the other side with especial focus on the small and medium sized firms. As the compliance patterns have become more rigorous and the stakeholders’ expectations have risen, financial transparency has emerged as the vital aspect of the current business environment. Therefore, the study sought to know the perception of the various stakeholders such as owners of the businesses, investors and the consumers on the issue of financial transparency and how it affects the performance of the SMEs. 
 To address this issue, I formulated the research question: The following research question defined the whole process of the study: ‘How do stakeholders perceive the importance of financial transparency and what effect it has on the performance of SMEs?’ It was planned to give a broad coverage and generate profound findings of the study with the ultimate goal of accounting field improvements. 
Owing to the nature of the research problem, I opted for a cross-sectional study design that involves both qualitative and quantitative data collection methods. This approach was designed to offer a broad look at stakeholder perceptions including the survey yet it also aimed at offering a theoretical look including the qualitative open-ended questions in section four of the survey.


Feelings
Recalling the process of conducting research elicits a spectrum of feelings, majorly pleasant, and less than pleasant feelings which differed based on the stage of research being conducted. At first, the main emotions were related to enthusiasm and eagerness to go through the process of working on a topic that is well-timed and significant in the sphere of accounting. The concept of focusing on analyzing the extent of financial reporting in SMEs and its consequences for organizational performance answered both my academic and career objectives. This early passion was influenced by the potential of offering fresh information that may be of add value to practice and policy in the accounting field. The idea of able to make a positive impact to the field gave me the morale to work on the research hard.
But as the research unfolded the initial enthusiasm did not go without moments of doubt and even getting annoyed. These feelings surfaced most when I was grappling with issues to do with data collection and analysis. Ordinary choosing of the research methodology, though a quite intellectually challenging process, also incurred several difficulties. As the study employed a mixed-methods approach that was selected as it would offer the most systematic explanation of the research question, the process of the research design and data collection and analysis was complex and detailed. In my case I was challenged with the issue on how best to combine qualitative and quantitative data triangulation in order to arrive at valid and reliable results. This apprehension was mainly because of the critical nature of this phase in as much as it involves trying to ensure that the research will pass the scrutiny of critique.
During the data collection process mechanical problems compounded the emotional ups and downs. Some of the stressors identified were related to the organizational roles including handling the distribution of surveys, sifting through open-ended answers by the respondents and grappling with technical hitches during the process. By occasional observation I incurred on few incidents where response rate to the surveys was lesser than expected and thus the problem of representativeness arose out. The challenge provoked me to be very much ready to face scrutiny and be able to concentrate even under pressure. 
 Of course, there were some moments of job satisfaction as well as of reassurance at doing this difficult work. One of the highlights of the process was reading the qualitative questions, for example. Taking a peek into the minds of the participants and getting their ideas added depth to the study and was helpful. Every answer mattered and was highly appreciated because it enriched the data and helped me to get closer to answering the research question. They also provided a periodic reinforcement to the significance of the research topic and consequently, drew me back to the project. 
 Emotions, therefore, entered and grew central to the research process as feedback was a critical determinant of the overall experiences I received. The pleasant responses from both the tutor and fellow students can be considered as motivation. It made me more confident in the research design and the decisions I had taken while conducting the research. This support was ear-marked during some demoralization bases as it served to recall motivation in the right path. 
 Evaluation 
 There are some strengths it is possible to identify in the process of conducting research and some directions for improvement. Among them the primary benefit was identified in using a cross-sectional research design employing both quantitative and qualitative paradigms in the study. Quantitative surveys and, therefore, the addition of qualitative questions to the questionnaire produced data that were richer and more detailed about stakeholders’ perceptions. While the surveys helped to posit a quantitative data of the perception of the stakeholders, the qualitative data explored the rationale for such perception. The use of both quantitative and qualitative research also made it possible to crosscheck the results which intensified the credibility and tractability of the findings. Using parallel research approaches helped in agreement validation as well as made it possible to gather stronger, supported evidence on conclusions derived (Noyes et al., 2019). 
Nevertheless, the processes of research were not immune from certain constraints as well. One of the other issues which seemed to be rather critical was the issue of the validity of the sampling methodology done for the survey. As much as the study aimed at recruiting respondents from the diverse population, there was a low response rate, thus limit the generality of the study findings. However, the qualitative questions were constrained by their exposure to the topic, and their responses may have influenced by their own perception which makes the conclusion generally weak. Such limitations call for better planning and the use of more extensive pool of participants in future studies in order to have a more accurate prevalence estimation.
There was also the issue of data type, as researchers had to combine the qualitative and quantitative data they collected. On the one hand, I appreciated the ability of applying both quantitative and qualitative data to answer the research question, on the other hand, it was crucial to ponder over how to synthesize the results of the two methods. It was a tiresome process that needed a lot of concentration in order to arrive at conclusions that where relevant and would make sense. Some of the difficulties were observed in the process of data collection mainly concerned with the distribution of the survey and going through the answers in section four of the survey. These challenges were characterized by problem solving complexities and emergence that challenged my flexibility.
Analysis
Here are the key steps involved in the research process, each of which was very useful, not only for the successful completion of the research, but for the experience in and of itself: The first step was the definition of the research problem, which resulted from increased concerns with financial disclosure in the business context and the effect of this factor on the performance of SMEs. This problem was especially so in view of growing regulatory demands and the importance of developing credibility for SMEs.
A quite important step was the establishment of the research question that helped steer the research in a right direction (Ratan et al., 2019). It was developed for the purpose of conducting quantitative research on stakeholders’ perceptions of financial transparency and its effects on business performance to share the findings with accounting professionals, business managers, and policymakers.
Another decision that had to be made was on the choice of the research approach. The research design of this study therefore adopted the mixed-methods approach because this research aimed at establishing an all-round understanding on the invested research question partly by pulling together the merits that both the qualitative and quantitative research methods can offer which enabled the researcher to be responsive to impressions made by the stakeholders, thereby offered the research area more perspectives thus, a detailed collection of data. 
 It was a mixture of the quantitative and qualitative research approach though both involve primary and secondary research. The most common forms of data collection was the survey in the primary research and a literature search in the secondary research focusing on the topic of financial transparency. Using all these methods whose integration gave the study a solid framework ensured that results were buttressed by data. 
 Data analysis was quite challenging and cyclical, in which both quantitative and qualitative data were used. A statistical analysis of the collected data was carried out with the help of statistical software which helps to examine the general trends in the perception status of the various stakeholders. In addition to frequency, the qualitative survey data was analysed thematically and this revealed more qualitative information about why these perceptions exist and in turn helped to explain the quantitative data. 
 To bring out the findings, it meant integrating the numerical and worldly data from the same pattern in to meaningful and coherent story. The results were discussed in the sequential logical report which connected the primary data with the literature and offered the Suggestions for the stakeholders. This was a process that involved a lot of thinking about how best to present the data in such a manner as will be easily understandable but at the same time persuasive. 
Conclusion
Seriously evaluating the process of the study reveal the strong and the weak aspects of the process. The research was able to adequately respond to studies on the significance of financial openness, and its influence on SME performance, and thus contributed to the existing knowledge for accounting practitioners, organizational executive and policy makers. The use of the mix method was a strength as it provided a balance between the quantitative and the qualitative research. However, the restrictions in data collection and analysis point to the need to accomplish future studies to assuage the findings. 
 It has been an informative research process; strengthened my knowledge and appreciation of the various research approaches and the challenges that is associated with financial reporting. The feedback obtained has been very useful in enhancing my method and quality of the research done. This has however given a clear implication of the prevailing notion of adaptability and problem-solving when it comes to the research process and probably be of greater significance in subsequent research activities. 
 In the future, the knowledge and learnt skills that have occurred from this research will be taken into future projects and personal training. Problem recognition, research question formulation and data analysis skills will play a vital part in the working life. This has also made appreciable the need to look for and incorporate feedback in order to improve on the research and work towards getting the best results. 
 Action Plan 
 From the self-reflection, the following tips have been established, which can be followed in future research activity. First, in further studies, I will devote efforts to increasing the representativeness of the sample: by conducting more concentrated recruitment, and searching for methods to enhance the response rate. Further, I will analyze how the potential of bias can be minimized in qualitative research through a diversity of participants and other methods. 
 Second, I will try to make the synthesis of the qualitative and the quantitative results more systematic by sketching out a sharper concept of how the results of the two approaches are to be integrated and the meaning of the findings. This may require further education in mixed method research or perhaps working with other members of faculty in the institution who are conversant with such research methodologies. Therefore, in subsequent research endeavors, it will be important that I set a time table and ensure that I am well organized to avoid interruptions. It will also include development of elaborate time schedules and second-best scenarios that can be implemented just in case.
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