Codie Russell
2315602
ECEY5010


How can a child with ALN be assisted and how does it normally affect them in school?

Section 1- Abstract Review
The purpose of this study is to investigate how classroom support may help children with additional learning needs. Many children experience various effects from having additional learning requirements, but how can they be supported? Since each child is unique, not every routine or strategy will be effective with them. This study report provides some insight into the ways in which certain children with additional learning needs communicate their emotions around attending school. Everyone must comprehend the importance of children's rights, which include the right to be heard. There are two types of research methods included in this paper a questionnaire and an observation by completing both types of research methods it will allow practitioners to have a greater understanding on each individual child in their classroom, this will allow them to correctly respond to the situation later. The sample size of the questionnaire is 15. 15 numbers will be randomly generated or picked, and 15 people will take part in this survey about ALN. The observations will be done in a classroom and will be observing a whole class in a local school in a deprived area. The reason for choosing these two research methods is because a questionnaire offers a rapid, efficient, and cost-effective method for gathering a large amount of data from large sample sizes. These are highly effective in evaluating the conduct, preferences, intentions, attitudes, and viewpoints of the individual. Furthermore, the advantage of using observation as a form of data collection is that it can be done whenever and wherever it is most convenient, especially in schools where students are always active and can be completed quickly and efficient if necessary. Observation is a dependable strategy since it enables researchers to see items that participants, programme staff, or residents would not regularly notice or discuss in an interview. Observing behaviour in its natural habitat can yield more accurate and authentic results than watching it in a controlled setting. There will be confidentiality. The identities of parents/guardians and instructors will remain confidential. These records will be securely stored and examined so that professionals may enhance the ways in which they assist children in various contexts and gain a deeper understanding of how children feel in the classroom. 

Section 2- Literature review 
The practitioner chose this topic because, it is an interesting subject, and a subject that the practitioner feels strongly about. It is important that every practitioner knows how to be able to help support children with ALN be able to make the child enjoy school and much as children without an additional learning need. It is important that a school should be children safe place and a place that they enjoy coming to be able to learn. Having additional learning needs plays a huge factor in people’s lives, according to Swansea council (2023) they say that there are approximately 1 In 5 learners in Wales that have additional learning needs. They also explain an individual is said to have additional learning requirements if they need extra learning resources because of a learning problem or impairment, whether or not it is brought on by a medical condition. A person is considered to have a disability under the "Equality Act 2010" if their condition prohibits them from using training or academic materials that are typically available to other individuals their age in mainstream institutions for further education or mainstream maintained schools.  This covers individuals above the compulsory school age and children who, if they find learning considerably more difficult than most others their age, have a difficulty with learning. Gov (2015) mention the "Equality Act 2010" as the legislative measure that was implemented to protect people from discrimination in the workplace and in society at large. Under some conditions, it improves protection and facilitates understanding of the law. It describes the several ways in which mistreating someone is forbidden. Young children all deal with school differently, it can affect a child’s ability to understand the general academic learning within a school setting, whether that being the socialising, writing, reading, physicality, or behavioural behaviours in school. This can be backed up by Macintyre (2015 pp.37) This book shows some insight to some children who have additional learning needs thoughts and struggles within a school setting. A child with ALN explains the thoughts he has in 1 day at school, he says that he doesn’t enjoy school as it always too noisy and it smells bad. For some children with additional learning needs more so autism children struggle with noise, this is called sensory processing. Above & Beyond therapy (2024) state that Compared to neurotypical people, people with autism may process sounds differently in their auditory systems. Increased sensitivity to noises and trouble blocking out background noise can be consequences of this modified processing. To help support this it is important for practitioners to reassure the child that the noise is not going to hurt them, and possibly suggest ear defenders if needed to help the child feel at ease. Bridgewater NHS (2021) state that Inform the child that they won't be harmed by the loudness. To improve the child's knowledge, identify and talk about the cause of the noise. Use noise-cancelling headphones, ear buds, or ear defenders to try to lower noise levels (for older children). These can offer some degree of defence against any sounds that are unavoidable. This is where children rights come into this research, UNCRC (2024,) state that any decision pertaining to children The child's best interests must always come first, regardless of whether advice is coming from public or private social welfare organisations, courts of law, administrative agencies, or legislative authorities. (article 3). By following this it will give children with ALN a fair chance to thrive and express their needs during school whilst getting the support they need as their needs are being prioritized and met correctly. Additionally, they specify that in order to accomplish this, the child must be expressly provided with the chance to take part in any administrative or legal proceedings that impact them, either directly or through a representative or other suitable body, and in a way that complies with national legal procedural standards. Drife,(2001, p19). Using a more targeted approach, clarify that this is the first step in recognising the child's challenges. Early Childhood educators are skilled at identifying a troubled kid extremely quickly; but, if they have a gut instinct that something is off, they must hone in on the details of the child's behaviour to pinpoint particular issues. Using a more targeted approach, clarify that this is the first step in recognising the child's challenges. Early Years experts are quite good at identifying a problem child very quickly. However, once they get a gut sensation that something is wrong, they need to focus more on observing the child to pinpoint particular concerns. It is far too easy for a child to go unnoticed in the hectic day-to-day routine of an Early Years setting, the practitioner must deliberately set aside time to watch him in action. Participating parents will provide the practitioners with a more thorough description of each child in their class, since they are familiar with the individual and what help the child need. This study will provide a clearer picture of the children in the practitioners' class. 
Section 3-Methodology considerations 
The purpose of this study is to investigate how a child with special needs is helped in the classroom and how this support typically affects that child. Two different kinds of research methods will be used in this study. A questionnaire and an observation. The researcher chose simple random sampling for the questionnaire. Simple random sampling is the better option for questionnaire as it gives an unbiased result. It also often reflects the whole intended audience. In this situation, stratified random sampling is a more effective tool for investigators to utilise to collect sufficient samples from each age group. There is a fair and equal probability for selection for each entry. Each participant has an equal chance of being chosen, the final sample is unbiased and unaffected by the research team. Every member of the population set has an equal probability of getting picked since the individuals that comprise the larger group are chosen at random. To make this fair the researcher will have a list of names that only they have access to, each parent/practitioner will be given a number to represent them to keep confidentiality. The numbers will then be picked out of hat or put in a random picker generator 15 numbers will be picked out or generated. The other sample that will be used is event sampling. Event sampling is the process of observing occurrences or specified actions. Previous events and effects are not documented. The purpose of event sampling is to ascertain the frequency of a given behaviour or occurrence. Observations focus on certain instances to create a pattern of a child's behaviour over a few days or weeks. This will take place in a classroom with only children who have additional learning requirements at a nearby school in an impoverished community. One of the chosen methods in this research is a Questionnaire. This questionnaire will be given to parents and practitioners and will include questions like “which activity does your children/child enjoy the most”. These types of questions This enables the practitioners to enlarge their spaces in order to provide better care for the children who are present.  A questionnaire offers a rapid, efficient, and cost-effective method for gathering a large amount of data from large sample sizes. These are highly effective for evaluating the actions, preferences, intents, attitudes, and viewpoints of the subjects. This can be backed up by National Institutes of Health (2013) who state that a highly helpful survey instrument that makes it relatively easy to evaluate big populations is the questionnaire. Surveys are generally thought to be easy to conduct, but in order to provide meaningful results, they require a great deal of planning, time, and work. The researcher believes this is one of the most efficient methods to be used for this type of data collection. However, one down side to doing a questionnaire is that people who don’t understand certain questions they will skip the question leaving it blank which then gives not an accurate set of results, furthermore than could be solved by parents/guardians questioning the practitioner more information on the question they didn’t understand or misinterpreted so then they understand and will give a response instead of leaving it blank. The choice is also optional if parents/guardians/practitioners want to join in and complete the questionnaire. No one is made to do it.
The next method the researcher chose was an observation. The observer will sit discretely at a table or to the side of the classroom, taking notes on the children and their reactions to various scenarios that naturally happen in a classroom setting. The observation will also take place in a classroom that is exclusively for children with additional learning needs. This observation will last around 30 minutes. Since it is important that no child gets singled out based on their abilities, the sample size and location were chosen to reduce the possibility that it would be unethical. However, since the focus of this research is only on how practitioners can support children with additional learning needs and how it affects them in school, it must be in a setting where only children with additional learning needs would be.  Every parent will be made aware of the ongoing observation and asked to get in touch if they would like their child to participate. Should this not happen, the child will be removed from the class while the observation is taking place. The reason for choosing observation as on method is because data can be collected where and whenever and in a primary school that is very suitable as children are always busy, they can usually be finished fast and affordably if needed. Another reason that observation is a reliable method is Researchers can use it to acquire observations that residents, program staff, or participants would not often make or bring up during an interview. When you see behaviour in a natural environment, it can be more accurate and natural than when you watch it in a controlled one. Scribbr (2023) encourage this by declaring that the flexibility, external validity, and applicability of naturalistic observation for enquiries that cannot be researched in a controlled environment make it a valuable instrument. Individuals' behaviours within and outside of the controlled setting are not necessarily the same. When they are not aware that they are being watched, your participants act more naturally. Kenton, W (2024) can provide evidence to support this by claiming that the Hawthorne Effect—the idea that individuals change their conduct only when they feel like they are being watched—occurs.  The Hawthorne Effect is the term used to describe the purported tendency of subjects in research or experiments to improve or alter the behaviour being studied just for the purpose of study, as opposed to because of changes made to the stimulus or experiment conditions. Organisational researchers first recognised it in the 1920s. However, by doing an observation there is a disadvantage too, this could be that when children know they are being observed they act differently which is giving an incorrect result also the person doing the observation may miss certain parts as it can be hard to note take everything down especially if they are observing a very active child which again, will lead to an incorrect result. The researcher felt that doing these two methods were more suitable for this research as interviews for example can be very time-consuming. Study smarter (2024) remark that interviews may be time-consuming and resource-intensive, and they may be biased by the interviewer or by social desirability bias. Additionally, the interviewer's communication style may have an impact on participants' willingness to share their experiences or opinions.
Collecting more than one data is called triangulation. Triangulation means collecting data by using several different research methods to get a solid more reliable result. Shortclips (no date) can back this up by stating that Triangulation is the process of gathering data from several sources to address a single research subject. There are different types of triangulation methods, the one used in this research is method triangulation. Carter,N. (2014) say that the initial kind of triangulation is known as method triangulation. Using many approaches to gather data on the same event is known as method triangulation. Field notes, observations, and interviews are among methods of this kind of triangulation that are commonly employed in qualitative research. The more research practitioners do the more it will be unable to practitioner to understand fully. This triangulation was used in this research because it lets the researcher get clearer more reliable results for their research. These research methods and both quantize and qualitive. Qualitive research is described as an iterative process that improves scientific community understanding by bringing to light significant new differences that arise from further investigation of the issue under research. This theory emphasises the existence of a qualitative component in quantitative research, which is intended to be a tool for enhancing research conceptions. Additionally, it might help reduce the gap between qualitative and quantitative research, address concerns of qualitative methodology, encourage training, enhance researcher communication, and act as a standard for evaluating qualitative research states Aspers, P., and Corte, U. (2019). In observations quantitative data can be used as by collecting numerical information that may be represented as a quantitative value, such counts, or measures. The same as the questionnaire, the questionnaire will have a range of questions. Which makes that qualitive and quantitively. As well as the questionnaire, it will be quantitative and qualitive.  
Section 4- Ethical considerations
For the research to proceed, it needs to be conducted in a fully ethical way. The researcher will send out a letter to parents/guardians and teachers to inform them that there will be a questionnaire coming out within the next week or so through a link on dojo/email. This link is individually sent so every individual person will have their own number. These questionnaires will be given to random parents/guardians and teachers within that specific class. In the questionnaire there will be no names shown, no one will know anyone else’s number apart from your own. This is done to protect everyone confidentiality. The numbers will be randomly generated or randomly picked out of a hat. 15 numbers will be picked, and the questionnaire will go to those numbers. In this link there will be an option to choose if you would like to take part or if you would not like to take part this is again confidential so no one else will know if you have chosen to not participate. Once all parents/guardians and teachers have saw that link and all chosen what they would rather, the numbers will be generated. This is so that there will be plenty of results to investigate and debrief. The link will also give a brief description of what the questionnaire is about so that everyone knows what sort of questions to expect. This is done to keep everyone’s answers confidential. Confidentiality is very important. Knight, S & Papanilitas, A (2018) state that Gaining patients' trust requires a dedication to maintaining confidentiality. This can be backed up by the British Educational Research Association [BERA], (2024) that state that consent to participate in a study must be given willingly and knowingly before it may start, and that researchers should be aware that subjects may choose to withdraw their consent at any time for any reason. If participants are free from concern and understand the terms and conditions of their involvement, they are deemed to have given their voluntary, informed, and continuing agreement, according to the association. It should be made clear to participants that they are free to leave at any moment and do not need to provide an explanation. With this data that will be received from the questionnaire it will be read through and new ideas for supporting the children and what they are struggling with in school will be considered, along with strategies for practitioners to broaden their expertise and have a better understanding of the children with additional learning needs. Having a large audience to participate is beneficial because it gives youth a deeper understanding of children's minds and how to support and make them feel happy while they are in school, regardless of whether the results are similar or different from one another. It enables researchers to observe the children's behaviour in its natural environment, freely by surveys or experimental influences. It may gather information in real time, draw conclusions, or test theories about things like friendships, triggers, likes, and dislikes. To examine patterns and results over time, it may include collecting long-term data from a group of people who have the same traits. Moving on the Ethics [BERA] (2024) also states that Ethical research demands that participant data be handled with care. Every participant, including the institutions, has a right to privacy, which researchers must recognise. This may include using anonymisation, pseudonymization, or "fictionalising" approaches in reporting; if this is the case, researchers should give a detailed explanation for their choices. Individual participants, their guardians, or other responsible parties may, nonetheless, voluntarily give up their right to anonymity and secrecy in some situations. Participants have the right to be acknowledged as the original creators of their own work, and researchers should respect this right to protect the welfare, rights, and dignity of study participants, ethnicity is crucial. Consequently, an ethics committee should review any study involving humans to make sure that the proper moral guidelines are being followed.  These results and files will be kept safe and read through thoroughly to lower the risk of losing this questionnaire data is to gather enough data to answer the research objectives provided while keeping the study design as simple as possible. These are a few recommendations. Pay close attention to the study's research objectives and only gather the data that is absolutely required to achieve them. However, by using a variety of data collection techniques or sources to produce a triangulated set of data, the observational data can be reduced. Utilise several observers and ensure uniformity between rates.  Instruct your observers to make sure that data is captured consistently between them. By standardising your observation procedures, you can ensure that they are organised and transparent. A questionnaire has an additional risk in that it may be misinterpreted by respondents due to the lack of an immediate means of clarification. This can lead to miscommunication and inaccurate or missing responses. To prevent this from happening Avoid adding your personal thoughts to queries. Avoid framing survey questions in a way that would compel respondents to answer a specific way. Remain direct and concise, vulnerable to prejudice in observation. Indirect observation may lessen this issue, However, the "Hawthorne effect," which postulates that individuals frequently do better when they are aware they are being observed, still applies to humans. Sedgwick, P., & Greenwood, N. (2015) say that the ‘Hawthorne’ effect significantly affects how easily research findings may be applied to therapeutic settings. Without a doubt, measurement and observation have an impact on research participants' conduct. There have been arguments made, meanwhile, that there is more than one Hawthorne effect and that the word refers to a range of possible biases. More investigation into the ways in which patient and healthcare professional experiences vary in research settings and regular practice is necessary to better explain the Hawthorne effect and its implications for clinical practice. Using mixed methodologies, such as qualitative and quantitative approaches, may help us comprehend the Hawthorne effect better. Data triangulation is the process of gathering information from several sources using a range of techniques. By building strong relationships, assigning jobs that participants enjoy, and spending more time with them, we can reduce the likelihood that this will occur. Establish a relationship with the employees being watched to help them feel at ease working at a regular pace. Assure staff members that improving the process, not their performance, is the aim of the research. Collect data over an extended duration, if feasible, to enable employees to become accustomed to their regular work schedules.
The data feedback from the questionnaires will need to be stored correctly, durig the observation the observer will make notes about the children's responses to various situations in the classroom, such as noise, activities, and behaviours. The questionnaire input will be viewed only by the practitioner, who will also have the opportunity to elaborate on any changes they plan to make to the classroom or implement to help children feel comfortable and secure there. Maintaining the data and properly preserving it not only reduces the possibility of data misuse but also fosters confidence between practitioners and parents. A major consequence of a confidentiality breach might include identity theft, fraud, reputational damage, or invasion of privacy. Titanfile (2024) also declare that Maintaining confidentiality is crucial in educational institutions. In one way or another, it saves the pupils and their families. Schools need confidentiality to protect themselves, as well as the interests of all parties involved. 

Every research study has a number of dangers, but there are also a number of strategies to reduce these risks, making the study fully ethical and risk-free for participants. Because this research may be viewed as controversial, there is a risk to the university and the researcher. This is mainly because children with additional needs are being watched; however, the researcher assures the children that they will always be safe because they are reminded of their rights. Besides, the children are never required to talk to the researcher; the researcher is just watching how the children behave naturally within the classroom. McCormick (2024) explain in order to avoid being introduced; the observer should take a back. or side of the classroom and refrain from speaking (that is, they shouldn't ask or answer questions, solicit feedback from children, or try to take over the lesson). The observer gets familiar with the observation form beforehand. This is carried out because it lets children behave normally, which will provide the observer with the best performance from the child and precise feedback. 
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