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Introduction
The aim of this presentation is to critically investigate a case study of Northampton shire toddler and to reveal the issue of vulnerable children, young people and families.

Waisel (2013) describes that the vulnerable populations are composed of people who are susceptible to harm due to some predisposing factors that can include health conditions, disability, sexual orientation, religion, age, social class, race, and area of residence among other qualities. They then become exposed to oppression, neglect, denial of access to facilities, and abuse as some of the unfair treatments. The following is an analysis of a case involving a vulnerable child, and it critiques the policy response and social construction, by providing theoretical, professional, and policy perspectives, the interventions made, and a critical analysis of the responses.
Butler (2022) mentions a case whereby a Northampton shire toddler, anonymously identified as Child AU, was neglected and described as underfed, ignored, unloved, and isolated. She had lived in pain to the extent she could no longer cry while being mistreated. While social workers had encountered the case, they initially felt that social protection for the child could not be achieved due to the conditions set to validate the intervention. The professionals were unaware of the effects of neglect and had poor judgment. Vulnerability is quite evident given that the child was physically, emotionally, and psychologically abused, as well as being isolated.
There is contention about whether the systems available for child protection interventions are effective. Oppenheim and Rehill (2021) observe that the children in need of protection do not have equity in accessing it, since there are inequalities such as poverty and minority group that influence accessing the protection. Accordingly, they suggest that each agency should be evaluated regarding how it handles a case within its scope. Further, the interventions are mainly later than earlier, whereby the former can result into separation of families and it is costly to implement. They also observe that by agencies collaborating with families, more desirable outcomes would be realized since it provides for empowerment of families and thus debilitating some of the vulnerability risk factors. Accordingly, it would be necessary to review the present policies to promote early and comprehensive interventions.
It is observable that the case exemplifies professional incapacity to assess negligence and abuse. Bailhache et al. (2013) describe that the healthcare professionals have the responsibility of assessing cases of abuse and developing the relevant interventions. Caneira and Myrick (2015) identify that sign including withdrawal, poor bonds, anxiety, poor hygiene and appearance, and physical injuries. However, the professionals did not have adequate skills since they would have made decisions based on the appearance of the child and probe the parents to provide answers to the child’s condition. 
The Children and Families Act 2014 was appealed in the case. It involves the welfare of the entire family, and especially children and it allows the local authorities to inspect whether the children are being provided with their needs, failure to which the authority can engage other agencies including children homes to ensure that the needs are met. The authority sets the standards expected in the homes to guarantee that the children live in better conditions, which not only involves the facility being adequately equipped, but also the people working in it being scrutinized to ascertain their integrity (Crown 2022). It is notable in the case that the parents are not providing as per the directive, and so it would be necessary for the local authority to intervene.
The move to take Child AU for care was commendable, given that it was an intervention that would allow for her medical conditions treated and managed, which would include providing her with the right foods and clothing. In addition, she would be provided with companionship and affection since she would interact with other children. Psychologists would also help in facilitating her comfort and help her regain emotional stability. Buchanan (2007) then describes that she would feel socially included. The safety of the child was also guaranteed in the facility. Huh and Shin (2021) describe that patent safety is paramount since it implies that they are protected from any harm. Accordingly, as the child would not be exposed to the abusive parents.
It is, however, notable that the move was reactive, and way delayed. The neglect had earlier been witnessed, but intervention was only done after the case had escalated. Bailhache et al. (2013) identify that early identification of abuse is crucial since it allows the relevant parties to take action accordingly. They could have been curious about the causes of the injuries as well as Child AU’s physical condition. However, the policies guiding social protection for children should be reviewed to allow for earlier interventions before cases can worsen.
Further, the intervention should have involved the family. Given that the parents had specifically neglected Child AU implies that there could have been other underlying issues that made them disassociate with her. It is uncertain about whether the mother could have been suffering from postpartum depression given that she had a different attitude towards Child AU, and as such, the engagement of psychiatrists and other professionals could have been warranted. Varghese et al. (2020) asserts that working with the family unit would include establishing coping skills and counseling for disorders and conditions that would include depression, drug abuse, and trauma among others. However, there is inadequate information about any disorders among the parents.
The police are a significant partner that would have been involved in the promotion of care in the case. Shepherd and Sumner (2017) observe that the police have the responsibility to ensure safety for the vulnerable people, and Child AU was defenseless given that the parents were ironically the abusers. Given that there are laws against abuse and policies safeguarding the needs of children as earlier observed, then the police could take a legal action that would have included suing the parents. The social workers should have collaborated with the police to take legal action. However, the intervention would have had to as well consider the welfare of the other children, given that they were not being mistreated themselves and they would feel isolated from the parents.
















List of References
Bailhache, M., Leroy, V., Pillet, P., & Salmi, L. R. (2013). Is early detection of abused children possible?: A systematic review of the diagnostic accuracy of the identification of abused children. BMC Pediatrics, 13(1).
Buchanan, A. (2007, February). Including the socially excluded: The impact of government policy on vulnerable families and children in need. British Journal of Social Work.
Butler, P. (2022). Northamptonshire child neglect case: why was toddler allowed to stay at home? Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/apr/26/northamptonshire-child-neglect-case-why-was-toddler-allowed-to-stay-at-home
Caneira, L., & Myrick, K. M. (2015). Diagnosing Child Abuse: The Role of the Nurse Practitioner. Journal for Nurse Practitioners, 11(6), 640–646.
Crown. (2022). Children and Families Act 2014. Available at: frohttps://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6 1
Huh, A., & Shin, J. H. (2021). Person-centered care practice, patient safety competence, and patient safety nursing activities of nurses working in geriatric hospitals. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 18(10).
Oppenheim, C. & Rehill, J. (2021). Does the child protection system intervene too much or too little? This is the wrong question. Retrieved from https://www.communitycare.co.uk/2021/04/06/child-protection-system-intervene-much-little-wrong-question/
Shepherd, J. P., & Sumner, S. A. (2017, April 18). Policing and public health—strategies for collaboration. JAMA - Journal of the American Medical Association. American Medical Association.
Varghese, M., Kirpekar, V., & Loganathan, S. (2020). Family Interventions: Basic Principles and Techniques. Indian Journal of Psychiatry, 62(8), S192–S200.
Waisel, D. B. (2013, April). Vulnerable populations in healthcare. Current Opinion in Anaesthesiology.

                                           Appendix
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]







[image: ]



1
image4.png
VULNERABLE
CHILDREN, YOUNG

PEOPLE, AND FAMILIES





image5.svg
                               VULNERABLE  CHILDREN, YOUNG  PEOPLE, AND FAMILIES


image6.png
Infroduction

» Vulnerable populations are composed of people who are susceptible to
harm due to some predisposing factors:

» Health conditions including diseases and disability
» Sexual orientation
> Religion

» Social class

» Race etc. (Waisel 2013)

» The vulnerable can be subjected to oppression, neglect, denial of access
to facilities, and abuse as some of the unfair freatments.




image7.svg
                                                               Introduction  Vulnerable populations are composed of people who are susceptible to  harm due to some predisposing factors:  Health conditions including diseases and disability  Sexual orientation  Religion  Social class  Race etc. ( Waisel 2013)  The vulnerable can be subjected to oppression, neglect, denial of access  to facilities, and abuse as some of the unfair treatments.


image8.png
Case Study

Troubled toddler: Northamptonshire

» Child AU was neglected and described as underfed, ignored, unlov ed,
and isolated.

» She had fractures in her arms and legs

» Social protection for the child could not be achieved earlier due to the
conditions set to validate the intervention

» The professionals were unaw are of the effects of neglect and had poor
judgment (Butler 2022).




image9.svg
                                                               Case Study Troubled toddler:  Northamptonshire  Child AU was neglected and described as underfed, ignored, unloved,  and isolated.  She had fractures in her arms and legs  Social protection for the child could not be achieved earlier due to the  conditions set to validate the intervention  The professionals were unaware of the effects of neglect and had poor  judgment (Butler 2022).


image10.png
Analysis

The process of intervention by health and social care agencies is failing
(Oppenheim & Rehill 2021)

The case exemplifies professional incapacity to assess negligence and
abuse (Bailhache et al. 2013); could have observed withdrawal, poor

bonds, anxiety, poor hygiene and appearance, and physical injuries
(Caneira & Myrick 2015).

The Children and Families Act 2014:
Addresses the welfare of children and families

Dictates the roles and responsibilities of the local authority in enhancing care

Local authorities direct standards that agencies relating to children and families
should uphold




image11.svg
                                                               Analysis  The process of intervention by health and social care agencies is failing  (Oppenheim &  Rehill 2021)  The case exemplifies professional incapacity to assess negligence and  abuse ( Bailhache et al. 2013); could have observed withdrawal, poor  bonds, anxiety, poor hygiene and appearance, and physical injuries  ( Caneira & Myrick 2015).  The Children and Families Act 2014:  Addresses the welfare of children and families  Dictates the roles and responsibilities of the local authority in enhancing care  Local  authorities direct standards that agencies relating to children and families  should uphold


image12.png
» Taking Child AU for care was commendable:

» Met her needs for clothing, food, comfort

» Facilitated the interaction with other children thus social inclusion (Buchanan
2007)

» Psychologists would be available for emotional, mental, and cognitive support

» Enhanced Child AU’s safety from physical abuse (Huh & Shin 2021)




image13.svg
                                                               Evaluation  Taking Child AU for care was commendable:  Met her needs for clothing, food, comfort  Facilitated the interaction with other children thus social inclusion (Buchanan  2007)  Psychologists would be available for emotional, mental, and cognitive support  Enhanced Child  AU’s safety from physical abuse (Huh & Shin 2021)


image14.png
Evaluation: What Should Have Been

Done Differently

» The move was delayed due to:

» The healthcare professionals hot being curious about the child’s condition

» Policies that made it difficult for social workers to seek for protection of the child
» Earlier intervention could have been desirable Bailhache et al. 2015)

» |dentification of more information about the underlying issues could have
informed whether family counseling was one of the applicable
interventions (Varghese et al. 2020)

» There should have been earlier collaboration of the social workers and the
police (Shepherd & Sumner 2017).




image15.svg
                                                               Evaluation: What Should Have Been  Done Differently  The move was delayed due to:  The healthcare professionals not being curious about the child’s condition  Policies that made it difficult for social workers to seek for protection of the child  Earlier intervention could have been desirable ( Bailhache et al. 2015)  Identification of more information about the underlying issues could have  informed whether family counseling was one of the applicable  interventions (Varghese et al. 2020)  There should have been earlier collaboration of the social workers and the  police (Shepherd & Sumner 2017).
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