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Shape Up Gyms

[bookmark: _Toc35363469]Abstract
The following report is on the database that has been created from thefor Shape Up Gyms. In the following report we will be discussing performance tuning and what has been used in the Shape Up Gyms database. The indexes that have been used and selected in the database will be explains explained and why this data has been chosen. This will lead on to discussing distributed database design which will include horizontal fragmentation, vertical fragmentation, mixed fragmentation and finally, derived fragmentation. 

[bookmark: _Toc35363470]Performance Tuning
In this section performance tuning will be discussed in terms of the indexing that has been used within the database that has been created. Indexing is associated with the tables in the database. It is all to do with the speed that the data is retrieved from the rows in the table. Indexing is placed on the data that is retrieved the most as this is the data that needs to be quick to access compared to fields that aren’t used or not very often. There are two types of indexing that could have been used and they include, clustered indexing and non-clustered indexing. In this database I have chosen to implement a non-clustered index as I am not using the primary key fields and as I wanted to structure the data separate from the rows.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: 
Avoid using contractions (shortened form of a word combination using the apostrophe (') e.g. don't, isn't)!

Reference(s):http://grammar.about.com/od/words/a/EnglishContractions.htm	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: 
Avoid writing in the first person (use of ""I"", ""my"") in academic writing unless you are writing a reflective evaluation.

Reference(s):http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/education/grammar/first-second-and-third-person?page=all, http://www.wikihow.com/Write-in-Third-Person

[bookmark: _Toc35363471]Clustered Indexing
A clustered index is based on the key values of the data sort and store the data in each table in the database. There can only be one clustered index within each tables the database this is because the data in a table can only be stored and ordered in one way not multiple. This is the only time that data in a table is stored in a sort is when a clustered index is used.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Not very clear

[bookmark: _Toc35363472]Non-clustered Indexing
Non-clustered indexing creates a structure separate to the rows of the tables. This type of index contains an index key value and each of the keys has a pointer to the data that it will be referencing in the table that has been selected. This key is called a row locator. You can essentially add as many non-clustered indexes to the tables in your database as you’d like, within reason. Adding lots of non-clustered indexes would have a reverse effect on the database as it would slow it down.

[bookmark: _Toc35363473]Data Queries
The three fields that have had non-clustered indexes created for them in the Shape Up Gym database. These fields are as followed; Gym city code, the customer’s last name and their post code.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: 
Use apostrophe (') to indicate possession.

Reference(s):http://www.thepunctuationguide.com/index.html, http://www.eng-lang.co.uk/apostrophe_rules.htm, http://www.apostrophe.org.uk/page2.html

The gym city code was selected as this is a data field that would be searched often if customers are looking for the closest gym to where they live. To make sure that this search faster and more efficient and index has been added to this field in the database. The index created for this field was given the name of IX_Gym_CityCode. The next index that was created for this database was for the customer last name field. The last name field would be used frequently when searching for a customer which will be done by searching for their last name. This speed’s up the execution time of the query making it more efficient. This index was given the name IX_Customer_Lastname, following on from this was the postcode field and that index was given the name of IX_Customer_Postcode. This field, same as the previous index is to speed up the query when searching for a customer’s details by searching for their surname.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Okay	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Last name would have been better combined with another column e.g. first name or date of birth to improve the chances of locating a specific customer as there could be many people with the same surname. In some countries, it is not uncommon for a lot of people to share the same surname as you are very well aware.

The three fields that have been selected for the indexing have been selected as these are the fields in the database that will be selected the most out of all the fields in the database therefore need to be faster returning the data compared to the other fields in the database that won’t be accessed at all or that often.

[bookmark: _Toc35363474]Distributed Database Solution
Distributed databases are databases that has more than two files on the database that is located in different sites which can either be on the same network or could be located on two completely separate networks. The database for Shape Up Gyms would be physically shared across their network and it would be controlled by a single DBMS making it a homogeneous database. This is a big positive as homogeneous database is much easier to expand and with the gyms growing so much this is very likely and as multiple sites can be used it is easier to increase the performance of the system, not to mention that this type of database is much easier to design and manage.

[bookmark: _Toc35363475]Fragmentation
Fragmentation is when you divide tables in a database into smaller tables. There are different forms for of fragmentations. In the following section the types of fragmentations that will be explained are horizontal fragmentation, vertical fragmentation, mixed fragmentation and derived fragmentation. Some advantages of fragmentation is efficiency. All the data from the tables are stored close by therefore when a user is trying to access specific records the database will be fast in returning the data that the user has asked for. There are also security benefits of fragmentation. The data that isn’t needed by the database is not stored and due to this means that unauthorized users cannot access said data. The two main disadvantages of fragmentation and are performance and integrity. A global application performance would be a lot slower if there is several fragmented pieces of data stored in separate locations. Likewise, integrity will be a lot harder to control with the data being stored over various different locations [1].	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Close to what?

[bookmark: _Toc35363476]Types of Fragmentation
Horizontal fragmentation is where tables in a database are spilt up by the rows that the data is stored in. Vertical fragmentations is where the tables are split up by the columns that the data is stored in. A mixed fragmentation is where you split up half the table horizontally and the other vertically. Finally, a derived fragmentation is based on the fragmentation of a parent relationship.

The following section of the report is about what type of fragmentation that has been chosen to apply to each table within the database.




[bookmark: _Toc35363477]Region Table
In the region table there will be no form of fragmentation as this table is needed across the other tables in the database therefore this table will be replicated for the use of the other tables that use the data within it.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Good

[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc35363478]City Table
In the city table the form of fragmentation that will be performed on this table will be horizontal. This method of fragmentation was chosen as the data in this table is all the data is related. City code and city name will be used to determine which county the city belongs too which then leads to the county being placed in the correct region. This would lead to the city table being split up into four smaller tables. 	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: It is not very clear how you are fragmenting the rows. A better approach will be to fragment based on the RegionCode and this all meets the requirement stated in the assignment brief.


[image: ]







[bookmark: _Toc35363479]Gym Table
In the gym table, as previously used in the city table, the fragmentation used in this table would also be horizontal fragmentation. This method was chosen as the data in this table is all vital information regarding each of the gyms owned by Shape Up Gyms. This information wouldn’t be of any use split up as each bit of data in the table compliments the other. There would be four smaller tables created form the Gym table.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: While you have correctly decided to fragment the gyms using the same strategy as city, again this needs to be based on CityCode (as you can determine the region code from the city code). 
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[bookmark: _Toc35363480]Membership Type Table
The membership type table will be replicated just like the region table as this table needs to be accessed across all of the sites therefore it doesn’t need to be spilt up. Likewise, splitting the query would take longer to return than if it was just kept all together.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Good
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[bookmark: _Toc35363481]Membership Price Table
In the membership table the method of fragmentation that would have been carried out is again, vertical fragmentation. This will create two tables. Table one would consist of;	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Not really a practical solution. There is especially no benefit of having the first fragment with just the two columns. Instead use derived fragmentation and locate the membership prices at the same location as the parent gym records.

· MembershipTypeID 
· GymID

Table two would contain;

· MembershipTypeID
· OneTimePaymentFee
· MonthlyPaymentFee
· JoiningFee

This method future proofs the table and database. If the different gyms decide to offer different type of memberships, then this is how they can separate them but allowing the staff to search to explain the different packages in each gym’s around Wales. This also allows members of staff to be able to explain the chargers of each membership from table two too.
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[bookmark: _Toc35363482]Customer Table
In the customer table the method of fragmentation that would be used is not one that has been used in the table so far. In this table the method that would be used is a mixed or hybrid fragmentation. From using this method, it will create four smaller tables, three of which are created using vertical fragmentation and the final on using horizontal fragmentation. The first table created consists of;	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Again, this fragmentation requires some improvements. The requirements are to distribute the data based on regional areas, with the exception that main head office will be responsible for processing payments.

How about using mixed fragmentation for this table. First, apply vertical fragmentation with one fragment containing the info needed by finance, and the second vertical fragment containing the remaining columns. For the second vertical fragment, apply horizontal derived fragmentation to locate records regionally i.e. base the customer record at the same location as the gym they belong to.


· CustomerID
· GymID
· FirstName
· LastName
· DateOfBirth

Table two would contain;

· CustomerID
· Passcode
· Email
· ContactNo

Table three would hold;

· CustomerID
· HomeAddress
· HomeCityCode
MedicalSummery

The final and last table would store the data;

· JoinDate
· BankAccountNo
· SortCode

This would make it faster when accessing specific pieces of data, for example a customer’s medical summery, by searching their ID they would be able to get all their medical summery as well as they home address. The data would be returned quicker using any information from all tables in the exact same way.
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[bookmark: _Toc35363483]Membership Purchase Table 
The final table in the database, Membership Purchase table would be fragmented by using the vertical fragmentation method. This would in turn create two tables. Table one would consist of;	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Okay, but the first fragment will need to be based at the same location as the parent customer (2nd vertical fragment).

· PurchaseNo
· CustomerID
· MembershipTypeID
· StartDate
· EndDate

This would mean that if a staff member was looking for the type of membership a customer was paying the data would return much faster than it. Table two would then contain the data regarding;

· CustomerID
· JoiningFeePrice
· OneTimePaymentFeePrice
· MonthlyPaymentFeePrice
· MonthlyPaymentDate
· LastPaymentDate


This second table would allow members of staff to be able to check what customer are paying as well as check the dates that they pay in and the last payment date of their contract with the gym.
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[bookmark: _Toc35363484]Reconstruction of Tables
Not all of the tables in the Shape Up Gyms database were fragmented. The city table was fragmented so to be able to reconstruct this table a UNION would have to be applied. This will be done using the regional code. The gym table was also fragmented horizontally which would be reconstructed by using a UNION using the GymID field. Following on from this, the membership type table was replicated therefore doesn’t need to be reconstructed. The next table was the membership price table which was fragmented vertically. To reconstruct this table a JOIN would have to be used. The field to used re-join the tables is the MembershipTypeID field. The next table also fragmented vertically was the customer table. This was split into four different tables and would be constructed back together using a JOIN using the CustomerID. The final table in the database is the membership purchase table and this was once again the table was fragmented vertically and once again a JOIN would be used to reconstruct the table using the CustomerID field.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: No. There is nothing to reconstruct as it was not fragmented.

[bookmark: _Toc35363485]Conclusion
Overall, I am happy with the outcome to this project. I set out to make the Shape Up Gyms database more efficient and I believe I have done so. I have added many features to boost the efficiency as well as adding check constraints to make sure the data that gets entered is correct. Any incorrect data will be refused. A transaction role back has also been created to stop any data that has already been entered being entered for a second time. As previously said, I am very happy with the work that I have done and believe I have met the requirements that have been set. 
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                 MARKING CRITERIA AND STUDENT FEEDBACK



This section details the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in turn determines your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.

	[bookmark: assessmentComponent]Common Assessment Criteria Applied  (Assignment 1)
	Marks available
	Marks 
awarded

	1. Engagement with Literature Skills 

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackRIL]
	[bookmark: totalRIL]
	[bookmark: markRIL]

	
	
	

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackKUS] A very good range of queries to create sample data for the database has been provided with additional, appropriate queries to test the constraints added to the tables. A good attempt at the required transaction to purchase a new membership but there is room for improvement in the logic and avoid hard-coding values you know already exist. The logic for the IF condition is not quite correct. (Grade mark: 80.00%)
	[bookmark: totalKUS]25
	[bookmark: markKUS]20

	
	
	

	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackANA]A good analysis of the case study, but there is room for improvement. The index LastName would have been better combined with an additional field to improve the chances of locating a customer using this index. Think of your surname for example - in Wales, how many people share your surname? It would have been nice to see an example of a multi-column index. Although you understand the different fragmentation types and how to reconstruct the fragments from the different fragmentation types, the proposed solution generally requires improvements. The tables for replication, however, were good choices. See your report for additional comments. (Grade mark: 60.00%)
	[bookmark: totalANA]30
	[bookmark: markANA]18

	
	
	

	4. Practical Application Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackPAD]A very good attempt. Just a few minor things to note. You changed the name of the PK column in the Gym table. Note that that FKs do not have to have the same name as PKs and your understanding of this was being assessed. You have also change the names of one/two tables. DurationQty in MembershipType should be an integer - your check constraint correctly checks for integers, but in this case it is also more efficient to store the data as an INT instead of VARCHAR. For the OffPeakMembership and Cancel Anytime columns, use the BIT type which is used to store Boolean data (True/False or Yes/No), including NULLS. Also be mindful of setting almost every column to NOT NULL. Sometimes a value may not be applicable or not yet known for a column - as long as this is not a required value, your database should accept a null value. The size of some of your PK columns also needs to be a bit longer as, for example, at the moment only a maximum of 9999 customers can register. (Grade mark: 75.00%)
	[bookmark: totalPAD]40
	[bookmark: markPAD]30

	
	
	

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackSPP]The report is of a good standard. See your report for suggested improvements (Grade mark: 60.00%)
	[bookmark: totalSPP]5
	[bookmark: markSPP]3

	
	
	



	Assignment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	[bookmark: totalMark]71%

	
	Up to 1 week late (40% Max)
	[bookmark: fourWeeksLate]
	

	
	Over 1 week late (0%)
	[bookmark: firstAttempt]
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