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Abstract: Cat in the Rain is Hemingway's few female-oriented works. This paper analyzes from the perspective of new historicalism, emphasizing the interactive relationship between literary reconstruction and historical reality. As an anti-war writer, the works not only express the author's sympathy and concern for women, the state of cats and women in the works are a microcosm of the confused spiritual state of mankind after the war. The use of feminist perspective for anti-war expression is Hemingway's effective use of the "iceberg principle", which has a profound ideological significance. It has a positive significance to explore the anti-war thinking and metaphor characteristics of the work, as well as the study of the ideological and artistic characteristics of the author's works.   
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Introduction:  
[bookmark: OLE_LINK35][bookmark: OLE_LINK36]Cat in the Rain is very short, only 49 paragraphs,119 sentences, 1139 words. It gives the readers the first feeling is the communication problem between the husband and the wife: the husband was absorbed in reading, the wife willfully asked to find a cat to accompany. The rain scene paints a vivid and impressive picture, and the reader is vaguely aware of the heroine's lonely plight.1. The novel can be divided into two parts, the first two paragraphs are the foreshadowing, and the last 47 paragraphs are the development process of the story. The first natural paragraph is the longest in the novel, but only 194 words. The second part consists of these events: (1) the wife going downstairs to look for the cat (paragraphs 3 ~ 7);(2) the meeting between the wife and the innkeeper (paragraphs 8 to 11);(3) the wife and maid looking for the cat (paragraphs 12-23);(4) the wife's affection for the innkeeper (paragraph 24);(5) emotional conflict between wife and husband (paragraphs 25-45);(6) the maid sending the cat (paragraphs 46-49). When the wife is with her husband, her mood almost reached the bottom. Although there is only one sentence with the innkeeper, the emotional exchange is very rich. The background makes the atmosphere foreshadowing for the emotional cold violence of the story; The narrative is composed of six events, the plots rise and fall against the background and stops abruptly at its climax, leaving endless Spaces for the reader to savor.英语翻译。 
Cat in the Rain does explore the relationship between a woman and a woman from a female perspective, showing the psychological state and inner desire of women in the state of marital disharmony. Hemingway is in an objective creative way to express such a position: there is an antagonistic relationship between men and women, and there is a parallel zone without intersection between men and women; Even in a marriage, there can be a "blind spot" between couples that is difficult to coordinate and communicate. In the face of this blind spot or impasse, men and women have different understandings and reactions. 
In Cat in the Rain, the author looks at problems more from the perspective of women, and pays more attention to women's inner feelings and desires in the alienated marriage: Women want to be loved and valued, but also hope to be able to apply and care to the outside world. When women's psychological needs cannot be met, women's hearts are trapped in anxiety and confusion. What Hemingway used to express the theme of the novel is his highly artistic writing technique: concise but profound words like "tip of the iceberg", symbolic technique and narrative perspective conversion. This paper analyzes the novel and reveals how the author conveys his concern about the issue of marriage between the sexes and how to express the anti-war idea from the perspective of feminism by cleverly using metaphors and other techniques. Both the loneliness of the cat and the loneliness of the woman in the novel are metaphors and signs of the confused state of human spirit after the war. It is more thought-provoking to oppose war from the unique perspective of feminism.
This paper is composed of five parts, the first part introduces the historical interpretation of Cat in the Rain; expression of anti-war thinking from a female perspective in the novel is discussed in the second part; symbolic metaphors in Cat in the Rain and Hemingway’s "Iceberg Principle" are discussed in part three and part four respectively; and the last part is the conclusion of the paper.

1. A Historical Interpretation of Cat in The Rain
George, the hero of Cat in the Rain, is a typical representative of the "lost generation" of the twentieth century. He wandered around Europe aimlessly. He didn't know what to do, he didn't know where to go next, he just took his wife from one place to another, and he didn't know where to stay, so he was confused. This is the true portrayal of the confused postwar youth of the 1920s. "The Lost Generation" refers to young Americans living in the 1920s. [6] Most of these young people have experienced war, suffering from war, and their ideals conflict with the realities of American society, thus losing their goals and spiritual support, and escaping reality through unusual behaviors such as alcoholism or smoking. These actions are symptomatic of the aftermath of World War I. 
In Cat in the Rain, the Italians' worship of the war memorial heralds the era in the novel as the era of the 1920s, the time of the "lost generation". The couple's apathetic and morbid relationship reveals the moral crisis and the belief crisis of them, which is what the "lost generation" has in common: a lack of faith due to confusion. The historical reality contained in Cat in the Rain is also reflected in the abnormal relationship between men and women, which is mainly due to the influence of feminist movement in American society. These female images really record the living and mental state of women at that time. Their dissatisfaction with the status quo, their new demands on society and themselves, and their inability to change social reality have made their relationship with men distorted. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The wife in Cat in the Rain is the representative of such women, she and her husband went to Europe on vacation, but stayed bored in a hotel room, she was upset, wanting a cat was not satisfied. Across from the hotel, the park of hope and the memorial to the dead seemed to herald the couple's inevitable marital crisis. She wanted a cat she wanted to care about cats, and she wanted people to care about her. There was no real verbal communication, no emotional exchange between her and her husband, who would not take the time to understand her ideas, even consider them ridiculous. Their marital status reflects the abnormal relationship between men and women, because they cannot understand each other which lead to the lack of morality and belief for the younger generation after World War I.   
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]The feminist movement after World War I had a great influence on Hemingway's writing, and he thought rationally about the world of gender coexistence. Some feminists interpret Hemingway's female images to reveal his sympathy for women in the society and culture. As Naomi Grant once noted, "Hemingway had a silent compassion for women who were ignored, discriminated against, or abused by society."[2] The female image in Cat in the Rain is the embodiment of Hemingway's exploration of the appropriate role of women in family and society. This couple's abnormal relationship between men and women is a documentary of the unequal treatment of women under the restriction of social and cultural conditions at that time, which reflects the historical nature of the society.
The "lost generation" became a term in American literary history, referring to young writers with similar experiences in the 1920s. [6] Most of them went through World War I, and they were dissatisfied with the collapse of cultural traditions and morality but had no alternative. They were disappointed with the real society in the post-war America, and gradually deviated from the values advocated by the American society on the spiritual level. Most of Hemingway's novels focus on a group of confused young Americans like him in European countries. 
George, the hero of Cat in the Rain, went through the First World War which left a great shadow on him, causing great physical and psychological damages to him. He feels empty, melancholy, pessimistic, hopeless, and hates the consequences of war. The beginning of the novel describes the parks and war memorials opposite the hotel and the empty squares, which not only create a cold and bleak atmosphere, but also the text presentation of the mental state of the people after the war, which truly records the war reality experienced by the "lost generation" and the war-weary tendencies of the people after the war. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK39][bookmark: OLE_LINK40]Cat in the Rain was created by Hemingway from the perspective of women. The choice of this angle is closely related to social reality. After the First World War, with the development of the feminist movement, the status of women has been significantly improved, and women’s image and code of conduct are very different from before. This kind of social reality has a great influence on Hemingway. [4] The female images he wrote were no longer small or absent, but had a certain degree of self-pursuit rights. In Cat in the Rain, the wife actively constructs a dialogue with her husband. When she saw the lonely cat crouching under the table, she developed a strong sense of identity, so she decided to catch the cat. When she came downstairs to see the male owner of the hotel, her inner feelings directly indicated her love for him, which was the embodiment of a woman's freedom and rights. In the couple's conversation, the wife always takes the initiative to bring out the topic, the center of the topic is always around her desired cat. In the face of her husband's indifference, she dared to complain. The wife boldly expressed her love for the cat, the desire for the cat, so that she is the new female image who dares to pursue herself. She is beautiful, like change, has her own hobbies. her act of saving a cat broke the shackles of traditional gender roles, and Hemingway's description of the behavior revealed, on the one hand, that "the old gender role model is a cultural burden that constrains people's lives" [2];  and on the other hand, expressed his silent sympathy for women. In Cat in the Rain, women's image and role have been improved, and they have the right to speak. She seems to have some courage and determination to build her dream life. This image of a woman who dares to break with tradition and pursue new things is the realistic text of the social reality of the feminist movement. However, the feminist movement at that time was not yet mature, so the woman created by Hemingway who wanted a cat was ultimately unable to escape the morbid marital dilemma, her dream is doomed to disillusionment with her husband's deformed relationship, and not to escape the fate of the doomed tragedy. 
The "lost characters" in the novel have marked the era with the author's personal experience; However, the historical reality presented from the text narration of the novel is subjective and historical. Analyzing Cat in the Rain from the perspective of historicism can better interpret the interaction between Hemingway's work and the historical era in which he is in, and understand Hemingway's writing of American social history.  

2. Expression of anti-war thinking from a female perspective 
Cat in the Rain is a short story focusing on women, which seems to be far away from the war. In fact, the traces of the war are still revealed in the lines of the novel, which brings people not only the separation of relatives but also the estrangement between nations [3]. For example, the maid's face tightens when the heroine speaks English. As a maid, although she did not experience the war personally, her disgust and fear of war was very obvious. The destructiveness and devastating trauma of war cannot be cured by the name of " victory country ". Hemingway, as a man who experienced the First World War, undoubtedly had a deeper and clearer understanding of war, especially the harm caused by war to human beings. Cat in the Rain, as a novel written shortly after the war, is inevitably influenced by the author's war mentality. In addition, the author has been trying to implement the "iceberg principle" he advocated [3]. All of which makes it reasonable to wonder if Cat in the Rain is a purely feminist theme. The American couple should have made the most of their trip. In fact, they didn't go anywhere in the novel. One was reading to kill time, the other is in the whimsy because of boredom, which fully shows that their spiritual world is extremely empty. In her boredom, the wife went to catch the cat in the rain that might not even exist. As it turned out, the American wife didn't get what she wanted. When she came back, she didn't forget to stress that she wanted a kitty, but she wasn't sure why she wanted it.
Considering the social background at that time, it is not difficult to find that when human beings are eager to pursue goals and ideals, they always find many reasons. But the war ended, people lost the pre-war fever, when the world calmed down, people found that the war destroyed all the good things in people's dreams, the human beings got nothing, just like the cat in the rain and the woman in trouble in the novel. The war disillusioned the people and made them feel that the future was very uncertain. Both the phantom cat and the real American woman are an epitome of the post-war mentality of ordinary people, a lonely figure in the rain. The war has changed the original pattern of the society, and all the traditional values have been overturned. Human beings are in great confusion, and the cause of all this is the evil war. Through metaphor, the author connects the cat, women and the war thinking together, and expresses his true intention of anti-war idea from the unique perspective of women, which is worthy of people's deep understanding. 
At present, most of the researchers take the purely female perspective to view this work, believing that this work expresses the awakening and resistance of feminist consciousness in the context of the rise of postwar feminist movement. However, as the witness of the war and the main post - war writers, his works cannot completely ignore the anti-war theme. In view of the author's perfect use of the "iceberg principle", the anti-war expression in this work should be carried out from the perspective of feminism. There are similarities between the cat struggling in the rain with and the women struggling in a patriarchal society, but this struggle does not change the reality in the slightest, so they can only be submissive and evasive. Then to amplify the perspective, the rise of the postwar feminist movement did not change the status of women in substance, in the author's eyes, they are still the vulnerable people who deserve sympathy in the patriarchal society. After four years of bloodshed, nothing has changed in the world. People still live in the "rain" and "night" of turmoil. Therefore, the loneliness of cats and women in the novel are metaphors and symbols of the confused state of human spirit after the war, the root cause of all is war. It is more thought-provoking to oppose war from the unique perspective of feminism. 

3. Symbolic Metaphors in Cat in the Rain
In Cat in the Rain, Hemingway used a lot of metaphors to show the subtle relationship between husband and wife. He compared real things to symbolic images, so that it unfolds with the plot in the reader's brain in series, and thus more vividly reflects the realistic meaning of literary works. The novel begins with his wife discovering a cat in the rain, and ends with the hotel-keeper letting the waitress send a cat to her. We can think of the cat as a clue to the whole novel, and the cat's whereabouts are consistent with the heroine's emotional development. When the cat first appeared, the heroine's desire is aroused by the cat's appearance, and when she discovered that she can't own such a kitty, her long-suffering emotions are squirted out and vented unreservedly on her idle husband. At this time, the cat symbolizes the heroine's desire and longing, symbolizes the American housewife yearning for the fun, leisure life.  
"Green" is also an important metaphor in the novel, appearing in different parts of the text: green benches, green tables, green spring, palm trees in the garden... Green symbolizes desire and jealousy. The beautiful and vibrant green symbolizes the longing of the heroine, highlights the inner struggle of the character, and implies the author's deconstruction of desire in human nature. [5] The heroine's words and deeds account for most of the whole story, but the description of the words and deeds of the husband is only a few words; The heroine's words, deeds and inner activities have been changing, but the husband has always maintained a certain fixed posture and tone. Arguably, the husband's image was completely marginalized in the story, but Hemingway gave him the name George, not his identity, to suggest that he occupied an absolutely powerful position in the family. 
The description of the environment in the novel is also full of metaphors. The empty square, the war memorial in the square, the cold and rainy day, the strange hotel, these bleak scenes and the indifferent husband in the room are integrated into a whole, forming a series of continuous metaphors in readers' hearts, which imply the depression and desolation of the heroine's life situation. In this gloomy environment, the heroine's inner desire gradually released, derived into desire and jealousy, continued to build up in the plot development, and finally completely broke out. The story ends with the innkeeper's unintentional help. The heroine acquired a cat in an unexpected way, but the continuous rain outside the window didn’t end. In this way, the novel prompts readers to think: Can the material really meet the needs of women? How on earth do housewives get out of the difficulties of life?

4. The "Iceberg Principle" of Hemingway
Hemingway attaches great importance to the use of words, and it is well known that there are not any useless words in his writing. Especially at the beginning of his creation, in order to create great works, he would often repeatedly consider the words of his works, trying not to write any words without meaning. [7] It is inferred that the short story Cat in the Rain, as an important early work of Hemingway, will certainly conform to this creative characteristic. However, in the beginning of the novel, the author unexpectedly used a large paragraph to describe the environment around the small hotel in detail, which can only have one explanation. These environmental descriptions are not an optional foil, but play a role in expressing the theme. As we know, the description of environment plays an important role in determining the emotional tone of characters. The description of environment at the beginning of the novel Cat in the Rain is not only to create a reading vision, but also to interpret and foil the protagonist's inner confusion. 
To be specific, the novel first gives a brief account of the places and characters. The Americans in the Italian inn are confronted with an exotic environment and an unfamiliar face, which lays a bleak and gloomy tone for the whole novel. And the following description of the environment gave a strong rendering to the tone. In the eyes of ordinary people, the park is a symbol of relaxed romance, easily reminiscent of peaceful life and lovey-dovey couples on benches under palm trees. However, what the author writes about the flower garden brings to us is a totally different feeling. What the reader feels is not the romance in the breeze and drizzle, but a kind of inexplicable loneliness and loss. In particular, the war memorials that glint in the rain are clearly intended, not by accident. This description is obviously not to remind people of the awe and nostalgia for the dead. The shining monuments in the rain can only remind people of the scenes of war and bloodshed, indicating that the war has just ended and that war is the cradle of human’s sorrow and death.
In short, we cannot simply think that the above description of the environment is to show the awakening of women, but to express something deeper after this awakening. In the novel, the heroine doesn't even know what she needs. This is no doubt after the end of the first world war, the young generation from the pre-war fanaticism to the confused psychology of shattered values. Although the war was over, the whole human race paid a heavy price for four years of fighting. Even the victors were left in ruins, and the people did not see what they wanted before the war. In the face of the harsh reality, people in western countries, especially the young generation who experienced the brutal war, have experienced unprecedented crisis in morality, spirit and pursuit, thus becoming the "lost generation".[5]
This spiritual feature is like the novel's "cat", although the cat in the novel only appeared twice, but it left a deep impression on the reader, and even said that it is this kind of virtual treatment, so that the cat's image can always swim in the reader's mind. The image of cat under the color of war pessimism is not only to express women, but also to connect them with women with weak characteristics, so that the reader produces a strong sense of sadness and compassion. Influenced by the historical environment and personal experience at that time, "Lost" became the unified style covering all his previous works, and became the most prominent feature of the author's creation personality. [6] Therefore, the main characters in his early works are a kind of confused and lost image, so Hemingway is regarded as the representative writer of "lost generation". The reason why Hemingway can create a series of tragic stories is that he can combine his reflection on his own life experience with tragic art in literary creation, and take them as the eternal theme of his novel creation [7]. In the course of his early creation, the special attention to the loneliness, failure and even death of individual life prompted him to create distinctive tragic novels. 
In people's subconscious, women are the embodiment of goodness and beauty, they do not seem to have anything to do with the cruel and bloody war. Hemingway's short story Cat in the Rain on the surface of narrative is a story of a weak woman, but through careful taste of the novel, we can still smell the breath of war, see the traces of war. Although the protracted war is over, but the negative impact is endlessly tormented everyone in the war country, the war not only caused the departure of loved ones and the destruction of their homes, but also caused the difficulty to bridge the membrane between different ethnic groups. [5] Hemingway was personally involved in the First World War, as a witness of the war, he had a depth for the war damage that others could not reach. Cat in the Rain created shortly after the war, so it was impossible for the war thinking not to affect the author's creation. In addition, Hemingway had been advocating the "iceberg principle" at the time of his creation,[3] from this point of view, it is too superficial to limit the understanding of his works to the feminist perspective. 
Given the social situation after World War I, there are always lots of good reasons to pursue a certain ideal. But when the turbulent world calmed down, people found nothing but the unbridgeable pain brought by the war. The war has changed the original social pattern. After the disillusionment of the beautiful ideal and the subversion of all the traditional values, human beings will inevitably fall into great confusion. The cause of all this is human beings themselves and the evil war launched by the greedy nature of mankind.
Through metaphor and symbolism, Hemingway closely links the three unrelated elements: cat, female and war thinking together, and expresses its true anti-war intentions from a unique female perspective, which is worth deep understanding. Hemingway summed up his literary creations and said, "the majesty of an iceberg floating is that only one eighth of it is above the water."[3] The author's expression of the ideological connotation of literary works is like an "iceberg" floating on the ocean. The words in the works directly represent only 1/8 of the surface of the water, while the hidden meaning behind the words is 7/8. Therefore, Hemingway adhering to the creative principle is to take the most unique events and circumstances of social life, and their own meaning to be expressed to hide in it, with a highly condensed language to constitutes 1/8 of the surface, and through this 1/8 to construct an idea, to attract readers to actively think and explore, to excavate the7/8 of the text behind, to achieve the effect of understanding the meaning in illocutionary. 
Hemingway inherited the creative thought of realistic literature, emphasizing that in the process of literary creation, the author could not directly interfere with the activities of the characters and carry out any form of direct preaching. The essence of literature and art lies in the implicit beauty. The author should not direct the thoughts he needs to express in his works, but should express them naturally through the description of scenes and plots.Therefore, the theme of Hemingway's works, neither through subjective expression, nor intentional or unintentional hint, he always hides his own thoughts and feelings and understanding of the objective world. His works only have objective description of the characters, activities and the environment, and the theme of the works is hidden behind the "surface story" of these depictions. Since the author did not involve himself in the expression of the theme, it left the reader unlimited space for thinking, the reader wants to taste and explore even more. 

5 Conclusion
The identity of the cat blurred at the end of the novel, which makes the readers have more suspense in reading, and attracts the readers to think about the deep meaning of the work. The vagueness of the cat's identity is to make the reader realize that its identity is not important, just as the novel heroine says "I want a kitty." when she didn't find the cat, she didn't want a particular cat, she just wanted something that will bring her spiritual comfort and satisfy her psychological needs. Therefore, the cat had a vital symbolism in the woman's eyes and in the novel as well: the heroine’s marriage relationship with her husband was not in harmony, she did not feel the husband's attention and love for her, so she took the cat as her symbol. On the other hand, as a woman, she also needed someone to care for, and the cat represents the object of her desire to care for. At the end of the novel, the maid sent a cat to the young American wife, as the innkeeper intended. If the novel's surface clue is that the heroine is thirsty to get and find a cat, the novel here has an ending, because the heroine did get a cat. But no reader regards it as a perfect ending, because we have no way of knowing the emotional dilemma between the heroine and her husband, the inner anxiety and feelings of the heroine will lead to, and so on, such problems become permanent mysteries for the reader to ponder and taste. We might even suspect that the couple's relationship in the story may be in greater crisis because of the cat sent by another man. This is the typical Hemingway-style "zero ending" -- the ending without resolving the conflict, readers can only rely on their own insight and imagination to understand the evolution of the hero and heroine's future life.[7] From the zero ending of Cat in the Rain we can also vaguely feel Hemingway's pessimistic attitude towards the gap between men and women caused by the opposition and difficulty in understanding each other. He presents the imperfection life to the readers, which prompts them to think and taste by themselves.  
Hemingway's early literary creation is the beginning of his "iceberg principle".  As a typical and special work, Cat in the Rain has always been the focus of literary discussion and research. This paper argues that the novel takes a unique female perspective to express a profound anti-war theme, the hiding cat struggled in the twilight rain and the people struggled in the ruins of human civilization after the end of World War I has a high degree of similarity,  but the struggle to change the present situation of the human society have no help, people still choose obedience and escape. After the end of World War I, the western society experienced four years of bloodshed, but the painful price did not change the world at all. People's hearts became more helpless, just like living in the "rain" and "dark night" of the turmoil. Therefore, both the loneliness of the cat and the loneliness of the woman in the novel should be regarded as the special expression of the confused state of human spirit after World War I. It is more thought-provoking to oppose war from the unique perspective of feminism. Throughout the whole work, whether it is the application of symbolism, the tragic aesthetic features or the creation and application of the "iceberg principle" with endless implication, Cat in the Rain can be regarded as the representative and excellent works in the author's early novels. 
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