[bookmark: _GoBack]Does the existence of Evil provide compelling evidence to support the claim that God does not Exist

To apply the word evil to all pain and suffering including and attributing its existence to God is extreme given that the definition in the dictionary (Merriam-Webster, 2022) is “a: the fact of suffering, misfortune, and wrongdoing, b: a cosmic evil force, 2: something that brings sorrow, distress, or calamity” a definition not applicable to minor pains and sufferings. In this instance, the question posed applies to all pain and suffering to include both moral Evil and natural Evil. In fact, the existence of God and Evil are not mutually exclusive as deducted by some theodicies. Interestingly, historically, “much philosophy of religion even today bears the imprint of the religious culture of mediaeval and early modern Europe, with its distinctive Greek philosophical roots.” (Harrison, 2019, pp. 20-31) and noted by Cordeiro-Rodrigues and Agada (2022, p.2), “The discipline of the Philosophy of Religion is in fact very much centred on the Western and, more specifically, Judeo-Christian tradition.” This excludes views from other religious and non-religious traditions whose perspectives may be completely different and may offer more plausible explanations. To address this, an aspect of Eastern philosophy will be considered which takes a different approach to the existence of evil. 
The traditional philosophical lineage questioning the existence of an omnipotent God that allows the existence of evil started with Epicurus (341BC – 270B), the earliest known philosopher, who deduced that if a God exists that is neither “willing nor able” to prevent evil then why should he be called God? This attributes God that full power and dominion over everything which when considered does not account for human nature which involves choices. It is not conceivable to have an omnipotent God overriding personal choices. Where would the line be drawn between good and evil? So, the question then becomes is it valid that the existence of God is dependent on the fact that evil exists? Some years later St Augustine (354AD – 430AD) questioned the existence of an omnipotent God, where evil existed. It tormented him until he formulated the idea of Free Will. In this way, it satisfied the belief that God created a perfect world, but humans were responsible for their actions. The fall from grace was through the actions of Adam and Eve who initiated original sin which could be atoned through following Jesus.  This theodicy is flawed in that it only covers the moral aspect of evil. What about naturally occurring events such as toothache or hurricanes or earthquakes?
[bookmark: _Int_vMN4eLuQ]What about Eastern traditions and their views on the existence of evil and the existence of God? A focus on Hinduism, which some sources hold as the oldest living religion is in India, “challenges [these] perceptions of evil, for this religion fails to dichotomize the polarities of good and evil. Hindu deities are not classified according to goodness; rather questions of goodness are addressed by karma. “(Willett, 2015). So, where the existence of evil is concerned, Hinduism accepts that everything in the universe is created equal, it just is but, recognise that evil is not good and so strive to being good. And so, there is understanding that balance must be maintained in the universe. This is achieved through karma which holds that for every action, either good or bad, there is a consequence. A consequence which can occur in this lifetime or the next, subjecting a person to continual rebirth until all karmic debt is paid. The concept of evil in Hinduism does not hold any Gods or deities responsible for the existence of evil and more so, they work with humans by encouraging them to become good people. This makes it difficult to theorise the existence of an all-powerful God alongside the existence of evil but instead offers an alternative concept that explains the existence of evil which to some may be far more palatable than accepting that a God exists who allows the existence of evil.
[bookmark: _Int_g65S7nmU][bookmark: _Int_OQRdMhEz]The Judeo-Christian theodicies all surmise the existence of God and any powers he/she/it may have but, without really knowing if God exists and what powers he/she/it might have, the question of the existence of evil alongside an all-powerful God will be eluded. The problem is demonstrated by Mackie by posing the following – If God is all powerful and God is good and benevolent then evil cannot exist, if God is good and benevolent and evil exists then God is not all powerful, and finally if evil exists and God is all powerful then God cannot be all good and benevolent. As can be seen with Western philosophy trying to apply logic to abstract ideas is impossible since, in this instance there can only be assumptions about the nature of God. On the other hand, “The Hindu perspective on evil and theodicy is informed by its unique, multifaceted and ultimately context-sensitive theology and on its unique beliefs in rebirth, reincarnation and karma” (Willett, 2015) although in some respects are abstract, has more credibility and application in the world. That evil exists alongside good equally but as humans we strive towards good with Gods that support our growth is a better rationale than the ever-convoluting theodicies of Western philosophy.
In summary, to make God responsible for allowing the existence of evil takes away accountability from the persons committing the acts of evil, e.g., the holocaust or acts of war. Everyone has free will, the ability to choose between doing good or evil. Natural disasters are occurrences which occur due to forces of nature. The concept of having an all-powerful being to shield the world from Evil, in the broader sense, has many implications such as in the finer detail of what constitutes evil? At what point does a minor act become evil? Is all evil bad or are there instances where the evil can lead to good? Such questions cannot be answered in the scope of this assignment but highlight the complexity of the question posed and cannot be categorically concluded with a yes or a no. However, by broadening the range of thinking by looking at traditions beyond Western philosophy reveals, in some instances, far more plausible explanations. 
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