A constitution is a set of fundamental principles or established precedents according to which a state or other organization is governed. It typically outlines the structure of government, the rights and responsibilities of citizens, and the powers of the government. Constitutions can be written or unwritten, formal or informal. 
Parliament, through the political and constitutional reform select committee of the House of Commons, has spent the entire fixed five-year term of the 2010 parliament examining the potential codification of the United Kingdom’s constitution. In partnership with a team from the Centre for Constitutional and Political Studies at King’s College London, led by Professor Robert Blackburn, a new magna carta? Was released, presenting three possible pathways for codification. Following a public consultation that leaned towards a written constitution, various opinions and ideas emerged regarding its potential content. Consensus remains elusive, leading to the decision to generate a simplified version for public consumption, containing an overview of current constitutional practices and references to proposed options. These alternatives, not exhaustive, aim to stimulate further debate and inform future decisions in 2015.
A general election campaign will extend until the end of the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta and potentially into a constitutional convention. This document will be prepared and waiting for our political leaders to use when they are prepared to offer the British people a codified constitution if they desire one.
Stephanie Boyce presented the results of our research on how the public views the rule of law. The study aimed to uncover public perceptions of the justice system. The research revealed that the public values the principle that laws should be applied equally to all individuals without bias towards any person or group. They emphasized the importance of following rules and opposed any actions that could sway the rules in favour of specific individuals. Stephanie concluded that the public's understanding of the rule of law is centered around the concept of fair play. The British populaces focus on upholding rules and ensuring fairness contributes to maintaining a proper balance between political and legal authority. In this balance, parliament creates laws, and the judiciary ensures their impartial application to all.
The UK has not found it necessary to codify its constitution due to the absence of significant historical events that would prompt such action. However, the UK’s constitution can be identified in key statues, traditions, court rulings, and agreements. For instance, constitutional statues like the bill of rights 1689 and acts of union 1707 and 1800, along with conventions like the appointment of the Prime Minister by the monarch based on house of commons confidence, embody the constitutional framework. The core principle of British constitutionalism is often seen as parliamentary sovereignty, granting parliament the ultimate authority to enact or repeal laws. Nevertheless, parliament can constrain its own authority, as evidenced by laws like the human rights act, or delegate legislative powers, as with the Scotland act. Additional fundamental concepts in the British constitution encompass the rule of law, the separation of powers, ministerial accountability to parliament, and judicial independence.
One of the main drawbacks of uncodified constitution is its complexity, making it harder to comprehend. Additionally, it is more easily amended compared to countries with written constitutions that have stricter amendment procedures. However, this flexibility has also led to significant changes in the UK system, including the removal of hereditary peers from the House of Lords, the introduction of the Human Rights Act, devolution to Scotland, Wales, and northern Ireland, and the establishment of the supreme court. The UK Constitution is overseen by various bodies like the Supreme Court, the House of Lords Constitution Committee, the Commons Public Administration and Constitutional Affairs Committee, the lord chancellor, and specific watchdogs such as the Judicial Appointments Commission and the Electoral Commission. 
Parliamentary sovereignty is a crucial aspect of the UK constitution, which grants parliament ultimate legal authority in the country. This means that parliament has the power to establish or revoke laws, with the courts typically unable to overturn its decisions. Additionally, no parliament can enact laws that cannot be altered by future parliamentary sovereignty stands as the cornerstone of the UK constitution.
Many people commonly believe that the UK has an unwritten constitution, but this is not completely accurate. While it may not be consolidated into a single document like the constitutions of the USA or Germany, significant portions of the UK constitution are indeed documented in the laws enacted by parliament, known as statute law. Hence, the UK constitution is more accurately described as being partially written and entirely uncodified.
A constitution establishes boundaries for the three branches of government- legislative, executive, and judiciary- to ensure a harmonious functioning and also outlines the rights of citizens which must be upheld by these branches.
The Human Rights Act is a key component of the UK’s constitution, outlining the rights of individuals and the duties of the state branches towards them. It plays a vital role in ensuring that people are treated with dignity, and respect, and free from discrimination according to established guidelines.
To comprehend Wales's constitutional setup, it is essential to grasp how power is distributed and jointly held within the United Kingdom. In the past, all power in the UK was held by the crown, with the belief in the divine right of kings giving the monarch both royal and political justification to rule, supposedly deriving authority directly from god. Nevertheless, as time has passed, the monarch’s authority has been segmented, distributed, and restricted in various manners.
A V Dicey originally defined parliamentary sovereignty as the right of parliament to create or abolish any law, with no entity allowed to override or ignore parliament’s legislation. Although the concept has evolved, it remains a cornerstone of the UK constitution.
According to John Finnis QC, John Larkin QC, and Jo Maugham QC, parliamentary sovereignty grants parliament the authority to pass laws, even if they violate international law. Sir Stephen Laws QC emphasized that deciding whether to breach international legal obligations is ultimately a political matter for parliament. While maintaining a consistent foreign policy is important, there may be exceptions where the government can justify and persuade parliament to enact legislation that deviates from usual practices.
Carwyn Jones questions the long-standing belief in parliamentary sovereignty in the UK, suggesting that as devolution has evolved, it may be worth re-examining whether this concept is truly as solid as it has been believed for the past century and a half. Unlike today, there was no clear definition of parliamentary sovereignty in statute law before the late Victorian era, and even then, it was never explicitly promoted until much later.
Following the glorious revolution, one might assume it aimed to uphold parliament’s rights against a strong monarchy, but the English Parliament ceased in 1707, taking its constitutional basis with it. The Treaty of Union did not suggest one parliament (Scotland’s) was absorbed by another (England’s). instead, a new parliament was created, without specifying if English parliamentary supremacy or Scottish popular sovereignty prevailed. It is generally assumed that English constitutional ideas were adopted by the new state and its parliament.
Could an excessive focus on parliamentary sovereignty be putting the future of the UK at risk? While this might seem like a minor issue compared to pressing challenges like environmental crises and the COVID-19 pandemic, the stability of the UK union is not something to ignore. There are clear concerns within the devolved nations of the UK. Will the UK survive in its current form, or could it end up as a smaller entity, composed only of England and Wales? To explore this question, we must delve into the complexities and issues surrounding parliamentary sovereignty and devolution.
In conclusion, parliamentary sovereignty remains a cornerstone of the British constitution, embodying the principle that parliament is the supreme legal authority, capable of enacting, amending, or repealing any law. Despite its significance, its scope  has evolved over time, especially in light of the UK’s membership in the European Union and the enactment of the Human Rights Act 1998. While these developments have introduced constraints on parliamentary sovereignty, such as the requirement to comply with EU law and respect fundamental rights, parliament’s authority remains intact, as it retains the power to repeal or amend these enactments.
Moreover, recent constitutional developments, such as the Brexit process and debates surrounding devolution, have underscored the resilience and adaptability of parliamentary sovereignty in the face of evolving political realities. However, ongoing discussions about the need for a written constitution, bill of rights, or a codified form of sovereignty reflect broader debates about modernizing and democratizing the UK’s constitutional framework. Ultimately, while parliamentary sovereignty continues to be a fundamental feature of the British constitution, its interpretation and application will continue to evolve in response to political, legal and societal changes, ensuring its relevance and vitality in the years to come.
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