Evaluate the reasons for and against for the return of the death penalty.


There's no denying it, when it comes to the death penalty it forces people's contentious side to emerge and really causes verbal disputes. This is due to the high velocity of controversy that the topic holds and really leaves individuals questioning their morals. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
In 1965 the UK revoked the highest form of punishment, which was the death penalty a justified, legal way of taking someone's life carried out by the state on an individual who passed the threshold to be convicted of such punishment. To some people revoking the death penalty was a sign of weakness shown from the government but although a lot of people supported it, many would argue that it could never be justified and taking someone's life does not make the situation better. On top of this wrongly convicted people who’ve been subjected to the death penalty is the highest reason why such a punishment would be removed. The highest form of punishment in the UK for the most heinous crimes is life in prison. 


In recent discussion within the houses of commons is whether we reintroduce capital punishment to the UK for certain crimes (Kentish.B 2018) “A Conservative MP has called on the government to reintroduce hanging for people who commit violent crimes.”  This is telling us that even after 50 years of the death penalty being abolished MPs are still calling for it to be reinstated, but for the most ‘violent crimes’ so where do we draw the line and decide which individuals are eligible for the Captial punishment? Of course not all political parties will agree with the decision to invoke such a punishment (Kentish.B 2018) Diane Abbott describes decision to drop Britain's blanket opposition death penalty as 'abhorrent' and 'shameful' in this video it shows labour MP calling on other members to abandon ideas of brining the death penalty back. This will cause massive debates within the house of commons and even in a wider environment as clearly not everyone has the same views on the death penalty. 
We know that in 1965 the UK abolished the death penalty, but it would need a lot of time, decisions and discussions as it was such a powerful punishment which had a lot of fans and a lot of enemies. a Private Member's Bill to suspend the death penalty, sponsored by the left-wing MP, Mr. Sydney Silverman, received Royal Assent. It was supported by the government and the Home Secretary (Abolition of capital punishment UK) this shows how the death penalty was removed. It shows how it started out of a private member's bill who clearly had a very fair point as it supported and sponsored by other MPs which on top of that received the royal accent and also the support of the home secretary. When it was put into vote within the house of commons on a free vote, the House voted by 343 to 185, a majority of 158, that the Murder (Abolition of Death Penalty) Act 1965, should not expire. Thus, the death penalty for murder was formally abolished. (abolition of capital punishment) this states that with parliament, government officials and the royal family all wanted to see the death penalty go. 


There's plenty of for and against the idea of the death penalty a big one is rehabilitation, so we ask our self's, can we cure a serial killer, rapist? would they be able to be rehabilitate many people would say they would be unable to do that so the death penalty is the right punishment. Also, to keep an individual in prison for a lifelong sentence would be a bigger financial strain to the UK economy, also when they get released from prison what stops them from committing a crime again.  The overall proven reoffending rate was 29.0% (department of justice,2017) this shows that almost a third of offenders once released go back out and commit crime, so this proves that prison sentences are not a deterrent and that some individuals are just not scared of spending time behind bars. This would be a possible argument for the reinstatement of the death penalty. 


Although many people would bring back the death penalty from the above statistics showing repeat offenders, would however have the same opinion and judgements if the death penalty wasn't such a deterrent as they may think. Global research by the United Nations and numerous academics has repeatedly shown this to be untrue. It’s also very hard to square a belief in the “deterrence effect” (Allen,2014). It would be hard to compare the recent statistics of repeat offenders in the current day and age to what we would have compared to 50+ years ago as there are many factors that would affect the results such as population, higher cases in mental health, increased cases of organised crime within society. So, it would be unfair to try and compare statistics and come up with irrational ideas that the death penalty was a deterrent. Therefore, this would be an argument against the reinstatement as not enough relevant statistics back up what it claims to do, which is to deter crimes from occurring. 


Overall looking at many sides of the arguments from browsing through statistics, newspaper articles and government sources my conclusion would be there isnt a firm stance on what argument is heavier for such a topic, there's advantages such as saving money, using legal ways of taking someone's life and also a deterrent for criminals within society, however further research is needed to make sure that in fact it was a deterrent. It also sparks massive debate ethically as many religious believers would be against the death penalty as they believe only God should take a life and we should not have the power to. So therefore, there is no solid argument on whether the majority are for or against the death penalty.
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