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The involvement of the slave trade in Wales
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                              Figure 1: In the above picture is African Slavers aboard a Welsh ship


For this module I am writing about the slave trade in Wales along with how it has impacted the history along with its industries and its development here in Wales and why it was one of the greatest crimes ever committed in history. 
In addition to this I will be explaining the reason why I have chosen to do this for my work and for my short film project in March.

I have chosen my work to be on the slave trade because I was inspired by the history and a lot of the true stories and books about the behind the scenes crimes and atrocities committed from slavery, I have also watched a lot of inspirational films and documentaries on them. In addition, quite recently I have watched a documentary on the slave trade in Wales by Sean Fletcher, (Wales and slavery-the untold story, 2007) and from watching that documentary it had inspired me to do this topic for my work and for my short film because it is a topic not talked about or taught much in Wales and from this quite shockingly not many people know about the slave trade links and the benefits that were gained in Wales as I believe it would come across as shock to many. Furthermore, as I did not realise, we have a lot of history about the slave trade in Wales as it is most often seen as an association with English history through the ports of Bristol and Liverpool. (Slavery and the British transatlantic slave trade – The National Archives, undated)

Along with why I have chosen to do this for my short film, I have chosen to do this topic because black history and the slave trade inspired me from my own lack of knowledge. I have a gained a very high interest in it as well from learning a lot about the history in itself, there were a lot of great crimes committed in connection to Wales about the slave trade and a lot of brutality went on which not many welsh citizens know about today. A lot of black men, women and children were brutally murdered, trafficked, beaten, raped, and sold off as slaves. Many of them were not seen as human and many were treated inhumanely like animals and many were cruelly whipped to death or even battered badly to the point, they were left on the ground to struggle and left to die. Could you imagine how horrific and petrifying that must have been. It was a very dark time and a sad part of history we have here in Wales but also the slave trade shaped a lot of industries and the whole British economy today, like for example sugar, cotton, copper, and tobacco were all big industries during the time of the slave trade but sugar and copper were one of the biggest trades of all time across Britain. (Slave trade and the British economy, undated) This is why I want to tell a short story on one of the welsh slavers and their story in Wales from the slave trade for my short film and hopefully educate people on it as well. 

For that reason, it has also inspired me to do the slave trade because of my Welsh and African roots as my dad is mixed race and was born in Ghana. This has also inspired me to do the slave trade because I find black history very interesting and personal as I get very drawn and curious learning about the history of it, and It shocked me to know that we have a lot of history about it here in Wales, which I did not know of.
There are many people that have been commemorated and even celebrated in Wales that have had profited directly or indirectly from the Atlantic slave trade. From a recent audit issued by the welsh government, a list of 201 people who were associated with Wales or commemorated and have links to the slave trade. Whereas the amount of black people who are commemorated in Wales is only six people in eight instances during the course of a two thousand year black presence in Wales. (The Slave trade and the British Empire, An Audit of Commemoration in Wales, 2020) 
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Figure 2: In the above picture is a man called Richard Pennant

A key person of interest and who has been celebrated in Wales is Richard Pennant, as seen in the above picture he is the first Baron Penrhyn, born in 1737 in Gwynedd and died in 1808 he is known for being a staunch anti-abolitionist MP. What many people do not know is that Richard Pennant was also a Welsh slave trade owner though he was an absentee owner and never actually voyaged to his plantations in Jamaica.  The Pennants were a wealthy family and Richard Pennant was the owner of the Penrhyn estate which is situated in North Wales where he gained a lot of his fortunes from slave plantations in Jamaica and it was crucial to his development of the slate industry and Penrhyn castle. In Jamaica there is still a village community which still exists to this day called the Pennants village where most ancestors from slaves now live and who have also kept the surname from when slave owners have given them their name hundreds of years ago. Back in the eighteenth century, Jamaican sugar fields were worked by hundreds of slaves and Richard Pennant invested substantially in the estate back in Wales using money generated by the sugar and rum from his family’s Jamaican plantations.
[bookmark: _Hlk60582313] In North Wales he developed a unified industrial slate quarry and industry on a remarkably huge scale. He built roads and rail links to connect the quarry to the port. Furthermore, Richard Pennant had the purpose for building the port to allow him to ship his slate anywhere across the globe which would have made him tremendously wealthy all from the trafficking of human life. He would have also built some of the ships as well possibly even repaired by some slaves to save costs of hiring other ships to ship his slate. Remarkably Richard Pennants slate industry is still one of the largest in the world today and he was also known as Richard the Improver, to give back to Wales he would have helped, and he would have done by planting over 600,000 trees in the area. Interestingly there’s also reference in letters by Pennant which he would have sent to his estate managers from Wales to Jamaica that the slaves were to be treated well although this is unclear whether or not he is concerned about their wellbeing or he is concerned about his property investments, by 1790 Richard Pennant had gained recognition for his port and it would become an established harbour of Penrhyn and it would have transported a lot of the slate over to the capital London and also transported to other ports such as Bristol, Liverpool and Ireland.  (The Welsh slave owner and anti-abolitionist MP Richard Pennant, 2015) 
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  Figure 3: In the above picture is a man copper sheathing to protect ships from worm rot, and algae.

In addition to Richard Pennant there were many other slave traders of that time, who were rich and in power that benefited greatly from the slave trade, like Benjamin Aislabie who was an English merchant and slave plantation owner and James Scarlet first Baron who also carried out many slave trades with Jamaica.( Slave plantations with surrey connections, undated) There were a lot more industries that you wouldn’t necessarily know were involved or benefited from slavery too, for example in Britain there were industries in high demand for copper, coffee, cotton, rum and sugar, and they would have brought in a lot of revenue for Britain all from the use of slaves.(Britain and the Caribbean, undated) In relation to Wales one of the biggest industries to benefit from the slave trade would have been the copper industry. Copper was a big industry in Swansea, it also capitalised on the trade in humans. In the mid eighteenth century Wales would have been the world centre of copper and brass production. Copper was significantly used as a decorative or domestic material for things such as pans, pots and for personal use. (Slavery and copper, undated) Copper would have been massively essential in enabling traders to buy slaves due to the demand on the ships need for protective copper sheeting on their hulls to protect them from structural damage brought upon from teredo worm on the Caribbean shores. (Copper sheathing an example of technological diffusion in the English merchant fleet, 1971 p85) In addition owners of the Welsh copper industry continued to use slaves long after its abolition to rake in profits. Richard Pennant even stated the banning of slave trafficking in Africa would be an economic disaster as so many different industries throughout Britain had a financial stake involved in the trafficking of humans. (The Welsh slave owner and anti- abolitionist MP Richard Pennant, 2015)  
In conclusion the Atlantic slave trade benefitted Wales greatly and shaped in part of modern Wales today, where this may be community growth infrastructure and industry prevalence from both indirect and direct links to slavery. The effects of slavery were still felt up to present day even though slavery was officially abolished in 1833 due to the government reimbursing the owners of slaves it took the British taxpayers 182 years to pay off as in todays money at current inflation it is a value just shy of three billion pounds. This means the descendants of slaves themselves were mostly unknowingly paying for their own ancestor’s freedoms as the debt was not paid off fully shockingly until 2015. (Barrie J, Cork T 2018)
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