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Research Proposal
 
Introduction  

Over recent months there has been a lot of debate and media coverage over single use disposable items such as plastic carrier bags and disposable coffee cups (Fitzgerald, 2017).  In August 2017 Kenya introduced the world’s toughest plastic bag ban, which is enforced with serious and harsh punishments:  

A ban on plastic carrier bags has come into force in Kenya, which means that anyone found selling, manufacturing or carrying them could face fines of up to $38,000 or prison sentences of up to four years (BBC News, 2017).
   
Kenya brings in world's toughest plastic bag ban: four years jail or $40,000 fine (The Guardian, 2017).  

In 2016, in a bid to reduce waste and tackle climate change, the French government made the decision to ban disposable cups and plates by 2020.  The single use coffee cup is also an issue and under the spot light in the United Kingdom (UK) (Themps, 2016).  Members of Parliament on the Environmental Audit Committee have recommended that the Government introduce a so called “latte levy” in the form of a 25p charge on disposable coffee cups bought by customers.  A further recommendation includes, if all single use coffee cups are not made recyclable by 2023, they should be banned in the UK altogether (Gabbatiss, 2018).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Background 
 
The coffee industry in the UK is quickly growing and a large percentage of all coffee and warm drinks are sold in disposable cups.  There are more than four times as many coffee shops throughout the UK as there were in 2000 with 1 in 5 UK residents visiting a coffee shop every day.  Despite the high street being swamped with coffee shops, coffee and warm drinks are also widely available in the UK’s supermarkets, petrol stations and fast food restaurants.  Disposable coffee cups are made from paper and lined with plastic to make them waterproof.  The plastic lining within the cup cannot be removed by most recycling facilities and once used the paper part of the cup is usually contaminated by the contents, causing the cup to be unrecyclable.  2.5 billion disposable cups are used and thrown away every year in the UK, but only 1 in 400 are recycled, and approximately 500,000 cups are littered every day causing damage to the UK’s environment.  Most UK residences mistakenly think that the disposable cups are widely recycled, and dispose of them in recycling bins.  This consumer confusion displays that retailers are failing to educate their customers about this issue (Environmental Audit Committee, 2017).  

Research Question  

H0: UK residents are aware of the environmental damaged caused by the disposable coffee cup.

H0A: UK residents are not aware of the environmental damaged caused by the disposable coffee cup. 

Research Method 

Research will be undertaken by designing and distributing a survey/ questionnaire.  A detailed paper will subsequently be produced using the analysed data from the survey. 
  
Timeline 

The following timeline will be adhered to and used as a guide: 

Review of literature – 8 weeks
Research element/ survey/ questionnaire – 12 weeks
Analysis – 4 weeks
Production of paper - 6 weeks
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