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Art Analysis:
[image: ]Figure one
Above figure one shows the image of a black-figure lekythos believed to be from Athens around 500-475BC and atributed to the painter Diosphos. The image shows three human figures, two males and one female, a many headed monster and a small crab in the middle of a fight. This lekythos is currently on display in the Department of Greek, Etruscan and Roman Antiquities at the Louvre Museum in France.
Just from looking at the image we can identify two of the human figures present, Athene and Herakles. On the left we can see a typical portrayal of Athene being shown. She has the normal full-length robe expected of a virgin Goddess, a large spear typically Athene's weapon of choice, the large customarily Athenian helmet and the aegis carried by either herself or Zeus exclusively making her easily identifiable. She appears to be supporting the figure in front of her with her left hand reaching out towards them. The identity of the hooded figure standing, in a somewhat lunging pose, next to the Goddess on the right can also be easily identified, due to the lion skin cloak and club held in their hand, as Herakles. Below Herakles a small crustacean can be seen. Due to the size and pincer like arms we may assume it to be a crab. Herakles is grabbing with his free hand one of the many heads of what appears to be a monster. Due to the snake like quality of said heads and the fact that there are nine of them we can assume the monster shown represents the Lernean Hydra.[footnoteRef:7963] [7963:  Theoi 2000-2017] 

There is however another figure who cannot be so easily identified within the image. On the opposite side of the lekythos facing Herakles on the right of the Hydra there appears to be what we can confidently identify as a male figure, due to the military like attire and pronounced muscles shown, also assisting in the fight against the Hydra. Due to the figures we have already been able to successfully identify we can assume that the lekythos has been decorated with a scene from Herakles' second labor. In order to identify the mystery figure we can investigate the literery descriptions of the myth variations within literature outlining Herakles' twelve labors. Within Hesiod's Theogony he names, "warlike Iolaus" as assisting Herakles against the Hydra.[footnoteRef:3953] The figure in the image certainly fits the description of "warlike" with not just a sword but a dagger on their person making it possible that we can identify them as being Iolaus the famed Theban hero and nephew of Herakles.[footnoteRef:31014] Iolaus is frequently painted as part of this scene elsewhere in art. For example, in figure two attributed to the Eagle Painter from around 525BC both Herakles and Iolaus can be seen fighting a nine headed Hydra. Given that he is normally expected to be present in this scene we can identify the right most human figure to be young Iolaus. [3953:  Hesiod, Theogony: 316-317]  [31014:  Kearns, E. 2015] 
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Figure two. 
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