Police Powers – Scenarios- Public Law 

Johnny having just left the pub after attending a friends Birthday party, entered his car and began his drive home. On his way home, he was stopped by police who informed him that he needed to pull over. Having complied with the officer. Johnny was placed in handcuffs and searched, he was not informed of the grounds for the search or the officers details. Johnny was not cautioned. The police officer found nothing on him, but placed in into the back of the police car. Johnny was then taken 100 miles away to a police station, despite the fact that there was one 14 miles away from the area. Upon arrival at custody, he was met by the custody officer, who requested a search of the suspect. Then Johnny was taken to a cell. He was not informed of his rights whilst in custody. In the morning he was interview from 9am – 5pm without a break. 

Discuss whether the Police have acted within their powers. 








Layla a young adult with learning difficulties, was shopping in Primark when the security saw her place a top and shorts set into her bag. The security called the police and upon the polices arrival, Layla was searched after being informed by the police officer of the grounds for the search. She was not informed of the officers information. The police recovered the set and informed Layla that she was under arrest for attempted shoplifting, Layla was cautioned and placed in handcuffs.  Upon arrival at the police station she did not meet the custody officer and was not informed of her rights. She was taken to a cell. She was placed in the cell for a total of 9 hours, she did not have appropriate adult present. Then she was taken into an interview room without a solicitor or an appropriate adult. The interview was not recorded. After the interview has concluded, she is met by the custody officer who informs her that she will be released pending further investigation. 

Have the police breached their powers?





