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This is a brief summary of Marcus Valerius Martialis. A Roman poet, born in Bilbilis Northeast Spain. He was born sometime between 38 AD and 41AD, died sometime between 101 AD and 104 AD. 
Martial was in his late twenties when he moved to Rome. [footnoteRef:1] It is believed his time in Rome went from the death of Vespasian 79AD to the accession of Trajan 98AD. This was when he then returned to Spain. [footnoteRef:2] [1:  The Oxford Encyclopaedia of Ancient Greece and Rome, Michael Gagarin.]  [2:  Pg 216, Rome in the Ancient Rome, David Potter.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Martial was best known for his 12 books of Epigrams, which were published between 86 AD and 102AD, these consisted of between 1,175 to 1,500 poems, different sources come up with different numbers of poems in them. [footnoteRef:3] His poems seem to mostly be about “the upper -  class”, he tends to pick holes in the elite Roman person, and that appearances can be deceptive. [footnoteRef:4]  [3:  The Oxford Encyclopaedia of Ancient Greece and Rome, Michael Gagarin.]  [4:  Pg 216, Rome in the Ancient Rome, David Potter.] 

The years in Rome before his first publications, it is thought that he must of somehow, started being widely acclaimed and rewarded through his occasional verse and panegyrics, of the rich and powerful. As in 80 AD he wrote a book of epigrams on important public events, this included the opening games for a new amphitheatre, this is probably when Titus gave him the ius trium liberorum, which was an honour confirmed by Domitian.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The Oxford Classical Dictionary (4ed), edited by Simon Hornblower, Antony Spawforth, Ester Edidinow.] 

When Martial came to Roman, he was supported by the most celebrated Spaniard, Seneca the younger. It is also believed that property in Nomentum, and the neighbouring estate of Quintus Ovidius, where given to Martial as gifts from Seneca.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  The Oxford Classical Dictionary (4ed), edited by Simon Hornblower, Antony Spawforth, Ester Edidinow.
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 ] 

In around 98AD Martial returned to Spain, where he remained until his death. 
















