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Changes in Education are never entirely accepted, since 1840 there have been various changes in Education, some of which have not been implemented into the academic world because of the contrasting opinions toward them.  The main issues of this scrapbook are the Welsh language, specifically the role of the Welsh Language Act 1993 and its influence on the battle for the maintenance of the Welsh language, and the implementation of ‘education for all’, particularly focusing on the Butler Act of 1944. Both Acts continue to face disparity in achieving their goals.

Contested issue 1: The Welsh Language
The issue of the Welsh language in education has seen significant changes since 1840. The Welsh Language has always been marginalised in education, for example using the Welsh Not in the 19th Century and early 20th Century to discourage children from using Welsh at school. According to felinfach, “following the union of Wales with England in the mid sixteenth century, the speaking of Welsh in court became illegal”. The Welsh Not was used in schools until around the 1870s. The Welsh language has come a long way since this, however, there are many issues still surrounding the implementation of Welsh medium in schools in the same way as English. The contested issue of the Welsh language plays a crucial role in ensuring that the Welsh culture remains untouched. The Welsh Government (2012, p. 4) notes that the history of Wales is incredible and thus, the use of the Welsh in daily life for some individuals is confirmation of the importance of Welsh medium. This section of the scrapbook will be discussing the importance The Welsh Language Act 1993 played on ensuring Welsh- mediums were used in schools across Wales and the influence of opinions of legislation. 

The Welsh Language Act 1993
The Welsh Language Act 1993 established the notion that “Welsh and English languages should be treated equally in conduct of public business in Wales” (LawWales, 2020). This Act has had a powerful influence on the use of Welsh medium across Wales, and for it to be applied in schemes and provision where it was necessary and needed. The Welsh language Act 1993 helped to:
1) Improve equality of Welsh and English languages: 
The Welsh Language Board (1993) states that the Act “established the principle that in Wales the English and Welsh languages should be treated on a basis of equality”. By implementing the use of Welsh in classrooms and education in general, the Welsh Language Act helped to create diversity. According to Maya-Martinez (2022, para 1) to support diversity and equality, the Cabinet Office has promised to handle the English and Welsh languages as equal.
2) Place an emphasis of the importance of Welsh on public bodies: 
According to Gov.uk, The Welsh Language Act 1993 “places a duty on every public body providing services to the public in Wales to prepare a scheme setting out how it will provide those services in Welsh”. This emphasises the shear importance of implementing Welsh in their schemes. Thie Welsh Language Act 1993 has created an environment where public bodies have started to recognise the importance of Welsh medium. 

	

Key Periods of the Welsh Language in education (History of the Welsh language)
[image: ]19th Century (Welsh Not): In the 19th Century the use of the Welsh Language in schools became illegal and was banned from schools across Wales. At this time, due to the repression of Welsh-medium, the ‘Welsh Not’ became apparent and English became the dominant language in the UK. The Welsh Not was used to prevent students from speaking Welsh. If they did not adhere to this rule, “a small piece of wood or slate inscribed with the letters ‘W.N was hung around the neck of the child who was caught speaking Welsh” (Peoples Collection Wales, 2010). This small piece of wood deterred pupils from using the Welsh language in classrooms. It is also likely that if a child had been caught speaking Welsh, they would refrain from doing so again, because of the embarrassment brought along with the ‘Welsh Not’. The Welsh Not was implemented in education boards for years before it finally got banned in 1967, when the Welsh Language Act overruled it, “it gave rights, albeit limited, that allowed people to use the Welsh language in legal proceedings in Wales” (Maya-Martinez, para 4). 
20th Century: In the 20th Century there was a rise in Welsh Language movements that were advocating for the implementation of Welsh-Medium schools in Wales. For example, Cymdeithas yr laith who “believe that the education system should ensure all young people become Welsh speakers by the time they leave school” they also believe in the importance of young people having access to “local Welsh-medium education”. 

Supporters and Opponents 
As stated at the beginning of this scrapbook, there are many contrasting views towards the Welsh language and its implementation into schools across Wales. The Welsh Language Act “places a duty on everybody providing services to the public in Wales to prepare a scheme setting out hot it will provide those services in Welsh” (Gov.uk) many individuals across Wales have different opinions on this. This part of the scrapbook will discuss the reasons for these opinions. 
Supporters:
The Welsh Language Society (Cymdeithas yr laith) was the main support of this Act when it first came into place, they emphasised the importance of speaking Welsh in schools and in the workplace. Cymdeithas yr laith were also one of the reasons the Welsh language Act came into play.
Plaid Cymru is a “political party that has sought self-government for Wales and worked for the protection and promotion of Welsh language, culture, and traditions (Broughton, D, para 1). Plaid Cymru is a supporter of the Welsh Language Act. Although, Plaid Cymru helped move along the 1967 Act to remove restrictions on the Welsh Language, promoting Welsh in schools and in daily life for people across Wales.
The Labour party was in support of the 1993 Welsh Language Act as it had a focus in bilingualism in Wales. However, Plaid Cymru, has “criticised Labour Welsh governments lack of ambition and commitment towards reaching the 1 million Welsh speakers target by 2025”. 
Opponents: 
Although there are a lot of contrasting opinions with parents about Welsh in schools, there seems to be a lot of negative views towards this issue. Some parents have argued that “Welsh is a primitive and barbaric language” and if a child was to learn “Welsh as a first or second language it will make learning other languages, such as English, more difficult” (Why Welsh, para 2). This is a fair argument because Welsh is a difficult language to learn, however “children form neural connections at a rapid pace, which makes learning new languages easier” (Tessa International School, para 3), therefore this argument is flawed. 
Why is this an important issue?
There are many reasons why this issue is hugely important, not just in Wales, but also globally. The issue of the Welsh language coincides with the issue of maintaining the Welsh national identity and culture. The Welsh language is a minority language which implies the Welsh future depends on the availability of education through the medium of Welsh. For Decades, the Welsh language has been oppressed, and the English language has taken over, many seeing English as vastly more important. The removal of the Welsh language imposed other people’s culture on a whole country, Wales. This is not right. The Welsh should have their own culture that goes alongside the English Culture.  According to Visit Wales (date: unknown), Welsh “has spent 4,000 years evolving, it is Britain’s oldest language. It is vital that the Welsh language stays alive, not only because of its remarkable history, but also because “Welsh is at the heart of our modern Welsh identity” (Gov.uk, date unknown). Here are some other reasons why the maintenance of the Welsh Language is important: 
1) The revival of Welsh
 The revival of Welsh has not only benefited speakers of that language: it is used as a model and inspiration by communities around the world as they speak to protect and revive their own minority tongues (Griffiths, 2021, para. 8)
This deepens the importance of this contested issue; if the Welsh language continues to grow and succeed in the future, this minority language could develop into something vast beyond the imagination, also meaning the minority who speak the Welsh language are included and do not feel inferior to those who speak English.


       
	



2) Benefits of Bilingualism 
Research shows that there are many benefits of bilingualism, according to Carmarthenshire County Council “bilingualism strengthens cognitive abilities, and they are more likely to be more open-minded” 
3) Community
The Welsh Language and culture are at the heart of Wales. It is vital that the Welsh language continues to thrive so that the people of Wales can coincide with each other, continuing to find a sense of longing and community, and passion for their culture and the language.


















Contested Issue 2: Education Act 1944 (Butler Act)
[image: ]The Education Act 1944 is seen as a great piece of legislation in the history of education. “The 1944 education Act created educational opportunities for all children, it set the school leaving age at 15 years old and introduced free secondary schools” (BBC, para 1). This meant no matter the environment in which an individual grew up in, education was now regularly available, instead of previously only being available to those who could afford it. The Act brought in the Tripartite system to Wales. According to Trueman, C.  “This put schools into three types: grammar, technical and secondary modern”, to which students were put into based on their “performance in the eleven plus exam”. This Act brought in many factors of education that are still apparent in modern day education, however there are still parts of it that are deemed as contested. 
There are various reasons as to why this Act is contested with many individuals. One of the reasons strains from the notion that the Tripartite System is unfair.  According to UK Parliament “the plans for post-war secondary education in Britain aimed to remove the inequalities which remained within the education system” however, Gleeson states that the Tripartite system creates “class divide”. This is a reasonable argument because if an individual was in middle class, it is likely they would end up in Grammar schools, subsequently “the working class then attended secondary moderns”, meaning there was a lack of equality. Individuals in middle-class areas would be more able to afford a tuition, and the extra help required in order to pass the 11+ which meant they had an advantage over poorer areas. 
[image: ]Another reason this Act is flawed for many individuals is the fact that the Tripartite System relies on the 11+ exam. This is an issue for many as “pupils intelligence level was not fixed at 11, late developers missed out on the opportunity to get into a grammar school and sit exams” (revise sociology). Achieving good grades in the 11+ exam had a great benefit on children (bofa) however “failing the 11+ might make the child feel like they are inferior in comparison to their peers”. Also, teachers and parents and subsequent employers might look down on those that have failed this test and class them as incapable.exampapersplus.co.uk











Supporters and Opponents
There were/are lots of opinions toward the works of the Butler Act 1944. This part of the scrapbook will be discussing some of the supports and opponents of the Act and their ranging views in what they believe is important. 
Supporters:
Many individuals supported the work of the Butler Act, some of whom included:
According to the biography of the Archbishop of Canterbury, William Temple, “Archbishop Temple was a driving force for the Education Act 1944, which provided free education for all children”. He believed that every individual had rights to education that would enable them to contribute to society. Another supporter of the Butler Act 1944 was Winston Churchill
According to the University of Kent “Although the Education Act 1944 was steered through Parliament by RAB butler, a conservative Minister, it was implemented by Labours first women Education Minister, Ellen Wilkinson”. This shows that this Act was supported by both major political parties of the time, implying that it is an important contested issue.


Opponents:
In modern day education, schools have evolved from the Tripartite System into comprehensive schools. Comprehensive schools have no 11+ test meaning pupils of all abilities can attend. According to comprehensivefuture “a test taken at 10 is unreliable and is not an accurate indicator of a child’s future academic attainment”. A test at age 11 to determine a child’s future in the world of academia is not an accurate measure of their full potential.














Reference List
BBC (date: unknown) Rebuilding the country after 1945. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zsd68mn/revision/4 (Accessed: 19/01/2025)
Broughton, D. (2024) Plaid Cymru. Available at: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Plaid-Cymru (Accessed 16/01/2025)
Comprehensivefuture (2022) Facts about the 11+ and grammar schools. Available at: https://comprehensivefuture.org.uk/key-facts-11-plus/#:~:text=Fact%3A%20The%2011%2Dplus%20test%20isn't%20fair&text=A%20test%20taken%20at%2010,on%20their%20eventual%20GCSE%20results. Accessed 12/01/2025)
Cymdeithas yr laith (2003) What is Cymdeithas yr laith? Available at: https://cymdeithas.cymru/what-is-cymdeithas-yr-iaith (Accessed: 17/01/2025)
Estyn Annual Report. (2023) The Welsh language in education and training. Available at: The Welsh language in education and training – Adroddiad Blynyddol | Annual Report (Accessed: 12/01/2025)
Felinfach (2024) Welsh Not- A Form of Punishment. Available at: https://www.felinfach.com/pages/welsh-not-welsh-knot?srsltid=AfmBOoo24b7ZYrTEsfrPYo4VZF37dz1bEVzys81zqxK7C4PICm4DJtDV (Accessed: 21/01/2025)
Gleeson, S. (2016) The Tripartite System. Available at https://getrevising.co.uk/grids/selection-policies-the-tripartite-system (Accessed 13/01/2025)
Griffiths, J. (2021) Why the revival of Welsh became a model for minority languages across the globe. Available at: Why the revival of Welsh became a model for minority languages across the globe (Accessed: 23/12/2024)
LawWales [GOV] (2020) Welsh Language Act 1993. Available at: https://law.gov.wales/culture/welsh-language/welsh-language-act-1993 (Accessed: 10/01/2025)
Maya-Martinez, M. (2022) Welsh language: A national treasure. Available at: https://civilservice.blog.gov.uk/2022/07/19/welsh-language-a-national-treasure/ (Accessed 17/01/2025)
Peoples Collection Wales. (2010) ‘Welsh Not’ from Garth School, Bangor. Available at: https://www.peoplescollection.wales/items/7689#?xywh=-1%2C-9%2C751%2C492 (Accessed 12/01/2025)
Revise sociology. (2016) Tripartite System. Available at https://revisesociology.com/tag/tripartite-system/#:~:text=Criticisms%20of%20the%201944%20Education,were%20effectively%20labelled%20as%20failures. (Accessed 24/01/2025)
Tessa International School. (2022) Why Do Children Learn Languages Faster than Adults? Available at: https://tessais.org/children-learn-languages-faster-adults/#:~:text=Babies%20and%20children%20form%20neural,accent%20of%20a%20native%20speaker. (Accessed 1/01/2025)
The Welsh Government. (2012) A living language: a language for living – Moving forward (Policy Statement). Available at: www.wales.gov.uk/welshlanguage (Accessed: 10/01/2025)
University of Kent (2017) Education Act 1944. Available at www.landmarks.com (Accessed: 14/01/2025)
Welsh Language Board. (1993) Welsh Language Schemes: Their preparation and approval in accordance with the Welsh Language Act 1993. Available at: https://www.welshlanguagecommissioner.wales/media/mh2pssy3/welsh-language-schemes-their-preparation-and-approval-in-accordance-with-the-welsh-language-act-1993.pdf (Accessed: 12/01/2025)


image4.png




image5.png




image1.png
CONTESTED ISSUES IN
EDUCATION IN WALES: A
SCRAPBOOK

1840-NOW

BETHAN THOMAS





image2.jpeg




image3.png




