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The Identity of the Samurai at War: Changing Identities from the End of the Sengoku Jidai to the Kyoto Renaissance – Research Proposal by Henry Gillson – Gant 1600129

Preface 
The aim of this research and dissertation is to Samurai Warfare. This process is to look at Japanese society, particularly the warrior class known as the Samurai. The time period is specified, starting from the end of the Sengoku Jidai in 1603 to the height of the Kyoto Renaissance form 1640 till 1660[footnoteRef:1]. There will be a consideration for both the ideological identity, as well of the contextual identity of the Samurai in this period. The central theme will be the transformation and understanding of samurai warfare from a personal vendetta to the heart of the soul.  [1:  Yamamoto, K. and Wakichi, S, The Sword Scroll, (United States: Creative Space Publishing, 2014), p. 4. ] 

Research aims and Questions:  
The decision to tackle this ambitious piece of research for a degree scheme with no relation to Asian Studies was not taken likely. The field chosen is an interest that as an author and as a student needs to be explored to its full potential as it is indeed an ambition to pursue a research career in this field. 
Recently, at least in the last twenty years, there has been an explosion of research into the samurai. Up until the late 1980s, very little occurred research occurred in Britain to the Second World War as many of the ideals perpetuated and used by the samurai became synonymous with the war crimes of the Imperial Japanese Army[footnoteRef:2].  Writers tended to avoid the subject so as not to draw controversy to their early careers[footnoteRef:3]. More recently in current affairs, the resurfacing of the conservative movement in Japan has drawn the interest of the younger generations to understand the ideals of the samurai and how the Abe Administration is using them to redefine their nation[footnoteRef:4]. It is in part due to this political narrative for this research[footnoteRef:5].  [2:  Turnball. S, The Samurai Source Book, (London: Cassell and Co, 2002), p. 7. ]  [3:  Ibid., p. 7. ]  [4:  Sugimoto. Y, An Introduction to Japanese Society, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011), p. 25.  ]  [5:  Ibid., p. 8. ] 

The period in question sees a miraculous transformation. At the end of the Sengoku Jidai, the Samurai class had just emerged from one hundred years of war[footnoteRef:6]. Yet within another fifty, they had gone from warriors to a class of self-reflection, rebuilding their identity[footnoteRef:7]. The research questions of which there are four reflect and hopefully will answer how this occurred.  [6:  Cleary. T, Training the Samurai Mind, (London and Boston: Shamballa, 2008), p.  3. ]  [7:  Ibid., p. 4. ] 

1. What was the drive for the Samurai to change from Warriors to protectors of culture with a focus on their attitude for war? 
2. How did the samurai’s perception of war change after the Sengoku Jidai? 
3. How important was the Kyoto Renaissance to the modern understanding of Samurai identity? 
4. How samurai martial skills still perpetuate today in Modern Japanese Society?  
The first question will be addressed by understanding the end of the Sengoku Jidai and how the end began the push for change within the Samurai Class. The second which can be answered within the same context as the first but must also consider the context of society. The third question will consider the wider significance of the Kyoto Renaissance within Japanese Society and attitudes to war and identity whilst also underpinning the importance to the Samurai. The fourth question is rather self-explanatory, to eventually come to an outcome the influence on a modern day must be considered. It is this very influence that alters the historiography considerably.  

There are three principle aims: 
1. To develop one's understanding of the History of the Samurai to the level good enough to be able to pursue it at a postgraduate level. 
2. To accomplish a piece of research worthy of a Bachelor of Arts based on the Samurai to satisfy the interest that has sparked this piece of research in the first place.   
3. To understand the change in the culture of the Samurai through primary sources rather than the numerous secondary sources to be used in this piece of research.  
These aims are to be reflected throughout the dissertation process. They will indeed have a reflection on the outcome of the dissertation. 
Literary Review 
The historical perspective of this dissertation will be based on three primary texts. Three treatises by prominent samurai and what has been determined to be authoritative by various Japanese writers and Scholars. This literary review will cover these three principle texts. Any secondary or other primary source material will be used to illustrate the larger debates created by the texts themselves. They are to be used as and when needed. 
Secrets of the Japanese Art of Warfare form The School of Certain Victory by Tom Cleary 
The first of the primary sources are the combined papers of Yamamoto Kansuke (1501 – 1561) on his seminal work known as the School of Certain Victory[footnoteRef:8]. The papers themselves reflect on the ideals and principles that are stereotypical of the Samurai; Honour, loyalty and duty to your master[footnoteRef:9]. The School of Certain Victory is warfare centric paying little attention to ordinary life as it is written during the final bloody decades of the Sengoku Jidai[footnoteRef:10].  [8:  Cleary. T, Secrets of the Japanese Art of Warfare: From the School of Certain Victory, (Tokyo: Tuttle Publishing, 2012) p. 7. ]  [9:  Ibid., p. 7. ]  [10:  Ibid., p. 14. ] 

The aim of Kansuke’s philosophy is to only engage in an action that is certain to be successful, he uses everyday life and how it can be used to be constantly ready for a battle[footnoteRef:11].  [11:  Ibid., p. 15. ] 

The Collected Scrolls of Natori Ryu by Natori Masazumi    
Masazumi wrote The Collected Scrolls at a time when the status of Samurai was beginning its decline[footnoteRef:12]. Since the Sengoku Jidai there had been no more wars, the Tokugawa Shogunate had instilled a central government employing Samurai as administrators rather than warriors[footnoteRef:13]. Masazumi by this time had recognised the change of occupation meant the degradation of skills necessary to make war[footnoteRef:14]. The forgetting of martial prowess in exchange for prowess with pen and ink. The scrolls are his preservation who Unlike Kansuke, discuss the matter of morality, religion, general behaviour rather than just tactics[footnoteRef:15].     [12:  Cummins, A. and Minami, Y, The Book of Samurai: Book 1: Fundamental Teachings in The Collected Scrolls of Natori Ryu, (London: Watkins Media, 2015), p. 12.   ]  [13:  Ibid., p. 14. ]  [14:  Ibid., p. 14. ]  [15:  Ibid., p. 15. ] 

The Book of the Five Rings by Miyamoto Musashi 
This work is often heralded as the greatest samurai treatise that was ever written. The Book of the Five Rings by Miyamoto Musashi is a philosophical treatise on a method of fighting and conduct in battle[footnoteRef:16]. He primarily uses the image of two weapons as an extension of the body[footnoteRef:17]. The mood is self-reflection, how a man may improve himself based on past mistakes and behaviour rather than victory[footnoteRef:18].  This philosophy is still taught with reverence within the community of Martial Arts, to not to would dishonour it[footnoteRef:19].  [16:  Miyamoto. M, and Wilson. W, The Book of the Five Rings, (London and Boston: Shamballa, 2002), p. 5. ]  [17:  Ibid., p. 6. ]  [18:  Ibid., p. 7. ]  [19:  Sugimoto, Japanese Society, p. 41. ] 

The Samurai Source Book by Stephen Turnball 
This work is an amalgamation of primary sources on the Samurai, some are indeed the opinions of western commentators[footnoteRef:20]. Most of the sources are direct translations of commentaries by Japanese authors, most of whom are a samurai[footnoteRef:21]. Others include commentators form the Post Meiji – Restoration era who hark back to the days of traditional life before modernisation; the entries cover also religion, philosophy and behaviour[footnoteRef:22]. Their us very little on warfare, but this book is to primarily be used to provide context from a primary perspective.   [20:  Turnball, Samurai Source Book, p. 9. ]  [21:  Ibid., p. 10. ]  [22:  Ibid., p. 10. ] 

Other literary works: 
A comprehensive list of other books and texts will be included in a bibliography that may not be referenced in this proposal itself. Other books may indeed be used rather than those referenced in this dissertation proposal or the final piece of work itself. Such works will be to the same standard as those discussed now in this review and the bibliography. 
Methodology 
When discussing the methodology for a project such as this there must be an established perspective of which tradition to write from. From experience, Cultural History has always been a strength in terms of writing works of history. This would suit nicely if the subject matter cooperated with the British scholastic tradition of Cultural History. Cultural History looks a society and how certain aspects of that society change over time, not as one organic mass[footnoteRef:23]. Yet this is done from one perspective and set of scholastic practices[footnoteRef:24]. Japanese academia especially when It comes to the Samurai is somewhat different.  [23:  Burke. P, What is Cultural History, (London: MPG Books, 2008), p. 70. ]  [24:  Ibid., p. 71.  ] 

Within Japan History is not studied as a separate subject per se rather it is intertwined with the social sciences in one subject known as social studies[footnoteRef:25]. The history that is taught is always intertwined with politics or sociology, in some cases even art[footnoteRef:26]. It deprives the average school child of studying the history of an independent subject, and to understand an event on its own historical merit[footnoteRef:27].  [25:  Sugimoto, Japanese Society, p. 67. ]  [26:  Ibid., p. 67. ]  [27:  Ibid., p. 68. ] 

Revisionism is also a major problem. Post-1950 successive Japanese Governments have sought to rewrite history to wipe away the crimes of the Second World War[footnoteRef:28]. Through this, in turn, affects the image of the Samurai, many of the Japanese Sources create too much of a perfect image of a class[footnoteRef:29]. They do not appreciate the unbecoming behaviour and downsides of the Samurai class which must be considered in this dissertation[footnoteRef:30]. Consequently, scholars who are considered an authority on the subject matter at hand are western trained particularly in the United States[footnoteRef:31]. It somewhat provides a Japanese viewpoint from a western style, not necessarily great if you want an indigenous perspective[footnoteRef:32].  [28:  Davies. R. and Ikeno. O, The Japanese Mind: Understanding Contemporary Japanese Culture, (North Clarendon: Tuttle Publishing, 2002), p. 82. ]  [29:  Ibid., p. 83. ]  [30:  Ibid., p. 83. ]  [31:  Connor. S, Mountbatten's Samurai: Imperial Japanese Army and Navy Forces under British Control in Southeast Asia, 1945-1948, (Oxford: Seventh Citadel, 2018), p. 45. ]  [32:  Ibid., p. 46.] 

Therefore, I will not be employing research techniques that rely on perspectives as they will be warped by the two issues mentioned. I will be using the practices of the historian Michel de Certeau who belongs to the Constructivism School of Cultural History[footnoteRef:33]. Based on the studies of Foucault and the construction of language in Archaeology of Knowledge Certeau in his own philosophy analyses individual activity, everyday life such as shopping and talking with friends[footnoteRef:34]. How actions are practised rather than individual behaviour[footnoteRef:35].    [33:  Burke, Cultural History, p. 71. ]  [34:  Ibid., p. 71. ]  [35:  Ibid., p. 72. ] 

It must be understood that when historians in their majority address the Japanese People, it is about a single mass of people, not the individual as it is a homogenous society[footnoteRef:36]. The three base primary sources I will be using as explored in the Literary review never address the samurai as an individual but as a single social class. The person and the class indistinguishable between the two[footnoteRef:37]. All three texts aim to create the perfect epitaph of a Samurai within the time period in which they were written if even separated by mere decades[footnoteRef:38].  [36:  Sugimoto, Japanese Society, p. 68. ]  [37:  Davies and Ikeno, The Japanese Mind, p. 83. ]  [38:  Turnball, Samurai Source Book, p. 9. ] 

It is for this reason that an analysis of the practices of the samurai is needed rather than the people. Certeau used it to explain behaviour from an institutional point of view and did it for his history[footnoteRef:39]. Despite being a philosopher and sociologist, he identified as a Historian[footnoteRef:40]. To this end, the research will be conducted primarily based on these three principle primary sources.  [39:  Burke, Cultural History, p. 71. ]  [40:  Ibid., p. 71. ] 

For the study of Military History, it is the study of institutions that are important as to understand warfare, you must separate the action form the human[footnoteRef:41]. To understand why a faction at war may use a certain action, without drawing in the issues of the men involved[footnoteRef:42]. The human touch will be the discussion of the different sources, and how perspective changes on the disposition of the author. If we are concerned with what people did then that would be History of Warfare, not Military History[footnoteRef:43].  [41:  Sabin. P, Simulating War: Studying Conflict through Simulation Games, (London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2014), p. 23. ]  [42:  Ibid., p. 23. ]  [43:  Ibid., p. 24.  ] 

Primary research is to be done by Christmas. January to February will see the first section completed which is to be a literary review of the three sources. The second section will focus on the ideological and philosophical concepts whilst the third will focus on the practical. Each section to be 3000 words, no exceptions. March through April will be constructing contents, preface and other ancillaries needed to create the dissertation including the conclusion. 
Outcomes 
In terms of the outcome, I cannot be sure for now. The piece will be more of a narrative rather than critical analysis. A general study of the Samurai and identity, but with the critical engagement of the sources. I hope to create a balanced argument that fully answers the question posed for the investigation.   
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