4. Analysis 
A data analysis is designed to systematically analyse data by describing what is shown and presenting it in a manner where it can be condensed down and evaluated (Sharma 2018). Within this chapter, it will analyse the findings from the research survey that was conducted online and interpret them as well as link them back to the literature used within the literature review. All data will be presented where necessary in a graph or chart where necessary, analysed, and then synthesised. The results of the research will be coded into one of the three objectives:  

1. To identify the prevalence of criminality in care experienced and looked after children and young people.
2. Evaluate the long-term effects adverse childhood experiences have on children and young people who are in care or are care experienced.
3. Evaluate public perception on the link between adverse childhood experiences and crime as well as what can be done to reduce criminality.

4.1. Findings:
While conducting the research survey the idea was to get around 100 to 200 responses, although due to the vast number of surveys that were sent out during the same period, it only had a total of 87 participants. Participants were asked their age and gender, allowing for those under the age of 18 to be stopped from participating in accordance with the ethical considerations within this research study. 
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The pie chart above displays the response given by participant when asked their age. It shows that 47.1% (41) of participants were aged 18 to 25, 26.4% (23) were aged 26 to 35, 5.7% (5) were aged 36 to 45, 12.6% (11) were aged 46 to 55, 5.7% (5) were aged 56 to 65, 1.1% (1) were 65+ and only 1.1% (1) were under 18 although they did not complete the survey. Due to the use of the exponential non-discriminative snowball sampling, the age range of those who answered, depended upon who the survey was shared to, showing that those aged 18 to 25 were more willing to complete and share it with other.
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The pie chart above shows the percentages of the gender of the participants within the survey. These results showed that 75.6% (65) of the participants were female and 24.4% (21) of them were male. This shows that females were more willing to complete the survey than men, meaning that there could be bias due to having a predominantly female perspective.
4.2. Objective 1:
The first objective of this study is, to identify the prevalence of criminality in care experienced and looked after children and young people.
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: 7. Do you think ACEs increase the likelihood of criminality in children and young people?. Number of responses: 85 responses.]In response to the first objective, this question was used to identify if the participant’s thought crime was prevalent in children and young people. 35.3% (30) of respondents answered maybe, 62.4% (53) of respondents answered yes and 2.4% (2) of respondents answered no; showing that there is a significant number of participants that believe ACEs increases the likelihood of someone turning to crime, although there is also a significant number of participants that are unsure if it has any effect. In correspondence with the literature review of this study, the National Child Traumatic Stress Network (2023) said that around 80% of those involved in juvenile justice had experienced some form of traumatic event. This shows that the findings of the survey correlate with existing literature, showing that ACEs can be seen throughout within the criminal justice system.

4.3. Objective 2:
The second objective of this study is to evaluate the long-term effects adverse childhood experiences have on children and young people who are in care or are care experienced.
Question 4:
This question asks the participants “Why do you think children and young people turn to crime”. The results of this question several themes were identified, predominantly negative factors such as negative behaviours, poverty, past experiences such as ACEs, and being in care as well as negative influences. Some of these themes can be seen in the following responses from the participants: 
· “It's what they've seen growing up, so they've seen it as normal, so their brain normalises it”.
· “Poverty, abuse, mental health problems”.
· “Peer pressure - substance misuse.”
The response that was given by the participants show the idea that the reason a child or young person may turn to crime is due to negative influences, poverty, ACEs and a handful of other issues. Within the literature used in this study, the Scottish Government (2023) said that those who have experienced an ACE are more likely to partake in risky behaviour, which can impact health as well as criminality. This shows that negative implications such as influences, and abuse can be more inclined to turn towards criminal activities due to the risk involved. 
Question 17:
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The graph above shows the responses to question 17, this question was used to identify what the respondent’s thought the long-term effects of adverse childhood experiences were. The issue with this question was that the participants could select more than one answer meaning that there would be an overlap in responses; regardless, it shows a clear distinction that many saw all the options as long-term effects. The option of mental health was selected 23 times; drug and alcohol misuse were selected 20 times; trust issues were selected 18 times; issues forming relationships were selected 16 times; health issues were selected 15 times; cognitive issues were selected 13 times; aggressive behaviour was selected 17 times; money issues were selected 13 times and the answer all of the above was selected 74 times. In terms of the literature review, Crandell et al (2019) that some of the long-term effects of ACEs can include Alcohol and drug addiction, a poor lifestyle and lower life expectancy due to the abuse experienced. This backs up what is being shown on the graph as drug and alcohol misuse the most selected, after the option, all the above. 

Question 18:
This question asks: “What do you think can be done to reduce the long-term effects of ACEs?”. In terms of the research this is trying to understand how the participants think long-term impact criminality in children and young people can be reduced. Throughout the responses to this question there have been a handful of themes identified, they are therapy or counselling, support, interventions and awareness. These themes can be seen in the following responses from the participants: 
· “More mental health support for care leavers and trauma informed practice”.
· “Support and therapy”.
· “Create awareness about it all. Work with families, staff, friends to find ways to help children in day-to-day activities and encourage them with opportunities for their future”.
The participants clearly state in their perspectives showing that they believe that there is a need for awareness, support such as therapy, trauma-informed practices as well as creating a level of awareness. Within the literature review, Gooch et al., (2022, p 5) say that care leavers have a greater risk of being exploited which increases the chance of victimisation, they also have greater chances of harming others and themselves. While this does not show that there is support, it does show the need for some type of support and intervention to help prevent self-inflicted injury as well as victimisation for those in care.

4.4. Objective 3:
The third objective of this study is to evaluate public perception on the link between adverse childhood experiences and crime as well as what can be done to reduce criminality.
Question 6:
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In response the third objective, this question was used to determine if the participants thought that criminality was taught or inherited. 68.2% (58) of respondents said that they thought it was taught, 25.9% (22) of respondents said that it was neither and 5.9% (5) of respondents said that it was neither. This question brought about the idea of nature vs nurture; the responses showed that a sizeable proportion of respondents thought that criminality can be taught compared to the small amount that said it was inherited. In context to the literature review, the way that can prove that a child or young person is often taught behaviour is the 1961 Bobo doll experiment by Bandura, it showed how children could be taught to be violent; those who observed violence can be elicited to more aggressive behaviour out of children (Galanaki and Malafantis 2022, p 1). This supports the idea that behaviour can be taught and therefore suggests that criminality can be taught to a child or young person. 

Question 10:
This question asks the participant to “Following on from the previous question. What do you think has the most significant influence and why?”. Question 9 gave ideas of themes for this question such as parents, parents who have separated, friends or peers, teacher or lecturers, being in care, siblings and wider family. Through the responses to this question 10, it shows that the most predominant themes that the participants think influences a child the most is parents and friends and peers. Some of the participant responses that support the theme of parents and friends say: 
· “Parents, because they nurture your first experiences.”
· “I believe parents or parents that are separated, and friends has a massive influence because until you’re 18 you spend majority of your time around these two significant figures”.
· “Parents and peers influence behaviour a lot”.
These responses convey that from the participants perspective both parent and peers have a significant influence on what children and young people do and how they behave. While parents are seen to have a significant influence towards children and young people its important to understand that a parent’s behaviour can often be the cause of trauma. Corsaro (2015, p 289) supports this by stating that child neglect refers to a parent not meeting the needs of their child or young person when it comes to their health, development or even safety. These certain behaviours from parents can negatively impact a child or young person and cause them to act in the same way and have a disregard for their safety and well as others.

Question 11:
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: 11. Is a child who grows up in a deprived background with alcohol, drugs and crime more likely to commit crime?
. Number of responses: 86 responses.]
The pie chart above represents question 11’s results, this question was used in the survey to gain the perspective of the participants when it comes to the effect and impact that drugs, alcohol, and crime has on a child or young person and if it means they are likely to commit crime. 60.5% (52) of the respondents said yes, 34.9% (30) of the respondents said maybe and 4.7% (4) of the respondents said no. These percentages show that based on the perception of the participants most of them believe that these factors will influence if a child turns to crime or not. Within the literature review, it states that trauma can have many effects on a person, they can be affected by flash backs, have panic attacks, suffer from dissociation and have thought that of inflicting harm or even causing death as well as potentially turning to drugs and alcohol (Mind 2023). As many of the respondent said that drugs and alcohol can have an effect it can also be turned into a coping mechanism used by those who suffer for ACEs. 

Question 14:
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: 14. Do you think any of the following are effective methods at diverting children and young people away from crime?. Number of responses: 84 responses.]
In response to the final part of the third objective, the graph above looks at what can be done to help divert and reduce criminality in children and young people. 7.1% (6) of respondents picked youth clubs; 1.2% (1) of respondents picked after-school clubs; 2.4% (2) of respondents picked cadets; 8.3% (7) of respondents picked sports; 78.6% of respondents picked all of the above. The participants in the study were given the option to add another option if they wanted therefore, 1.2% (1) selected church-based interventions that can give value to the young people; 1.2% (1) picked drop-ins, positive (relatable) positive role model speakers in school. The added options add value to the research, but the results of this question show that the participants believe that all the given options for this question are useful when looking to deter or prevent children and young people from turning to criminality. As previous stated in the literature review, the Violence Prevention Unit (2023) states that having a trusted adult or friend who can support them as well as getting engaged with community sports can help to prevent criminality in children and young people.

4.5. Summary
This chapter highlighted the prevalence of adverse childhood experiences having an impact on increasing criminality or not. For the second objective this chapter found key themes that could impact the likelihood of children and young people turning to crime as well as the long-term affects and what could be done to reduce them. Objective three was based on the public perception therefore it looked at whether the public thought criminality could be taught or inherited; if certain influences could affect if they will turn to crime as well as looking at ways that children and young people can be deterred away from crime. The key finding that have been identified will be discussed within the next chapter.
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