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Essay one:
Examine how prominent cases of police misconduct or malpractice have influenced current professional policing policies. Evaluate how these policies have increased community confidence in the police, with reference to the Code of Ethics. 
Your answer should be based on academic research rather than personal experience, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.
Word limit: 1000 words.

Over the years there has been many prominent cases of police misconduct, none more effective in influencing police policies than the Brixton riots of 1981.

In April 1981 ‘’hundreds of mostly black youths rioted in Brixton, South London’’ BBC NEWS | Programmes | BBC Parliament | Q&A: The Scarman Report. This rioting lead to both police officers and members of the public being injured. The worst being on  ‘’Saturday 11 April when 279 policemen and at least 45 members of the public were injured’’ BBC NEWS | Programmes | BBC Parliament | Q&A: The Scarman Report.  along with ‘’28 buildings were damaged or destroyed by fire as well as police cars and other vehicles’’ BBC NEWS | Programmes | BBC Parliament | Q&A: The Scarman Report. During this time the crime rate in Brixton was one of the highest in London with Brixton being in economic and social decline. 
At the time a national recession was taking place with the unemployment in Brixton standing at ‘’13% and 25.4% for ethnic minorities’’ BBC NEWS | Programmes | BBC Parliament | Q&A: The Scarman Report. with unemployment among black youths estimated to be at ‘’55% ‘’ BBC NEWS | Programmes | BBC Parliament | Q&A: The Scarman Report.

In an attempt to reduce the crime rate in Brixton, the Metropolitan Police began ‘’Operation Swamp 81’’How The Brixton Riots Of 1981 Changed London Forever (allthatsinteresting.com) this involved plain clothes officers stopping and searching members of the public using what came to be known as the ‘’sus law’’. During this operation ‘’943 stop and searches’’ Brixton Riots (April 10-12, 1981) • (blackpast.org)  were conducted over the course of 5 days. The sus law permitted police officers to stop and search and potentially arrest persons on suspicion of a person being in breach of section 4 of the vagrancy act 1824. In order to bring a prosecution under this act, the police had to prove two acts, firstly that they deemed the person to be acting suspiciously and secondly, they provided intent to commit an arrestable offence. Two witnesses were required for this which were usually two police officers patrolling together this led to ‘’118 arrests and 75 charges’’ Scarman Report - Wikipedia. 

The abuse of this power caused a disconnect between the metropolitan police and the community eventually leading to unrest between the public and the police causing riots.

Two days following the riots the home secretary William Whitelaw launched an enquiry into what caused the riots, appointing Lord Scarman. The Scarman report was published on 25th November 1981 and found ‘’unquestionable evidence of the disproportionate and indiscriminate use of 'stop and search' powers by the police against black people’’ 
Scarman Report - Findings and Recommendations | Findings Recommendations (liquisearch.com)
 It also found that Operation swamp 81 was conducted without any consultation with the community, suggesting that liaison arrangements between the police and the local authority had collapsed before the riots leading to the local community mistrusting the police. Scarman recommended ‘’changes in training and law enforcement, and the recruitment of more ethnic minorities into the police force’’ Scarman Report - Findings and Recommendations | Findings Recommendations (liquisearch.com). Some of the reforms Lord Scarman had set out in his report were implemented in the form of The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 which set out the way police officers were to carry out their duties, setting out specific codes of practices for police procedures and policies which established the rights of people detained by police for a suspected crime. 

The main reason PACE was introduced was to correct the public perception of the police with the main concepts surrounding the notion of reasonable suspicion, the regulation of any use of force and the regulation of collecting evidence, this came in the form of the codes of practice. 

The police codes of practice ‘’strike the right balance between the powers of the police and the rights and freedoms of the public’’
 Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) codes of practice - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). The PACE codes of practice cover stop and search, arrest, detention, investigation, identification and interviewing detainees. This policy has been influenced by the Brixton riots and the lack of accountability on the police when using their powers. This legislation and policy holds police officers accountable for their actions by holding them to a specific set of rules that if broken could lead to prosecution. 

Evaluate how these policies have increased community confidence in the police, with reference to the Code of Ethics.

Police misconduct or malpractice has influenced professional policing policies such as 

· Reference the code of ethics Transparent allowed code of ethichs to be met
· Summarise what happened, advantages of whats come of it, why It was wrong
· Conclusion 




Essay two: 
Examine why certain groups might be vulnerable to being targeted by Serious and Organised Crime Groups, and analyse the effectiveness of police practices to investigate such issues.
Your answer should be based on academic research rather than personal experience.
Word limit: 1000 words.

Examine why certain groups might be vulnerable to being targeted by Serious and Organised Crime Groups

Within legislation an organised crime group is defined as ‘’a group which has at its purpose, or one of its purposes, the carrying on of criminal activities, and consists of three or more people who agree to act together to further that purpose.’’ Organised Crime Group: Participating in Activities of an | The Crown Prosecution Service (cps.gov.uk). Vulnerable is defined as ‘’able to be easily physically or mentally hurt, influenced, or attacked’’ VULNERABLE | meaning, definition in Cambridge English Dictionary. 

‘’In December 2013 it was estimated that there were 36,000 organised criminals in 5,300 groups affecting the UK’’ Organised Crime - Strategy | The Crown Prosecution Service (cps.gov.uk) with the most harmful serious and organised crime including ‘’modern slavery and human trafficking, organised immigration crime, child sexual exploitation and abuse, money laundering, fraud and other economic crime, bribery and corruption, cyber-crime, illegal firearms and illegal drugs’’ Tackling serious and organised crime - National Audit Office (NAO) report

‘’In the year ending March 2020, 13% of people aged 16 and over said they had been the victim of a crime at least once in the last year’’ Victims of crime - GOV.UK Ethnicity facts and figures (ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk) with just under ‘’5.5 million crime offences recorded by the police in in England and Wales in 2020/21’’ Crime in the UK - Statistics & Facts | Statista
With this volume of crime certain groups might be more vulnerable to serious and organised crime groups. This is due to a variety of factors such as ‘’economic, social, cultural, institutional, political and psychological factors’ ’Vulnerability | Understanding Disaster Risk (preventionweb.net). other factors could include ‘’age and disability’’ Disaster Risk and Vulnerability: The Role and Impact of Population and Society | PRB. Due to these vulnerabilities serious and organised crime groups might target these vulnerable groups. One way they do this is called cuckooing this is when ‘’a criminal, or criminal gangs, exploit vulnerable people. The most common form of cuckooing is where drug dealers take control of the victim’s home and use the premises to store, prepare or distribute drugs’’ What is Cuckooing? | Types, who is at risk and the signs (cpdonline.co.uk)
 Gangs may target certain groups using a tactic known as debt bonding this is when persons accumulate real or perceived debt, this is then exploited and used to exert control over individuals in the form of using their property or making the individual deal drugs as a way to repay their debt. 

Serious and organised crime groups might target vulnerable individuals to exploit them for gain. This this due to the perceived notion that they will be less likely to get caught. 
Serious and organised crime groups may target individuals such as the elderly, those with learning difficulties/Mental health and those in finical struggle this is because they may be seen as weak and easy to coerce and control. These vulnerable individuals may be at more of a risk due to not being aware that they are being exploited due to learning difficulties or may not have any support to help deal with negate the serious and organised crime groups targeting them due too being elderly or suffering from addiction

Examine why certain groups might be vulnerable to being targeted by Serious and Organised Crime Groups


and analyse the effectiveness of police practices to investigate such issues.

Essay three: 
Assess the role of MAPPA in managing offenders, and evaluate the effectiveness of current police practices to investigate public protection incidents involving violent and sexual offences.
You must use academic research to support your answer.
Word limit: 1000 words.

Assess the role of MAPPA in managing offenders,

MAPPA is the Multi agency public protection arrangements it is the ‘’process through which various agencies such as the police, the Prison Service and Probation work together to protect the public by managing the risks posed by violent and sexual offenders living in the community’’ Advice for people under MAPPA | What is MAPPA? | Nacro. The aim of MAPPA is to manage the risk violent and sexual offenders pose to the public by managing the risks associated with these offenders. This is done by sharing information about offenders in order to assess the risk they pose to the public. There are three categories of MAPPA offenders. Category one 

MAPPA have an important role by assessing the risk offenders have to the public and placing restrictions on these could be 

Essay four: 
Critically evaluate the impact of early intervention on young offenders, and young people at risk of becoming involved in gangs. Assess the effectiveness of partnership approaches to prevent or deter involvement in gang-related activity.
Rather than relying on personal experience, support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources.
Word limit: 1000 words.

Critically evaluate the impact of early intervention on young offenders, and young people at risk of becoming involved in gangs.
A young offender is defined as ‘’ someone aged between the age of 10 and 17 who has committed a criminal offence.’’ Young Offenders: Youth offences and the pre-court proceedure - InBrief.co.uk  with a young person being defined as a ‘’person who has attained the age of fourteen and is under the age of eighteen years’’ Children and Young Persons Act 1933 (legislation.gov.uk). young offenders and young people are at risk of becoming involved in gangs due to a number of reasons from problems at home to a lack of opportunity and a desire to fit in.  A gang is defined as ‘’A group of young people, especially young men, who spend time together, often fighting with other groups and behaving badly’’ GANG | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary. According to the BBC ‘’A report has estimated there are 27,000 children in gangs’’ How do we know how many children are in gangs? - BBC News with ‘’6% of 10 to 19-year olds in England and Wales belonged to a gang’’ Young People at Risk of Gang Involvement – More than just a statistic. - Safeguarding Hub

Assess the effectiveness of partnership approaches to prevent or deter involvement in gang-related activity.

· Public protection lesson 
· Vulnerability and risk 
· Out of court disposals 
· MASH 
· MAPPA 

