Dissertation Plan

For my dissertation, I will be focussing on the Coyote Ugly Bar in Cardiff. I will be taking a feminist approach to my research and looking at how the act of “becoming a coyote” empowers these women. 
Coyote Ugly was a bar that was opened in New York in 1993 by Lilliana Lovell that in the 25 years since has become a global chain of bars and has been the inspiration of a hit movie of the same name. The company’s Unique Selling Point comes in the form of the bar tenders. These are exclusively women, often wearing little clothing, and dancing, singing and entertaining on the bar. These women are referred to as coyotes. 
Research So Far
[bookmark: _GoBack]So far, I have predominantly conducted research through participant observation. This involved me spending approximately 40 hours a week working as a coyote. This including not just serving drinks but performing for up to 13 hours a day and compulsory dance lessons in which we learned the routines to be performed on the bar every 15 minutes. Quickly, it became clear to me that this experience would not be what I expected. Firstly, I noticed that I received a lot of seeming concern from friends and family upon telling that I had become as coyote. Many of those close to me were under the impression that becoming a coyote meant somehow compromising my personal feminist ideals. There was a perception that rather being empowered and using my own body and personality (an essential value that many forget about), I was being objectified. I found this contradictory to my experience, however. Instead, I found that rather I was seeing a group of women around me using their own unique skills, not applicable in many other places of work, in order to not only make money but to entertain others. I was surrounded by confident and unapologetic women who were working extremely hard. There would regularly be injuries such as sprained ankles and black and blue bruises, one coyote even broke her foot in a dance class. I myself wore through my wooden soled boots more than once through the sheer amount of dancing being done in them and would wake up on a Sunday morning after working for up to 24 hours over the course of the past two days, struggling to move any part of my body without being in pain. The experience was one of literal blood sweat and tears, however, it was inspiring nonetheless. Being surrounded day to day by these strong women inspired those around them, including myself, to aspire to be the same. Over my own time there, I went from being too shy to get on the bar to being on the bar entirely on my own, dancing, singing and entertaining and interacting with customers without hesitation. It is important to note that being a coyote is a process of becoming and performing, an important point when looking at my scholarship.
Methodology 
I used participant observation for my research as I believed this would give me the most accurate representation of what it was really like to be a coyote. Through the use of participant observation, I was not only able to chat with the other coyotes and become a member of the group through casual conversations about aching feet and long shifts, but was also able to experience the physical strain of what it was like to be a coyote, to actually experience these things for myself led to a better understanding. Without the use of participant observation then I would have been unable to get an accurate idea of what the experience of being, becoming and performing the act of being a coyote actually is.
Scholarship
Firstly, I will be drawing on ideas presented often by Foucault of the use of words, language and discourse. The word coyote has a rich mythological history behind it and I believe that this history reflect not only on the company but the coyotes themselves that act as the face of the company in each location. Secondly, I will be taking a feminist theory approach to my dissertation and so it is important to read as much feminist scholarship on the body, performing and sexuality as possible. This includes much work from Judith Butler as she focussed much in gender and performativity.
What Will I Do From Here
From here, my plan is to revisit Coyote Ugly, and see if the ideas that I developed in my first experience still hold up upon my return. I plan to read heavily into the performance of sexuality and gender and how this provides an opportunity for empowerment, particularly for women. I also plan on looking how the company and its development is influenced by the fact that it was founded and is still owned by a woman herself, who decided to open the bar when she realised it was making more money than her conventional job. I think it is important to discuss this influence as something I heard during my first time at Coyote Ugly was how this chain is one of the longest running global bar chains, and how those high in management believe this is down to the owner of the company.
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