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Connecting Excel to word reports

Task 1

Using our Hotels spreadsheet we can now add even more functionality.
Let’s say that we always want to open up a document that contains the latest copy of our monthly report data. If we did this manually we would need to highlight the spreadsheet cells that we want to copy and paste them into the word document.

Set up a simple word report type document to carry out this task.
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We have copied and passed the relevant information great but what if we now update the spreadsheet what happens?



Task 2
We can paste a copy of the spreadsheet data in many different ways to keep link with the original file. Experiment with this. Save your word doc and change your excel data. Reopen your word doc and see if the copied table has been up dated.


Task 3

What if we used some VBA code to help us with this process?

Because all of the office applications use the same VBA language and syntax we can connect to other office application and expose the objects within the application packages. We create and object variable that refers to our target application. We then use the properties and methods of the object and object variable.

So we could set up a link from our excel main menu in the hotels spreadsheet  and open up a word report that is automatically updated.
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So first we need to place a command button on the main menu.  When we open up the button we are directed to the VBA editing environment.

Private Sub CommandButton1_Click()
Dim wrdapp
Dim wrddoc

' Set wrdapp = New Word.Application

Set wrdapp = CreateObject("Word.Application")
wrdapp.Visible = True

 With wrdapp
   .Documents.Open Filename:="F:\organising 2014 2015\Software Business Applications\testword2.docx", ReadOnly:=False
 End With

' Set wrddoc = wrdapp.Documents.Open(Filename:="F:\organising 2014 2015\Software Business Applications\testword2.docx")

End Sub


The Dim statement allows us to declare variables her we need to connect with word as an application and a document within word
Dim wrdapp
Dim wrddoc
[bookmark: _GoBack]We then connect to word by setting the word.application and making the application visible.
Finally we call on our document
(Filename:="F:\organising 2014 2015\Software Business Applications\testword2.docx")
This is the file path through the directories on my hard drive to the document.

You will need to make sure that you set a path to the correct location of you word documents. 
Try out this code.
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Select destination and press ENTER or choose Paste
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